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	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA: Proportion of poor quality fuels reduced in Czech market
(Monitoring of fuel quality in 2013)

(Prague, February 11, 2013)  All-year monitoring as well as continuous and targeted inspections carried out by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority in cooperation with other surveillance authorities in the Czech market with fuels have resulted in further slight reduction of proportion of poor quality motor fuels in the retail market. In 2013, CTIA collected a total of 2,495 samples of motor fuels, including 73 (2.9%) that failed requirements of technical standards. The proportion of minor deviations from required quality reduced when compared with 2012. However, serious deviations were detected in higher number of samples. According to nature of deviations from required quality we can assume that admixtures were used and significantly influenced characteristics of fuels. In these cases, not only consumers’ interests and the environment are damaged, but there also are tax evasions. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority lawfully imposed a total of 60 fines amounting to 11,813,000 CZK for sale of poor quality fuels in 2013. Collection and inspections of at least 2,600 fuel samples are planned for 2014.
Throughout the year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out monitoring of fuel quality as well as collection of motor fuel samples at filling stations on the whole territory of the Czech Republic which was in compliance with the Act No. 311/2006 Coll. on Fuels, including all respective implementing and technical regulations. Inspectors continuously collected samples of automotive petrol, diesel fuel, fuel blends, bio fuel, LPG, CNG, and Ethanol 85. They collected a total of 2,495 motor fuel samples out of which 73 failed stipulated quality requirements, i.e. 2.9%. 
Number of fuel samples to be collected is determined by the Decree No. 133/2010 Coll. that has been effective since June 1, 2010. Since then monitoring has covered also inspection of quality of FAME, CNG, and Ethanol E85. 
In 2013, a total of 555 consumers contacted the CTIA with their suspicions that filling stations operators sold poor quality fuels. Inspections proved legitimacy of such suspicions in 55 cases.
Development of quality of individual fuel types during 2013

	Noncompliant samples

	Period of 2013
	Petrol
	Diesel
	Diesel blend fuel*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG*
	Ethanol E85*
	Total

	January
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	1

	February
	2
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	5

	March
	3
	5
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	10

	April
	3
	3
	2
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	8

	May
	5
	0
	Not collected
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5

	June
	2
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Not collected
	8

	July
	3
	4
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	8

	August
	2
	3
	0
	1
	0
	0
	Not collected
	6

	September
	2
	5
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	8

	October
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	November
	1
	4
	1
	0
	2
	0
	0
	8

	December
	0
	2
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	5

	Total
	23
	37
	5
	1
	7
	0
	0
	73


*) Available in limited amounts in the market network
	Noncompliant samples in %

	Period of 2013
	Petrol
	Diesel
	Diesel blend fuel*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG*
	Ethanol E85*
	Total

	January
	0.0
	1.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	0.6

	February
	3.0
	3.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	2.4

	March
	4.1
	5.0
	20.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	4.5

	April
	5.7
	4.1
	22.2
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	4.8

	May
	6.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	2.3

	June
	2.4
	6.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	3.8

	July
	3.5
	4.0
	0.0
	0.0
	4.2
	0.0
	0.0
	3.6

	August
	2.4
	3.0
	0.0
	100.0
	0.0
	0.0
	Not collected
	2.7

	Period of 2013
	Petrol
	Diesel
	Diesel Blended Fuel*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG*
	Ethanol E85*
	Total

	September
	2.4
	4.8
	0.0
	0.0
	3.3
	0.0
	0.0
	3.3

	October
	0.0
	1.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.5

	November
	1.2
	3.8
	20.0
	0.0
	8.3
	0.0
	0.0
	3.6

	December
	0.0
	2.6
	0.0
	0.0
	18.8
	0.0
	0.0
	3.0

	Total
	2.5
	3.2
	7.0
	4.8
	2,3
	0.0
	0.0
	2.9


*) Available in limited amounts in the market network
The tables show that the quality of inspected motor fuel samples varied in 2013. The highest proportion of noncompliant fuel samples was detected in April – 4.8%. The lowest was in October – only 0.5% of poor quality samples. 
Automotive petrol
A total of 906 samples of the respective fuel type were collected within the monitored period. 23 samples failed requirements of the appropriate technical standard. Among the most frequent noncompliant quality parameters belonged end of distillation – 19 samples, motor octane number (MON) – 12 samples; and research octane number (RON) – 11 samples. Other noncompliant quality indicators were distilled content at 100°C, distilled content at 150°C, vapour pressure, methanol content, and induction period. A total of 883 samples complied with the appropriate technical standard within all quality indicators. 
Diesel fuels
A total of 1,144 diesel fuel samples were collected and inspected. 37 samples failed the quality indicators as determined by the appropriate technical standard. Laboratory analysis most frequently showed that flash point (25 cases) and distillation test (12 samples) were noncompliant. Other noncompliant quality indicators were excessive content of sulphur and fatty acid methyl ester (FAME). A total of 1,107 diesel fuel samples complied with the appropriate technical standard within all quality indicators. 

