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	PRESS RELEASE


Some manufacturers deceive on effectiveness of domestic wastewater treatment plants
(Final report of project on packed and/or site assembled domestic wastewater treatment plants for up to 50 PT)

(Prague, October 8, 2013) From April 2012 to June 2013, based on suggestion by the Ministry of Environment as well as submissions or inquiries by consumers an inspection action was carried at 47 manufacturers of domestic wastewater treatment plants. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority is the surveillance authority in terms of the respective products. Inspectors used manufacturers’ documentation provided by water authorities within building permits. “Within inspections, the CTIA inspectors among others proved that some manufacturers provided untruthful information. They exaggerated the cleaning effectiveness in comparison with real results of initial type tests and provided double documentation – one for CTIA and the other for building authorities. Ministry of Environment and water authorities will be notified of the results of the inspection action,” the Director General of the CTIA Vladimír Velčovský summed-up the results of the project’s final report.
Inspections of packed or site assembled wastewater treatment plants for up to 50 PT and prefabricated septic tanks were carried out based on submission by the Ministry of Environment (ME), Department of Water Protection. The inspection focused on compliance with the Act No. 22ˇ1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products, and Government Order No. 190/2002 Coll. that lays down technical requirements for CE marked construction products started in April 2012 and ended in June 2013. 
As from 2010, an amendment of the Act No. 254/2001 Coll. on Water came into force and anchored the possibility to notify water facilities intended for waste water treatment for up to 50 PT in compliance with the Building Act No. 183/2006 Coll. The condition is to meet requirements determined by the Water Act and appropriate government orders (No. 61/2003 Coll. – for cases of discharge of wastewater into surface water, and No. 416/2010 Coll. for cases of water sewage to groundwater). Elementary legal requirement is that a water facility intended for wastewater treatment for up to 50 PT is from a major part composed of a CE marked product in compliance with the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. Permit to building notification is issued by locally appropriate water authority based on manufacturer’s “Declaration of conformity” provided by the notifying person. Based on declaration of conformity, the water authority assesses whether the facility – domestic wastewater treatment plant (DWTP) complies with cleaning effectiveness as required by the government orders. 
Suggestion was submitted to the Czech Trade Inspection Authority by the Ministry of Environment and water authorities after they had notified untruthful data in accepted declarations of conformity. Results provided by manufacturer exaggerated real results of initial test of the respective type. Manufacturers are not obliged to provide water authorities with protocols of the initial type test and water authorities are not entitled to ask for information at notified bodies with regard to business contracts with manufacturers. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority is an inspection body to which manufacturers are – in compliance with law – obliged to provide protocols of initial product tests. 
Inspection focus
Based on the above mentioned suggestion and other submissions by consumers, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority launched inspections of construction products. Within the inspections, inspectors checked truthfulness of data provided in declaration of conformity, namely cleaning effectiveness with regard to provided protocols on initial product type text and abidance with other requirements stemming from the Act on Technical Requirements for Products and appropriate implementing and technical regulations. Inspectors among others checked whether for the Czech market manufactures elaborated technical data, instructions for assembly, operating instructions, and instructions for maintenance in Czech. 
Technical standard ČSN EN 12566-3+A1 Packaged and/or site assembled domestic wastewater treatment plants for up to 50 PT, respectively ČSN EN 12566-1+A1 Prefabricated septic tanks, used for partial cleaning of sewage wastewater for up to 50 PT apply on construction products – domestic wastewater treatment plants. Inspection of these products is focused on abidance with the obligations stipulated in the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products and the Government Order No. 190/2002 Coll. that lays down technical requirements for CE marked construction products. (By July 1, 2013, the above mentioned order was abolished and replaced by the Regulation of the European Parliament and the Council No. 305/2011). 
In the Czech Republic, related requirements in compliance with the Government Order No. 23/2011 apply for the above mentioned products. The order has amended the Government Order No. 61/2003 Coll. on indicators and values of permissible pollution of surface water and wastewater and sewage systems and sensitive areas as amended by the Government Order No. 229/2007 Coll., and Government Order No. 416/2010 Coll. on indicators and values of permissible pollution of wastewater and belongings to discharge of wastewater into groundwater. These regulations lay down individual classes or categories of products and conditions for which it is necessary to prove cleaning effectiveness according to CHSK, BSK5, NL or according to CHSK, BSK5, NL, N-NH4+ and Pcelk.

