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	PRESS RELEASE


Purchases of anonymous and unmarked toys are not worth
(Interim report of third quarter 2013)
 (Prague, December 12, 2013) With regard to the range of assortment of toys and risks that these products pose when they fail safety requirements, monitoring of market with toys and surveillance carried out at distributors belong to major annual projects of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. Within 255 inspections carried out in the 3rd quarter of 2013, inspectors found out that more than a half of inspected entities breached obligations stipulated in legal regulations. CTIA imposed ban on sale of 470 pieces of products. Inspections have continued in the 4th quarter as well because inspections of safety and proper marking of toys are important especially before Christmas. 
Surveillance concerning distributors, importers, and producers of toys was continuously focused on compliance with provisions of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products and implementing legal regulations, i.e. the Act No. 22/1997, Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll., and harmonized standards ČSN EN 71 a ČSN EN 62115 that stipulate individual technical and safety requirements for toys.
Inspectors checked whether toys are sold that could increasingly endanger the health or safety of children as a result of wrong mechanical and physical characteristics, bad construction of toys or insufficient or incorrect warnings and other information necessary for fulfilment of elementary safety requirements. 

	Results of inspections on toys (3rd quarter of 2013)

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Detected breaches in %

	Středočeský and Prague 
	22
	11
	50.0%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	20
	2
	10.0%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	37
	29
	78.4%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	59
	35
	59.3%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	35
	15
	42.9%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	28
	9
	32.1%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký 
	54
	37
	68.5%

	Total
	255
	138
	54.1%


Within surveillance activities carried out at 255 entities from July 1 to September 30, 2013, inspectors focused on toys intended by manufacturer to both children below 36 months of age, because there are stricter safety requirements concerning such users, and children below 14 years of age. Breaches of applicable legal regulations were detected in 138 cases. CTIA carried out 249 inspections at distributors, i.e. at workplaces or points of sale, 1 inspection concerned a distributor and 5 inspections concerned producers. 
Inspections of accompanying documentation 

As regards accompanying documentation and obligatory consumer information, it was inspected whether toys are equipped with safety information for users or whether information contained any restrictions (e.g. pictogram concerning the fact that toys are not suitable for children below 3 years of age) as well as reasons for such restrictions. Furthermore, CE declaration of conformity and respective documentation was inspected at producers and distributors (in compliance with requirements of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. and GO No. 86/2011 Coll.). 

Breaches, measures and sanctions
Detected shortcomings concerning obligatory CE marking of toys, i.e. breaches of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products and the Government Order No. 86/2011 Coll., were as follows: 
· Selling products without obligatory CE mark of conformity (breach of producer’s obligations stipulated in GO – section 4 par. 1);
· Distribution of products that fail requirements of GO (breaches of distributor’s obligation stipulated in GO – section 7 par. 1,3,4);
· Failure to comply with distributor’s obligations to keep necessary documents concerning identification of all entities that supplied respective products or that he sold the toys to (GO – section 8). 
Within inspections, inspectors visually checked toys intended for children below 36 months and elder, i.e. up to 14 years of age. On the spot they especially detected shortcomings concerning content of small parts in toys that seemed to be intended for children below three years of age. 
Breaches of the Act on Consumer Protection:

· Selling toys that infringed certain intellectual property rights: illegal use of the trade mark Monster High for dolls and detected counterfeits of other toys with deceitful trade marks Hello Kitty, ICE AGE, and The Smurfs – breach of section 5 par. 2; 

· Failure to meet information obligations – breach of section 9;

· Sale of toys without marking of producer, importer or supplier – breach of section 10;
· Provision of information about the product only in a foreign language – breach of section 11. 

Inspectors imposed prohibition on sale in 25 cases, namely 470 pieces of toys amounting to the total of 47,630 CZK. 

A total of 138 fines totalling to 923,500 CZK were lawfully imposed within the inspection action aimed at toys in the third quarter of 2013. 61 inspected entities paid the on-the-spot fines amounting to the total of 85,500 CZK. Fines will soon be imposed on other 47 inspected subjects. 
Collection of inspected samples
Based on consumers’ complaints and realistic suspicions that producers failed safety requirements, 4 types of toys were collected in the market during the third quarter of 2013. 

Authorized test rooms assessed a total of 3 types of toys all of which met the safety requirements. The following products were involved: airplane Looping Flyer, swing Hello Kitty and children’s roller skates Spartan Sport. 
Experts of the CTIA inspectorate seated in Brno assessed another collected toy, set of musical instruments AGATKA – saxophone and guitar as dangerous (see http://www.coi.cz/riziko-vdechnuti-naustku-detskeho-saxofonu-nc836/). The mouthpiece poses danger to children as it is easy to separate and can be inhaled or swallowed. On September 9, 2013, based on CTIA notification the product was published in the database of dangerous products RAPEX (No. A12/1255/13).
	RESULTS OF SURVEILLANCE INSPECTION ACTION - TOYS (3rd quarter of 2013)

	Total number of inspections within inspection action
	255
	

	Inspections at distributors
	249
	

	Inspection at importer to EU
	1
	

	Inspection at producer
	5
	

	Total number of inspected types within inspection action
	
	

	Total number of collected samples of products within the inspection action
	4
	

	Number of noncompliant samples
	1
	

	STATS OF SUBSEQUENT MEASURES
	
	

	Number and value of imposed measures that came into force in 3rd quarter of 2013
	138
	923,500 CZK

	Out of which on-the-spot imposed measures imposed  - on-the-spot fines/value in CZK
	61
	85,500 CZK

	Number of suggestions concerning launch of administrative proceedings 
	47
	

	Number of imposed bans on sale of a product
	25
	

	Number of products whose sale/distribution was prohibited
	470
	

	Total value of prohibited goods in CZK
	
	47,630 CZK


Conclusion
Within annual surveillance, inspectors of the CTIA continuously check all consumers’ submissions that point at sale of dangerous products. They focus not only on inspecting whether manufacturers, importers and distributors comply with formal belongings as required for toys by legal and technical regulations, but especially on characteristics of toys in order to eliminate risks of accidents that could cause immediate injuries or have serious health consequences. 
Interim results of inspections of toys in 3rd quarter proved that it is necessary that the Czech Trade Inspection Authority pays due attention to this assortment. One of the reasons why the market with toys will still be under surveillance of the inspectors is that toys are one of the major goods purchased before Christmas. Attention will increasingly be paid to their safety both in shops and seasonal events such as advent and Christmas markets. 
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