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	PRESS RELEASE


Counterfeits in luxury shops in Prague centre 

(Prague, November 24, 2014) Offer and sale of counterfeits of world known brands, especially at marketplaces in border regions, has been a long-term problem that several inspection authorities have dealt with. In addition, consumers know that no company would allow selling of their products at a marketplace stall. Thus, the fact that fakes of famous trademarks were also offered in luxury shops in the very centre of Prague can be a very unpleasant information. Within an extraordinary inspection action at two shops of the same owner on Friday November 21, CTIA inspectors detected almost 300 products infringing certain intellectual property rights that were offered for prices that were very close to prices of originals. 
At one moment, CTIA inspectors started inspections in two Prague luxury shops of the same owner and they collected in total 300 pieces of textile products infringing certain intellectual property rights. The products were stored out of reach of inspected persons. One of the shops is even situated in a famous shopping mall in the centre of Prague. Fakes especially concerned trousers, sweaters, shirts, and T-shirts illegally labelled with trade-marks Tommy Hilfiger, Dolce&Gabbana, Polo Ralph Lauren, A&F and Giorgio Armani whose value calculated in prices of originals was 804,150 CZK. 
Prices for which counterfeits were offered didn’t evoke any suspicion because they were close to prices of originals. However, consumer doesn’t expect fakes in any luxury shop and hence it is almost impossible to defend against this deceitful commercial practice. 

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority will start administrative proceedings with the vendor. Besides confiscation of goods, the inspected person can be imposed fine amounting up to 5 million CZK as determined by the Act on Consumer Protection in relation to prohibited use of deceitful commercial practices (offering and selling of products infringing certain intellectual property rights). 
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