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	PRESS RELASE


Increased number of both controls and fines improved the care for fuel quality
(Annual report on controls of fuels in 2012)

(Prague, January 24, 2012) During 2012, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority took the highest number of fuel samples ever, namely 3,172 including 98 samples which failed the requirements of the appropriate standards. The rate of findings was lowest since the second half of 2001, namely 3.1%. The inspectorates of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority received suggestions to controls from 687 consumers who had suspicions that poor quality fuel was sold at particular filling stations. Subsequent samplings and analysis of fuels proved breaches of quality in 37 samples, i.e. ca. 5% of the consumers’ submissions. In 2012, 93 fines amounting to 23,264,000 CZK were lawfully imposed to the fuels distributors who operate filling stations. 
During the entire year, all inspectorates of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority monitored fuel quality in compliance with the provisions of the At on Fuels and implementing regulations (Act No. 31/2006 Coll., Decree No. 133/2010 Coll., and the appropriate technical standards) at filing stations on the whole territory of the Czech Republic. Totally 3,172 samples of motor petrol, motor oil, mixed fuel, LPG, CNG, and Ethanol E85 were taken to laboratory controls of quality. 98 samples (3.1%) failed the quality requirements, i.e. by 1.3% less than in 2011 (see the comparison of the results of the fuel inspections of 2011 and 2012 in the attachment). 
	Overview of fuel quality in 2012
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	Period of 2012
	Noncompliant samples in %

	
	Motor petrol
	Motor oil
	Mixed fuel*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG*
	Ethanol*E85
	Total

	January 
	2.3
	5.0
	0.0
	33.3
	0.0
	0.0
	Not taken
	3.7

	February
	0.0
	3.8
	25.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	2.3

	March
	0.0
	5.9
	0.0
	0.0
	7.7
	0.0
	0.0
	3.6

	April
	0.0
	9.1
	33.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	5.0

	May
	1.1
	3.7
	0.0
	Not taken
	0.0
	0.0
	Not taken
	2.1

	June
	4.6
	5.1
	40
	0.0
	4.3
	0.0
	0.0
	5.4

	July 
	3.4
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	1.3

	August
	4.3
	3.0
	25.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	33.3
	3.8

	September
	1.8
	4.0
	28.6
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	3.1

	October
	0.6
	2.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	1.3

	November
	2.5
	3.7
	0.0
	0.0
	8.3
	0.0
	0.0
	3.4

	December
	1.2
	4.5
	33.3
	Not taken
	0.0
	0.0
	Not taken
	3.5


*Available in limited amounts in the market network
Results of the controls
The chart explicitly shows that the overall quality of fuels taken and checked by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority was fluctuating in 2012. The highest rate of noncompliant fuel samples was detected in June (5.4%) and April (5.0%). On the contrary, least findings (1.3%) were in July and October. In the other months, the rate of noncompliant samples ranged from 2.1 to 3.8%. 
Motor petrol: End of distillation was the most frequent parameter in which the fuel samples failed the requirements of technical standards. It was breached in 12 samples (i.e. 0.9%). 
Research octane number and motor octane number was lower in 5 motor petrol samples (0.4%). Four samples (0.3%) failed the following quality indicators: distilled content at 100°C, ethanol content, oxygen content and vapour pressure. When it comes to other inspected parameters, deviations in potassium content were detected in 3 samples; 1 motor petrol sample failed the quality requirements for density and content of sulphur. 
Motor oil: Lower flash point was the noncompliant quality parameter in 30 of the total number of 1,441 taken motor oil samples (i.e. 2.1%). Other 9 motor oil samples (0.6%) showed defects in temperature of 95% of distilled content which was higher than the limit provided by the technical standard, 5 samples (0.3%) failed the distilled content at 350°C, and 1 sample (0.1%) failed the distilled content at 340°C. Exceeding of sulphur content was found in 11 cases (i.e. 0.8%) and oxidation stability was not complied with in 3 motor oil samples (0>2%). Two samples failed the standard’s requirements for the limit content of FAME and filterability-CFPP.
Fatty Acid Methyl Ester (FAME):  1 of 21 taken and checked samples (4.8%) failed the quality indicator filterability-CFPP. 

