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	PRESS RELEASES


Dangerous laser pointers in the Czech market
(International control action – report on the situation in the Czech market) 

(Prague, April 10, 2013) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority participates in various joint projects together with other surveillance authorities of the EU Member States. Inspection of laser pointers safety has been one of them. “In compliance with the instructions, our officers carried out totally 18 controls at distributors of these products and found breaches of the legally stipulated obligations in 11 cases. Four types of laser pointers were filed in the RAPEX information system of dangerous products and other six products were filed as information notifications,” said Vladimír Velčovský, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. In most cases, consumers didn’t get the obligatory information about the characteristics of the sold laser pointers, their use and maintenance. Notably, the consumers were not informed about the potential serious risk of eye damage or about the safety hazard relating to laser dazzle. Sellers also failed to mark the sold products with the information about the manufacturer, importer or supplier. Vladimír Velčovský also spotlighted that a method developed by one of the CTIA specialists during the control action using CTIA’s own apparatus OL 756 for exact measuring of the laser’s power contributed to the success of the control action.  “With regard to the number and availability of the laser pointers in the market for children and youth and especially with regard to the hazards posed by wrongly used anonymous products, I consider necessary to keep checking the assortment after the international project has ended,” suggested the Director General of the CTIA.
The inspection focused on portable handheld lasers intended for consumers, laser pointers, guns and imitations of guns with laser indicators, key ring pendants with lasers, laser water scales, and other tools with lasers and “laser gadgets”. Besides the obligatory marking of lasers, the controls were also focused on checking the real power with regard to the hazard of permanent eye damage or the hazard of dazzling drivers and aircraft pilots (in compliance with the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection and the Act No. 102/2001 Coll. on General Safety of Products). 
After the results of the market monitoring had been evaluated, laser pointers were checked in 18 workplaces offering the respective assortment. Most of the selected shops (14) were in the competence of the Středočeský and Prague Inspectorate which also received other 3 control findings for further investigation from other CTIA inspectorates. In these cases, the checked persons failed the imposed measures and failed to provide the required documents. One inspection was held at the importer of two laser types labelled as “200mW zelený Laser (X1997)” a “zelený laser 200mW – extrémně výkonný”. These two products were taken to safety assessment and tests which were supposed to show whether they meet the requirements stipulated in the special legal regulations. 
Results
Breaches of the Act on Consumer Protection were detected in 11 cases in which the sellers failed to provide the consumers with proper information about the characteristics of the products, the way of use and maintenance or about the hazards stemming from incorrect use. It was also found that the sellers failed to provide labelling as regards the information about the manufacturer, importer or supplier. The above mentioned breaches were often detected in parallel. 
Examples of the breaches of information obligations: 
· The purchase of control included colourful laser pointers amounting to 29 CZK. Two buttons were used to light the LED lights and the laser pointer. A label only with an English text was fixed to the laser pointer announcing: “DANGER, LASER RADIATION, AVOID DIRECT EYE EXPOSURE!” But there was no information about the eye damage hazard in Czech. Information about the manufacturer nor importer nor supplier was on the product. Selling of 13 pieces of laser pointers was banned until remedy and administrative proceeding was launched with the seller who had failed the obligations as provided by the Act on Consumer Protection. 
· A laser pointer purchased for 25 CZK in another shop was also not properly equipped with the information about the characteristics of the sold products, the way of use and maintenance as well as the hazards stemming from incorrect use. Information about the manufacturer nor importer nor supplier was on the product and therefore the sale of 11 laser pointers was banned until remedy is made. 
· Czech Post delivered the product “200mW zelený laser (X1997)” purchased in an e-shop and subsequently the laser 200mW – extrémně výkonný” to the consumer. The both laser samples were taken in order to check their safety and the elementary obligations stipulated by the Act No. 102/2001 Coll. on General Safety of Products. The assessment showed that the products are not marked in compliance with the appropriate technical standard (ČSN EN 60825-1) which may result in eye damage after even a short exposition. The analysis of risks indicated the hazard rate S = serious risk. The product “200mW zelený laser (X1997)” was not equipped with the Czech instructions for use. The taken laser products were not marked with the information about the manufacturer, importer or supplier which means that the Act on Consumer Protection was breached again. 
· Sale of the dangerous laser pointer AIT 450 was also banned after a serious risk of eye damage had been analysed. 
Taken actions and applied sanctions
The CTIA imposed bans on sale of 107 pieces of laser pointers amounting to 3,837 CZK until remedy.

According to the Act on General Safety of Products, placing of 4 pieces of products on the market as well as their offering and selling was banned. Two of these products were labelled as “200mW zelený laser (X1997)” and the other two pieces of products were labelled as “zelený laser 200mW – extrémně výkonný” and totally amounted to 14,096 CZK. 
So far, the checked persons have been imposed 11 fines totally amounting to 79,000 CZK.
Conclusion
The results of the inspections carried out by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority in 2012 indicate that both distributors and importers of laser pointers still breach the generally binding legal regulations by failing the information obligations. Breaches were found in 11 of 18 controls; in 3 cases administrative proceedings were launched as a result of the failures to follow the imposed measures. Four risky products were filed in the information system RAPEX and six cases were filed as INFO Notifications (in compliance with the article 11 and 12 of the GPSD Directive). The interim results of the project confirmed the necessity of the inspections of laser products. During the control action, a CTIA employee developed a method of exact measuring of lasers’ power when our own apparatus OL 756 was used. Purchase of a portable power meter for field inspectors is in progress nowadays. 
There are more and more laser products in the market and their availability poses potential hazard of incorrect use especially for children and youth. This is why regular inspections are necessary. The PROSAFE Final Report will be available after the European Commission approves it and then it will also be possible to download it from the website of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. 
See the overview of the laser products detected in the market and filed in the RAPEX system by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority:
	CTIA Notification 
	Name
	
	EU notification number
	
	section of GPSD
	

	N_CZ004-12
	Laser Pointer AIT 450
	
	1407/12
	
	12
	

	N_CZ005-12
	Laser Pointer 3 in 1 LASER&LED LIGHT
	
	1408/12
	
	12
	

	N_CZ008-12
	Laser Pointer Matthews
	
	1419/12
	
	12
	

	N_CZ011-12
	8 LED Flashlight
	
	1727/12
	
	12
	

	N_CZ006-12
	Lighter with Laser Pointer
	
	Info 160/12
	
	Info
	

	N_CZ007-12
	Laser Pointer with Small Light
	
	Info161/12
	
	Info
	

	N_CZ009-12


	Laser Pointer with LED Light

	
	Info168/12


	
	Info
	

	N_CZ010-12
	Laser Pointer with Green Laser
	
	Info199/12
	
	Info


	

	N_CZ013-12


	Laser with LED
	
	Info212/12
	
	Info
	

	N_CZ014-12
	Laser Pointer with Carbine
	
	Info211/12
	
	Info
	


Note: The Commission accepted four products in compliance with section 12 of GPSD and six products as INFO Notifications. Because the serious risk was detected in all of the 10 lasers, the CTIA suggested that all of them are filed in the RAPEX system in compliance with section 12. However, the Commission decided that due to the missing information from the distribution chain and about the country of origin, six of them were accepted as INFO Notifications. Please note that it was impossible to find out the country of origin within the CTIA inspections.
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