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	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA: Amusement devices still pose risk
(Final report of the project of 2012)

 (Prague, February 5, 2013) Controls of amusement devices are easy. In 2012, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority focused especially on ensuring security of users at various events and places where classic rides, tents or inflatable attractions (jumping surfaces) were operated. The CTIA inspectors didn’t influence or eliminate the operation of the devices when inspecting them. Totally 78 operators, 17 manufacturers, 2 importers and 9 distributors of various amusement devices were checked. In three cases, the CTIA inspection was carried out in cooperation with an authorized testing laboratory. The fact that the operators are aware of the risks and potential consequences of potential injuries was one of the positive findings. This was also why they promptly removed the detected defects. However, the inspectors found deficiencies in 125 of 246 inspected amusement devices and therefore the Inspections within this field will also continue in 2013.
The controls were focused on manufacturers, importers and operators of amusement devices and compliance with the requirements of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products and other implementing legal regulations (Government Order No. 173/1997 Coll. stipulating selected products for conformity assessment, annex No. 2, item No. 6 – Amusement Devices).
Conditions for the production and operation of amusement devices are stipulated in the standards ČSN EN 13814 – Amusement Devices, ČSN EN 14960 – Inflatable play equipment, ČSN EN 15567 – Ropes Courses, ČSN EN 14974 – Skateparks and ČSN EN – Tents for public use. All these standards are the selected standards implementing the GO No. 173/1997 Coll.
Results of the controls of amusement devices
The controls of amusement devices at fairs and other celebrations were held in the period from March to the end of September, 2012. The employees of the Technical Control Department of the Středočeský and Prague Inspectorate checked totally 213 amusement devices at 78 operators. 
The devices already in operation are also checked with regard to the quality of the provided service according to the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer protection, i.e. whether they offer the service of the prescribed or certified quality (in compliance with section 1 par. 3 of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll.). 
Technical defects arising either from the operation as such or from repeated montages were detected in 94 cases and were removed then removed in all cases. The most frequent deficiencies were as follows: 
· High entrance stair to the device or to the boarding platform 

