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	PRESS RELEASE


Sellers, producers, and importers still breach Act on Packaging
(Final Report of 2013)

(Prague, January 7, 2014)  Subjects that place on the market any types of packaging shall respect a number of provisions stipulated in the Act on Packaging which is supervised by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. Surveillance especially concerns compliance with limits of heavy metals content in packaging as well as responsibility to ensure safe take-back of packaging. Among others, vendors are obliged to comply with provisions concerning returnable deposit packaging. Inspectors detected breaches of the Act on Packaging in ca 5% of 840 inspections. However, most frequently they discovered failure to correctly bill prices for repurchased returnable packages as stipulated by the Act on Consumer Protection. So far, a total of 73 fines amounting to almost 100,000 CZK have been imposed and fines for more serious infringements will be imposed in administrative proceedings during the following period.
All inspectorates participated in the all-year inspection action. In the period of January 14 to November 22, 2013, inspectors visited a total of 840 premises. Inspections were focused on abidance with obligations in compliance with the Act No. 477/2001 Coll. on Packaging and provisions of the Act on Consumer Protection (sections 12 and 18 of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll.) related to repurchase of returnable deposit packages. Inspections were carried out on the whole territory of the Czech Republic, namely at vendors in chain stores and other workplaces offering appropriate assortment as well as commercial subjects that place packaging on the market, i.e. producers and importers of packaging. 
	Packaging – inspection results of 2013

	
	Total number of inspections
	Inspections of sellers
	Inspections of producer/importer
	Inspections with breaches of Act on Packaging
	Breaches of Act on Packaging
	Number of breaches of Act on Consumer Protection*)
§12, § 18
	On the spot fines
number/ amount in CZK

	
	
	
	
	
	Producer/importer § 5
	vendor
§ 9, par. 4 a 10
	
	

	Total
	840
	802
	38
	41
	5
	36
	152
	73 fines/
99,000 CZK

	Share in %
	100%
	95.5%
	4.5%
	4.9%
	0.6%
	4.3%
	18.1%
	


*) Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection 


A total of 840 workplaces were inspected, including 802 inspections of sellers, i.e. persons who put packaging into free circulation, and 38 inspections of producers or importers, i.e. persons who place packaging on the market.
Violations of the Act on Packaging
Shortcomings were detected in 41 cases, i.e. 4.9% of the total number of inspected workplaces. A total of 34 inspected subjects (4.0%) breached the obligation to offer identical beverages in returnable deposit packaging, provided these beverages are sold in packaging which is not returnable deposit packaging as determined for retail premises of an area equal as or larger than 200 m2 by provision of section 9 par. 10 of the Act on Packaging. 
Violations of the Act on Packaging were detected in five cases of the total of 38 inspected producers or importers – breaches of section 5. 

Returnable deposit packaging is a packaging which is a part of product and for which a financial deposit is billed. Refund of the deposit is guaranteed to the consumer on return of the packaging. 

Persons shall adhere to the deposit amount applicable to returnable deposit packaging specified in an implementing legal regulation. A person who places on the market products in returnable deposit packaging shall mark the packaging as returnable deposit packaging in the manner specified in an implementing legal regulation. 
A person who places on the market or into circulation products in returnable deposit packaging shall repurchase the returnable deposit packaging without any quantity limitation and without making the refund conditional on the purchase of goods. Such person shall ensure that the returnable deposit packaging is repurchased at any time during its working hours.
A person with retail premises of an area of 200m2 or larger who  puts into circulation beverages in packaging which is not returnable deposit packaging shall offer identical beverages also in returnable deposit packaging, provided these beverages are placed on the market in such packaging.
From section 9 of the Act No. 774/2001 Coll., on Packaging
Breaches of the Act on Consumer Protection
Other numerous shortcomings were detected within inspections focused on compliance with obligations pursuant to the Act on Packaging at 152 inspected subjects (i.e. 18.1%) who failed to comply with provisions of the Act on Consumer Protection. Vendors most frequently breached section 18 (79 cases) when they failed to inform consumer about financial deposit for repurchase of returnable packaging and section 12 (73 cases) when they did not provide information about the deposit amount concerning beverages sold in returnable deposit packaging. 
Taken measures
In 73 cases, on-the-spot fines amounting to 99,000 CZK were imposed for the detected breaches. Other shortcomings detected within inspections have been subjects to administrative proceedings. 
Conclusion 

Despite the Act on Packaging has been effective for 13 years, inspectors of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority permanently detect breaches of obligations stipulated in the Act – to lower extent at producers and importers, while vendors mostly fail to comply with information obligations about financial deposit and repurchase of returnable deposit packaging in compliance with the Act on Consumer Protection. Frequency and extent of breaches is about the same as in the previous years, thus, inspections will continue in 2014.
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