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	PRESS RELEASE


Defects in one fourth of playgrounds 
(Final report of the project of 2013)

(Prague, April 15, 2014) Inspections of playgrounds and play elements are not carried out throughout the whole year, but in the months when they are used by children. Last year, due to cold weather the inspection action was launched on April 2 and lasted till the end of August. Defects were detected in 30 cases of the total of 119 inspections. CTIA inspectors inspected more than 350 installed play articles. The major aim of surveillance concerning equipment of playgrounds is to minimize risks of children’s injuries that are especially caused by bad construction of play elements, their incorrect installation, insufficient maintenance or long-term use. 
Inspection action focused on equipment of children playgrounds was carried out from April 2 to August 30 and employees of all inspectorates of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority and selected employees of the Technical Inspection Department participated in it. Inspections were focused on documents related to assessment of products’ conformity with technical regulations (type certificates, test protocols and so on), search for risky play elements and sets regarding construction, installation and maintenance of play equipment.
The aim of the action was to find play elements that are already in operation and that could endanger health or safety of children with regard to bad mechanic or physical characteristics of products, wrong construction or insufficient or incorrect warnings and other information necessary to meet elementary safety requirements. 
Within 119 inspections and local investigations at 6 manufacturers, including three operators of playgrounds, 1 importer from a third country (USA) and 112 operators, employees of the CTIA inspectorates detected shortcomings of various degrees of significance in 30 cases. They inspected a total of more than 350 installed play elements. 
CTIA employees required operation regulations, technical and accompanying documentation concerning the products, manufacturer’s declaration of conformity, manufacturer’s certificates, instructions for operators (i.e. way of control – usual visual, operational, main annual inspection) and written documentation on carried out inspection. Instructions for installation were inspected only at manufacturers and no shortcomings were detected. Operators of play elements have no obligation to keep such documentation. 
	Inspections of playgrounds – play elements (year 2013)

	Inspectorate
	Total number of inspections
	Number of inspections with findings

	Středočeský and Prague
	28
	17

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	11
	0

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	12
	0

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	25
	6

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	13
	0

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	16
	0

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	14
	7

	Total
	119
	30


To check whether manufacturer or importer meets his obligations stipulated in the Act on Technical Requirements for Products in compliance with section 13 paragraph 1 and 2 of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll., previous inspection of play elements at playgrounds and their operators is necessary. Applicable technical standards stipulate requirements that protect children from the dangers that a child is not able to predict when using such articles in an intended or expectable way. 
Play elements and equipment intended for playgrounds are selected products regulated by requirements of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on General Safety of Products specified in Government Order No. 173/1997 Coll. that specifies selected products for conformity assessment, affix No. 2, item No. 6 “Amusement Devices – Playground equipment“. 

· Selected technical standards, harmonized in GO No. 173/1997 Coll.: 
· ČSN EN 1176 – Equipment and surfacing of playgrounds that stipulates both general and specific safety requirements and test methods:
· - Part 1: General safety requirements and test methods 
- Part 2: Other specific safety requirements and test methods for swings 
- Part 3: for slides
- Part 4: for cableways
- Part 5: for carousels
- Part 6: for rocking equipment 
- Part 7: instructions for establishing, inspection, maintenance and operation 
- Part 10: for fully enclosed play equipment
· ČSN EN 1177: Impact Absorbing Surfacing – Determination of Critical Fall Height
- Part 11: for spatial networks
In terms of products originating in EU Member States, only fulfilment of EN 1176 – Equipment and surfacing of children playground is inspected at operators.
Detected shortcomings

Within the inspection action, various types of play elements and equipment of playgrounds were inspected, including carousels, climbing frames, slides, rocking equipment, swings, climbing sets, play sets, rope pyramids, towers with slides and rope bridges and so on. The following shortcomings were detected within the inspections of play elements:

· Mechanic damage of a play element

· Damage of wooden element with incipient decay
· Insufficient surface treatment of equipment
· Unacceptable size of holes in installed equipment
· Insufficient impact absorbing surfacing
· Uncovered concrete foundations of an element
· Failure to mark equipment with identification stamp
· Failure to carry out regular annual inspection 

· Play element operated without issuing declaration of conformity
· Documentation in writing missing at operator
Risk analysis also was included in descriptions of particular detected defects concerning noncompliant play elements.
Imposed measures and sanctions
· Written prohibition of provision of services, i.e. use of playground, namely specified elements (non-selected products) at inspected playgrounds was issued by directors of appropriate inspectorates in 4 cases;
· 9 on-the-spot fines totalling to 10,500 CZK were imposed for breaches of the Act on Consumer Protection; 

· Administrative proceedings are held with manufacturers in 3 cases; 
· Terminated measure to remove detected shortcomings was imposed to inspected subjects in 12 cases;
· Prohibition of operation until remedy of shortcoming is made was imposed on 25 play elements.
Conclusion
The major objective of CTIA surveillance concerning playgrounds is to minimize dangers of accidents and injuries to children users caused by unnecessary risk stemming from bad construction of play elements, their wrong installation or insufficient maintenance or damage of installed play elements as a result of their long-term use. 

The positive inspection findings is that children playgrounds are on higher quality level than in previous years and that in most cases operators pay due attention to the safety of the equipment. The inspection action however also showed that some playgrounds still have certain defects because their operators fail certain requirements of applicable harmonized technical standards. 
Preventive action connected with explaining potential risks stemming from failures to meet requirements of applicable legal regulations and technical standards as well as subsequent cooperation with operators of playgrounds also helped improve the situation. Operators of these items realize their responsibility for potential consequences of children’s injuries, are very cooperative concerning fulfilment of CTIA requirements and remove detected shortcomings already during inspection or immediately after it. In several cases defective play element was completely withdrawn from the playground based on identified high risk of potential injury to children as identified by the CTIA employees.
At the same time we need to stress that the danger of injury or fall of a child cannot be totally eliminated at children playgrounds. It is necessary to accept certain risk rate with regard to individual skills of children pursuant to their age and their individual physical and mental characteristics. Therefore the very responsibility for health and safety of children is on their parents or other persons accompanying children at playgrounds. Continuous supervision and moderate instructions concerning responsibility during games can minimize the risk of injuries when connected also with proper state surveillance and responsible attitude of playgrounds’ operators. 
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