Mixed fuel (SMN 30): 10 of 55 taken samples (i.e. 18.2%) failed the quality parameter flash point. 
Ethanol E85: Deviation from ethanol content was detected in 1 of the total number of 19 taken samples. 

LPG (Liquefied Petroleum Gas): Totally 301 samples were taken to control and breaches of quality, namely lower motor octane number, were detected in 5 samples (i.e. 1.7%).

Detailed results of 2012 according to the fuel types including the detected noncompliant criteria are shown in the attachment No. 3. 
Bio fuels in fuels
The controls also focused on the content of bio ingredients (fatty acid methyl esters) added to motor fuels. The maximum permitted content of bio ingredients was exceeded in 2 of 1,423 samples of fuels – in one case it was by 0.7% V/V and in the other case it was by 2.1% V/V (the limit provided by the standard is 7.3% V/V). 
Ethanol content was also checked in automotive motor petrol. Exceeding of the provided maximum was detected in 4 samples including 3 samples with the highest exceeding by 37.8% V/V, 39.6% V/V, and 40.9% V/V (the limit as provided by the standard is 5.2% V/V). The high rate of ethanol in motor fuel indicates intentional manipulation with the fuel, for example by co-mangling bioethanol or E85. 
Mobile laboratory 

It has been two years since the Czech Trade Inspection Authority started using the mobile laboratory of the company SGS Czech Republic, s.r.o. for operational controls especially on the grounds of consumers’ suggestions. The mobile laboratory was used especially in cases of need for operational resolution of consumers’ suspicions pointing at potential sale of poor quality fuels or other warnings concerning serious breaches of the appropriate quality standards. The aim was to significantly reduce the time period between the inspection and issuing of the restrictive measures in comparison with the standard sampling. 
In 2012, 56 fuel samples were tested in the mobile laboratory. Defects were found in 3 motor oil samples. The sale of poor quality fuel was always immediately banned until remedy. Bans on sale of the poor quality fuel were imposed in 21 cases and concerned totally 73,280 litres of fuels amounting to 2.59 million CZK.









	Development of fuel quality in year on year comparison

	Year
	Noncompliant samples in %

	
	Motor petrol
	Motor oil
	Mixed fuel*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG*


	Ethanol* E85
	Total

	2nd half of 2001
	5.7
	15.8
	42.7
	-
	-
	-
	-
	13.5

	2002
	4.0
	12.2
	27.7
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9.0

	2003
	10.4
	13.4
	20.8
	-
	12.9
	-
	-
	12.4

	2004
	6.3
	12.3
	14.5
	-
	2.5
	-
	-
	8.6

	2005
	4.1
	7.9
	10.3
	-
	4.3
	-
	-
	6.1

	2006
	2.4
	6.9
	17.5
	-
	2.0
	-
	-
	4.8

	2007
	3.3
	5.4
	46.7
	-
	2.0
	-
	-
	4.6

	2008
	1.8
	8.9
	66.7
	-
	4.0
	-
	-
	5.6

	2009
	2.5
	7.9
	40.0
	-
	1.5
	-
	-
	5.0

	2010
	5.6
	9.6
	23.8
	25.0
	0.5
	0.0
	65.2
	7.9

	2011
	2.1
	6.0
	17.7
	17.4
	0.0
	0.0
	21.7
	4.4

	2012
	1.8
	4.0
	18.2
	4.8
	1.7
	0.0
	5.3
	3.1


* Higher rate of noncompliant samples is influenced by the low number of taken and tested samples of the motor fuel. 