· Missing barriers which would reduce the risk of a fall from the height of more than 0.6 m.
· Insufficient height of bumper cars power netting – risk of electrical injury
· Damaged gondolas of some amusement devices – sharp edges and so forth
· Missing user instructions in Czech
· Undocked inflatable play equipment  - castles, slides
· Exposed trampoline springs  - limb entrapment hazard
· Play equipment placed below high-voltage lines
· Play equipment operated without the approval from the Association of Manufacturers and Operators of Amusement Devices or operated according to instructions from the manufacturer (missing technical certificate or service book)
Controls of the amusement devices at the fairs in Potštejn, Doksy and at IGNIS Brunensis were carried out together with the authorized person - TÜV SÜD Czech s.r.o. (AO 211). The testing laboratory reported defects with no influence on the safety of the operated devices and therefore only measures to remedy of these defects were imposed. The organizer of IGNIS BRUNENSIS was informed that placing of the play equipment on a sloping asphalt parking place is unsuitable. 
Analysis of hazards related to the detected defects and the scenario of potential injury was a part of the inspections and appropriate actions were taken in accordance to the seriousness of the findings. Totally 39 term measures were imposed to the inspected persons to remove the defects. Bans on operations of five amusement devices were imposed (in compliance with section 7 par. 1) letter a) of the Act No. 64/1986 Coll. on the CTIA). The devices were as follows: hydraulic helicopter (broken front window), trampoline (exposed holes), TWISTER (broken restraint system), SAFARI cars (sharp edges at passenger places), Centrifuga (broken restraint system). 
Inspections of tents for public use
The CTIA inspectors carried out totally 23 inspections of tents for public use, namely at 9 distributors and 14 manufacturers. The inspections took place as a consequence of a fatal injury after a tent collapsed at the Slovakian festival Pohoda. 
The applicable technical standard ČSN EN 13782 – Tents for public use recognizes only two categories of tents – less than 50 m² and more than 50 m² of floor area; the difference is the way of assessing the conformity. As regards tents below 50 m², the assessment of conformity by an authorized person requires only documentation regarding flammability of the tarpaulin materials and construction stability, and the manufacturer doesn’t have to provide the audit book which among others defines the conditions under which the tent can be operated. As regards the tents with the floor area of more than 50 m², static calculation for various types of load (by wind, rain and so forth) as well as the strength test of cladding (stitching) and flammability is necessary for the conformity assessment by an authorized person, and the manufacturer is obliged to provide the audit book. 
Totally 26 product types were checked and included 25 in which inspectors found deficiencies because nor manufacturers were familiar with the obligation of conformity assessment. Only one Czech manufacturer showed the products’ certificates in compliance with the GO No.173/1997 Coll. Term measures were imposed for removals of the detected deficiencies in the documentation of 25 tent types – the findings concerned the audit book or completion of the required instructions (about the use of hand fire-extinguishers). 11 manufacturers didn’t assess the conformity of the selected products, i.e. tents, in compliance with the national legal regulation and failed to issue the conformity assessment. In one case, administrative proceedings started and other 10 checked subjects were imposed fines amounting to 42,000 CZK right on the spot.
Inspections of skate parks
Three manufacturers were checked including one with which administrative proceedings will be launched because he breached the conditions for placing products on the market in compliance with the Act on Technical Requirements for Products and other implementing legal regulations. The other two manufacturers were ordered to remove the detected deficiencies. 
On the grounds of a consumer suggestion, an inspection of a skate park in Říčany was carried out. When the skate park was put into operation, no defects were detected, but with regard to frequent deficiencies caused by the use of the device, the municipality authority closed it down. 
Inspections of inflatable play equipment
Inspections were carried out at two importers who imported totally three pieces of inflatable amusement devices.  The both importers were imposed fines for the breaches of the obligations as provided by the Act on Technical Requirements for Products when placing these products on the market or putting them into operation. 
Controls of the product accompanying documentation - results
Accompanying documentation of amusement devices in operation is always checked at their operators. Defects in the documentation on the approval to the device’s operation for the respective year were found in 31 cases. Audit books were absent in case of tents for public use (according to section 14 of ČSN EN 13782) or it was imposed to complete the required instructions in the book. Documentation was not provided in the cases of skate parks and minor deficiencies were also found in the evidenced certificates of amusement devices. 
Inspections of product Assembly instructions
Presence of products with instructions for use was checked only at manufacturers and distributors of tents and importers of amusement devices. The assembly instructions should be included in the technical documentation to amusement devices already in operation. 
Taken actions and imposed sanctions
· In 66 cases of the detected formal (removable) deficiencies, term measures were imposed for their removal 
· Ban on use of five amusement devices in operation was imposed until remedy (removal of the detected deficiencies)

· On-the-spot fines amounting to 47,000 CZK were imposed to 10 manufacturers and 2 importers
· Administrative proceedings will take place with two checked persons
Conclusion
In the frame of the surveillance focused on amusement devices, totally 78 operators, 17 manufacturers, 2 importers from three countries out of the EU and 9 distributors were checked in 2012. Defects were detected in 125 of 246 controlled amusement devices. Three controls were carried out in cooperation with an authorized person.

The inspections lasted for two days at least and took place at selected celebrations and fairs and were carried in the way which would not influence or eliminate the operation of the inspected amusement devices. Control of technical documentation was also a part of the surveillance activity. Before the devices were put into operation, the employees of the CTIA carried out their physical control and informed the operators about the detected defects. Despite the way of the defects removal is up to the operator, the detected deficiencies were removed in the shortest possible deadline because the operators realize their direct responsibility for the potential consequences of injuries. 
In 2012, no fine was imposed to any amusement device’s operator (unlike the past years) because the detected deficiencies didn’t influence the safety of the operation of any device. This positive finding is the prove of the fact that the control activities of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority effectively help reduce the potential hazard which the consumers, including children, are exposed to at the amusement devices. 
In 2013, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority will focus more on the tents for public use because the results of the inspections held at manufacturers and operators of these products showed elementary illiteracy on both sides. The inspections will continue at operators of other amusement devices as well as their manufacturers and importers in order to ensure sufficient protection of safety and health of consumers.
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