Mixed fuel
A total of 71 samples of diesel fuel blends (DFB 30) were collected and inspected, including 5 samples that failed the following quality indicators: flash point – 3 samples, and FAME content – 2 samples. 66 samples of diesel fuel blends complied with the appropriate technical standard within all quality indicators.
FAME

This motor fuel still is available only in limited amounts in the retail market network hence only 21 samples of this fuel type were collected. Failure to comply with quality indicator FAME content was detected in 1 sample, i.e. 4.8%. The remaining 20 FAME samples complied with the appropriate technical standard within all quality indicators.
LPG (liquid petroleum gas)

7 samples (2.3%) of the total number of 298 inspected LPG samples failed the quality indicators as stipulated in the technical standard. Laboratory analysis proved exceeding of limit content of sulphur in all 7 samples, including one in which also lower octane number was detected. The remaining 291 LPG samples complied with the appropriate technical standard in all quality indicators.
CNG (compressed natural gas)

All of the 36 collected and inspected CNG samples met the quality requirements of the appropriate technical standard. 
Ethanol E-85

Ethanol belongs among fuels that are available only in limited amounts in the retail market network. All of the 19 detected Ethanol E-85 samples complied with the appropriate technical standard in all quality indicators.

Detailed results according to individual motor fuel types, including detected noncompliant criteria are available in the attachment.
Bio fuels in fuels

During 2013, content of fatty acid methyl ester was inspected in 1,144 samples of diesel fuel. Laboratory analysis showed exceeding of upper acceptable limit of bio fuels content in one sample.
Ethanol content in automotive petrol was inspected in 609 samples. Exceeding of the upper acceptable limit of bio fuels content was not detected. 
Mobile laboratory 
In 4 cases of monitoring and inspecting of fuels quality the mobile laboratory as well as services of the authorized laboratory of the company SGS Czech Republic, s.r.o. were used. Their services were used for operative inspections, namely when resolving consumers’ submissions or in cases of suspicions of intentional manipulation with motor fuels. Out of 3 samples of diesel fuel and 1 sample of automotive petrol, 1 diesel fuel sample failed. 
As from May 2013, tests with shortened reaction period, the so called express tests, have been used within these operative inspections. Based on their results, i.e. detected breach of inspected fuel, the CTIA is authorized to take appropriate measures within a shortened time limit – to impose ban on sale of sale of poor quality fuels until remedy is made. 
Development of fuel quality in inter-annual comparison
	Noncompliant samples in %

	Year
	Petrol
	Diesel fuel
	Diesel fuel blend*
	FAME*
	LPG
	CNG*
	Ethanol* E85
	Total

	2nd half of 2001
	5.7
	15.8
	42.7
	-
	-
	-
	-
	13.5

	2002
	4.0
	12.2
	27.7
	-
	-
	-
	-
	9.0

	2003
	10.4
	13.4
	20.8
	-
	12.9
	-
	-
	12.4

	2004
	6.3
	12.3
	14.5
	-
	2.5
	-
	-
	8.6

	2005
	4.1
	7.9
	10.3
	-
	4.3
	-
	-
	6.1

	2006
	2.4
	6.9
	17.5
	-
	2.0
	-
	-
	4.8

	2007
	3.3
	5.4
	46.7
	-
	2.0
	-
	-
	4.6

	2008
	1.8
	8.9
	66.7
	-
	4.0
	-
	-
	5.6

	2009
	2.5
	7.9
	40.0
	-
	1.5
	-
	-
	5.0

	2010
	5.6
	9.6
	23.8
	25.0
	0.5
	0.0
	65.2
	7.9

	2011
	2.1
	6.0
	17.7
	17.4
	0.0
	0.0
	21.7
	4.4

	2012
	1.8
	4.0
	18.2
	4.8
	1.7
	0.0
	5.3
	3.1

	2013
	2.5
	3.2
	7.0
	4.8
	2.3
	0.0
	0.0
	2.9


*) Higher proportion of noncompliant samples marked with this sign is influenced by lower number of collected and tested motor fuel samples.
The overview of inter-annual inspection results shows that according to findings of the CTIA proportion of poor quality fuels has decreased in the retail market network in the Czech Republic within the recent three years. In 2011, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority collected a total of 2,303 motor fuel samples, including 102 (4.4%) that failed the quality requirements. 
In 2012, 98 (3.1%) of the total number of 3,172 collected fuel samples failed the quality indicators which was the best result since the beginning of monitoring of the Czech market. This was despite the fact that in the second half-year the number of collected samples increased by about 500. The trend continued the last year during which the Czech Trade Inspection Authority collected and inspected 2,495 motor fuel samples including 73 samples (i.e. 2.9%) that failed the quality requirements, meaning that there was a slight improvement by 0.2% when compared with the previous year. 
In 2013, fuel quality improved concerning diesel fuel, diesel fuel blends, and Ethanol E-85. Higher number of poor quality motor fuel samples was detected in automotive petrol and LPG. 
Imposed measures and sanctions
During the year, CTIA imposed a total of 25 bans on sale of 115,603.26 litres of fuels amounting to 3,815,322 CZK until remedy. 13 bans concerned poor quality diesel fuel, 4 bans concerned the following fuel types: automotive petrol, diesel fuel blends, and LPG. 

In 2013, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority lawfully imposed 60 fines amounting to the total of 11,813,000 CZK for breaches of required quality of fuels. 
Conclusion
When it comes to significance of deviations from the quality requirements of technical standards, the proportion of less significant deviations, namely operational and seasonal deviations, decreased in comparison with 2013. However, last year CTIA detected higher number of more significant deviations. The nature of the deviations suggests that ingredients are added into fuels and have significant influence on their quality. In these cases, there aren’t damages only to consumers and their property, but also to the environment and fiscal interests of the state (tax evasion). 
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority also closely cooperates with the bodies of Customs Administration, General Financial Directorate, and the Police of the Czech Republic. These state authorities are continuously informed about inspected subjects with detected shortcomings concerning fuels. 
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Monitoring of fuel quality in 2013 (2 pages)
Comparison of fuel quality in 2013 and 2012
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