	[image: image1.png]CESKA
o o:chooni
INSPEKCE




	PRESS RELEASE


Anonymous risky and dangerous toys still in the market 

(Partial report of second quarter of 2013)


(Prague, September 10, 2013) During the second quarter of 2013, inspectors of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 343 inspections in total within which 441 types of toys were checked. Infringements of stipulated obligations were detected in 185 cases – i.e. in 53.9% of inspections. They collected and handed over to expert assessment 11 types of toys in total. Risk of threats to children’s health has been proven in four product types. “The detected risk is the same in all cases of chocolate eggs with toy and other two products. They contain small separable parts that pose risk of swallowing or inhaling especially to small children. However, we also detected a number of other products that can be dangerous when used improperly. Therefore I recommend consumers to consider the rate of risk before they purchase any toy for their child,” said Vladimír Velčovský, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. Bans on sale of 629 pieces of various toys were issued – most frequently due to formal shortcomings, e.g. insufficient marking or missing information and safety warnings. 
Market surveillance by the CTIA is permanently focused on compliance with requirements stipulated in the Act on Technical Requirements for Products (Act No. 22/1997 Coll.) and appropriate implementing and technical regulations (Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Toys, and a number of standards ČSN EN 71, and ČSN EN 62115, laying down individual technical and safety requirements for toys; namely ČSN EN 71-1:2011 – Safety of Toys part 1 – mechanical and physical characteristics, and ČSN EN 62115 Electric Toys).
In the period of April 1 to June 30, 2013, a total of 343 inspections of toys at 331 distributors, 11 importers, and 1 manufacturer were carried out. Infringements of applicable regulations were detected in 185 cases, i.e. 53.9% of inspections. CTIA inspectors checked whether products that could endanger the health or safety of persons with regard to unsuitable mechanical or physical characteristics of toys, bad construction of toys, incorrect or wrong warnings and other missing information necessary to fulfil elementary safety requirements are sold in the market. 
	Results of inspections of toys – second quarter of 2013

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Detected violations in  %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	44
	12
	27.3%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	16
	5
	31.3%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	73
	50
	68.5%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	67
	45
	67.2%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	41
	22
	53.7%

	Jihomoravský a Zlínský
	61
	22
	36.1%

	Moravskoslezský a Olomoucký
	41
	29
	70.7%

	Total
	343
	185
	53.9%


Inspections of accompanying documentation 
Within the inspection of accompanying documentation concerning individual types of toys, especially marking and safety information for consumers relating to the particular types of toys were checked. Shortcomings were detected in 168 cases. Valid EC declaration of conformity of the product with safety requirements was checked at importer and manufacturer. No defects were found.
Detected shortcomings 

Within the inspection action, 441 types of toys were checked. Shortcomings were detected in 185 types (models). 
Inspectors found shortcomings in product marking with the CE mark in 13 cases – violation of section 19a par. 3a) of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. As regards assembled toys, instructions for assembly were inspected and no violation of obligations was detected. 
Shortcomings in other obligatory marking of toys (violations of section 19a par. 4b) and e) of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll.) were as follows:
· Toys failed to comply with requirements of harmonized standard
· Missing obligatory information for consumers and warnings against risks related to incorrect use
· Information for consumers and obligatory warnings only in a foreign language
· Missing information about suitable age of users of particular toy
· Manufacturer, importer or distributor was not stated on the product
· Missing information about identification of supplying commercial subject
Results of inspections of collected products
During the second quarter of 2013, the following 11 types of toys were collected and handed over to assessment: Egg with a toy Formula, Egg with a toy Crazy Fruits, Wooden assembly – rings on a stick with animal motive, Plastic flute, Wooden assembly 2153, Key pendant with a doll, Whistle Profi Sport, Wooden moneybox, Cuddly toy – dog, Green horse intended for jumping, and doll buggy. 
Results of safety assessment showed that the Green horse intended for jumping met the stipulated requirements for safety. Other four samples of collected products failed the requirements as stipulated in the Government Order – the following toys or their packaging (eggs with toys) are composed of small parts which can be swallowed or inhaled: 
· Egg with a toy Formula
· Egg with a toy Crazy Fruits 
· Wooden moneybox
· Key pendant with a doll
Documentation concerning the above mentioned risky products has been or will be forwarded to the contact point of the Ministry of Industry and Trade and will be notified into the RAPEX system (description of products and risks is available in the attachment). 
Tests of the following six products have not ended: Wooden assembly – rings on a stick, Plastic flute, Wooden assembly, Whistle Profi Sport, Cuddly toy – dog, and doll buggy
Taken measures
· Ban on sale of 629 pieces of toys amounting to 58,510 CZK - 26 cases;
· Measures to removal of detected shortcomings imposed in 40 cases;
· 84 on-the-spot fines amounting to 158,500 CZK were imposed;
· Suggestions to launch administrative proceedings issued in 91 cases.
After all documentation concerning other risky products is also elaborated with regard to the significance of detected shortcomings, these toys will also be announced to the contact point at the MIT which will notify them into the database of dangerous products RAPEX.
Results of inspections of toys in second quarter of 2013

	Total number of inspections within the inspection action
	343

	Inspection of provided documentation (EC declaration of conformity, documents)
	12

	Inspection of product types
	441

	Total number of individual inspections by the CTIA
	343

	Inspection at distributor
	331

	Inspection at importer to the EU
	11

	Inspection at manufacturer
	1

	Total number of collected samples of products within the CA
	11

	Number of noncompliant samples
	4

	Statistics of shortcomings
	185

	Shortcomings concerning provided documentation
	0

	Shortcomings concerning obligatory marking (CE mark, pictograms etc.)
	13

	Shortcomings detected by inspectors on the spot – obvious defects
	168

	Failure to comply with applicable standard (laboratory safety assessment)
	4

	Other shortcomings
	0

	Total number of types (models) with shortcomings
	185

	Overview of subsequent measures
	

	Number of taken measures
	87

	Fines imposed on the spot – amount in CZK
	158,500

	Measures to removal of shortcomings
	40

	Number of suggestions to launch administrative proceedings
	91

	Number of imposed bans on sale of products
	26

	Number of pieces of products – ban on sale (distribution)
	629

	Total value of banned goods in CZK 
	58,510


Conclusion
Primary task of the market surveillance by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority is monitoring of safety and characteristics of products within the assortment of toys intended for smallest consumers who are not able to protect themselves against dangerous or risky products or to avoid potential accidents that could cause immediate health damage or serious health consequences. During the first half of 2013, a total of 651 inspections concerning assortment of toys were carried out and inspectors proved breaches of obligations in 340 cases (i.e. in 52.2% of inspections). 280 fines amounting to 1.3 million CZK were lawfully imposed during the respective period. 
With regard to the high number of findings and a significant rate of risk for easily vulnerable users, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority will continue monitoring the market with toys and inspecting the products with the same intensity in the following period.
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