The total of 47 manufacturers of domestic wastewater treatment plants (DWTP) was selected and the total of 29 subjects was subsequently inspected by the end of 2012, including 3 inspections at foreign manufacturers that were carried out in cooperation with Slovakian Trade Inspection. By June 2013, 16 of 18 remaining manufacturers were checked, including detection of information concerning one foreign manufacturer seated in the United Kingdom. 
Inspection results
Within inspections carried out in 2012, inspectors detected a number of mistakes in provided documents, including non-existence of testing protocols (ITT) concerning certain products. In 15 of 29 manufacturers – that included 3 Slovakian entities inspected by STI – breaches of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products (Act No. 22/1997 Coll.) were detected. Highest number of misconducts concerned CE marking. Based on documentation provided by water authorities, CTIA’s suspicion concerning existence of double documentation was proven – one set of documents was elaborated for CTIA and the other for building authorities.  In three cases it was detected that manufacturers placed a product on the market without conformity assessment. In one case counterfeited CE declaration of conformity was discovered – the respective manufacturer used declaration of conformity issued by a different manufacturer. Due to the above mentioned reasons the inspection action was prolonged and it was decided that all manufacturers identified by the Ministry of Environment would be inspected.
Remaining 18 manufacturers were checked in the period of January 2 to June 28, 2013, and other violations concerning provided documentation were detected, especially concerning belongings of CE marking and insufficient instructions for assembly of products. The inspections also confirmed that manufacturers provide different declaration of conformity to building permits and to CTIA. In two cases, non-existence of initial testing protocol (ITT) without which it is not possible to place products on the market was detected. 
Detected deficiencies
Within inspections of technical and accompanying documentation, inspectors found that 22 manufacturers of domestic wastewater treatment plants for up to 50 PT and prefabricated septic tanks fulfilled all obligations determined by applicable legal regulations. The respective manufacturers assessed conformity of products in stipulated way, marked their products with CE mark accompanied with all appropriate information and characteristics. CE marking was provided in business documentation and CE declaration of conformity contained a copy of CE mark – in compliance with the Government Order No. 190/2002 Coll., in the consequence of ČSN EN 12566-3+A1.

In 20 inspected subjects, shortcomings were detected concerning accompanying documentation relating to CE declaration of conformity or issue of two CE declarations of conformity with different parameters of cleaning effectiveness, further shortcomings concerning marking of products with CE mark or failure to meet obligations within assessment of conformity due to incorrect classification of products. 
In 2 manufacturers it was detected that they ended their business and their assortment was out of scope of the inspection project. Inspections have not ended at 2 manufacturers. 
Taken measures and imposed sanctions
· In 15 cases, inspected person – manufacturer – was ordered to remove detected shortcomings in determined limit or to take immediate necessary measures to make remedy and to inform the surveillance body about the taken measures;
· 8 manufacturers were imposed on-the-spot fines in the total amount of 55,000 CZK for the detected violations;
· In 1 case, fine amounting to 150,000 CZK was imposed in one case of breach of manufacturer’s obligation; administrative proceedings have been held or will be launched with 11 manufacturers;
· 1 inspected subject was asked to supplement technical documentation – in compliance with the Act No. 522/1991 Coll. on State Supervision.
Overall evaluation 

Out of the total number of 47 manufacturers and distributors of domestic wastewater treatment facilities operating in the Czech Republic by June 30, 2013, 29 subjects were inspected uring the first phase of the inspection in 2012.In the second phase – till June 30, 2013, 18 subjects were inspected. Two of the respective manufacturers have ended their activities or they have engaged in production of wastewater treatment facilities of higher capacity. Inspection is still carried out at two manufacturers – it was postponed due to floods. Please note that 4 manufacturers from abroad were included in the inspection action.
20 manufacturers – ca. 45% - violated the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products. Other manufacturers carried out conformity assessment in determined way – in compliance with requirements of the Government Order No. 190/2002 Coll. and ČSN EN 12566-3+A1 – and issued CE declaration of conformity in which they describe the characteristic cleaning effectiveness when using parameters that comply with measured values within protocols on initial type test issued by notified body. 
The highest number of misconducts concerned CE mark which was not accompanied by all required data and characteristics. Further, inspectors detected that CE mark was not included in accompanying commercial documentation and also that CE declaration of conformity did not contain copy of information for CE mark. The above mentioned discrepancies could cause mislead understanding of information and characteristics – this  could result in situation when for example a builder, construction company or water authority could not compare information and characteristics with data declared by manufacturer. There is a suspicion of purposeful manipulation with obligatory data resulting from efforts to avoid obligations stemming from the Act on Water and appropriate government order. 
Comparison of documents provided by water authorities and documents provided by manufacturers showed that there is double documentation used as the CTIA suspected – one is for CTIA and the other for building authorities. Within building permits, manufacturers provided the authorities with a different CE declaration of conformity in which they declared different values of cleaning effectiveness or other values of cleaning effectiveness not compliant with testing protocols (N-NH 4 a Pcelk). 

In 6 cases, inspectors found that manufacturers placed products on the market without declarations of conformity. In one case, CE declaration of conformity was counterfeited – inspected person provided declaration of conformity from a different manufacturer. 
Conclusion
Czech Trade Inspection Authority detected and proved that some manufacturers provided untrue information in CE declarations of conformity. They exaggerated cleaning effectiveness when compared to real results of initial type test. Some manufacturers also untruthfully claimed that products comply with requirements on higher cleaning effectiveness – class II and class III that have higher effectiveness of removal of carbon pollution and stabile nitrification or higher nitrification effectiveness and phosphor removal – and that products meet requirements of category of certified product intended for wastewater treatment from which wastewater can be discharged to ground water. Ministry of Environment and water authorities will be informed on the results of the inspection action after all inspections are closed. 
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