Fuel quality from 2001 to 2012

The range of controls of fuels, the number of monitored quality criteria and their limits provided for individual fuel types have been changing during the twelve years of monitoring the fuel market. These changes have significantly influenced the results of the inspections of samples and their fluctuations in individual fuel types during the period from 2001-05. The minimal number of samples is provided by the Decree No. 133/2010 Coll. which came to force on June 1, 2010. Since then the inspection carried out by the CTIA also concerns the quality of FAME, CNG and Ethanol E85. 
The chart of the year on year comparison of results suggests that the quality of fuels in the Czech retail market was relatively balanced in the period from 2006 to 2009. In 2010, the quality of fuels worsened from the overall point of view. In 2011, there was a significant reduction of the number of poor quality fuel samples by 3.5% in comparison with the previous year. There were the following factors which influenced these results which are positive especially from the consumers’ point of view:
The amendment of the Act on Fuels enabled the Czech Trade Inspection Authority to publish concrete commercial subjects responsible for the sale of poor quality fuels. The CTIA increased the number of taken and checked samples and changed the so far inspection mechanisms including the use of the mobile laboratory. These factors have brought greater care for the quality of fuels from numerous subjects involved in the distribution of fuels. There were fewer findings, but these findings were more severe and resulted in sanctions close to the maximum limit as provided by law. 
Fuel quality in 2012
The above mentioned trend continued also in 2012. Despite the originally specified number of fuel samples to be taken (3000 samples were taken throughout the year), the overall quality of motor fuels improved by 1.3% in comparison with the previous year. The rate of poor quality fuels declined in almost all types of motor fuels. However, severe deviations from the appropriate standard still occur in individual fuel samples and suggest that ingredients negatively influencing the quality are added to the fuels. In these cases not only interests of consumers are damaged, but also the environment is harmed and taxes are not paid by the concerned subjects.
When monitoring and inspecting the market with fuels, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority closely cooperated with the Customs Administration, General Financial Directorate as well as the Police of the Czech Republic. These state administrative authorities were continuously informed about the detected deficiencies within the quality of sold fuels. The CTIA was also forwarded the results of the administrative proceedings to the appropriate trade licensing offices. 
Actions taken and sanctions imposed
On the grounds of the results of laboratory analysis of the taken samples, 21 bans of sale were imposed on totally 73,280 litres of fuels amounting to ca. 2.6 million CZK in 2012. 
In 2012, the CTIA imposed totally 80 fines amounting to 23,159,000 CZK for the breaches of quality as provided by the Act on Fuels. Other 13 fines in the total amount of 105,000 CZK were imposed for breaches of other legal regulations within the inspections at the filling stations. 
Consumers’ submissions 

Consumers submitted totally 687 suggestions to controls regarding sale of fuels in 2012. The inspectors proved 37 cases of breaches of the sellers’ obligations, 16 cases were transferred to other surveillance authorities and 39 cases are still investigated. In other cases, the consumers requested information about fuels or submitted suggestions to controls in which no breach was detected. 
Conclusion
In 2013, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority will continue in its inspections of quality and monitoring the market with fuels. At least 2,650 samples of motor fuel samples will be taken to laboratory controls, including 1,000 motor petrol samples, 1,200 motor oil samples, 150 LPG samples, 50 samples of mixed fuel, and 250 samples of other fuels. The aim is to further increase the discipline within the whole distribution chain from producers to sellers and thus to make the protection of consumer rights more effective. 
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Přílohy:
 Porovnání výsledků kontrol jakosti pohonných hmot v letech 2011 a 2012

 Porovnání celkových výsledků s výsledky členských firem ČAPPO za rok 2012


 Monitoring a sledování jakosti pohonných hmot v roce 2012 

Contact:
Miloslava Fléglová
Phone:
+420 296 366 125
Spokesperson of the CTIA
Mobile: 
+420 731 553 949

E-mail:
mluvci@coi.cz
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