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	PRESS RELEASE


Wine festival in Mělník – defects at rides and in stalls
(Prague, September 30, 2014) Last September weekend is a day of good wine as well as cuisine specialities and fun rides in the town of Mělník. A wine festival is traditionally held there and CTIA inspectors paid extraordinary attention to not only fairness of sale in stalls with refreshments and other sellers but also safety of amusement devices. Within visual inspections of 35 rides they detected operational shortcomings caused by incorrect installation. Prohibition of rides’ operation were imposed until remedy concerning 9 rides; in one case inspectors imposed terminated measure concerning removal of discovered defects. Inspectors also inspected 9 stalls with refreshments and detected shortcomings in 5 cases. 
Inspections of amusement devices
Technical inspectors visually checked installation of 35 amusement devices at the wine festival in Mělník. They especially focused on safe position of rides with regard to sloping terrain as well as operational defects such as insufficient anchoring of rides, functionality of railing, and other elements ensuring safety of users, various spaces or height of boarding platforms and so forth. These operational defects caused by installation of rides were detected in 9 cases. Technical defect was detected only in one case. Prohibition of operation was imposed on 9 rides until remedy and a terminated measure was imposed to one operator (change of damaged cover of a rotating reel which protects fingers against injuries).

Reasons for prohibition of operations:

· Bumper cars: in three cases boarding platforms were not equipped with stairs or any other device preventing potential fall or difference in height of individual parts exceeded the limit stipulated in the applicable technical standard 

· Hydraulic TWISTER a Hydraulic bench: height of the boarding platform was twice the height of stipulated limit (it was 0,50 m instead of 0,24 m);
· Inflatable rides: two rides were not anchored in the stipulated way and there was a danger that a user could fall out of it in case of strong wind;
· Children’s flyer: there was not enough space between vertical distance from the carousel and public space – nor protective railing was installed;
· Children’s corner: trampoline’s springs were uncovered, so there was a danger that a child’s leg could get stuck and the child could get injured. 

Operators were asked to provide confirmation of technical capability for the amusement devices for 2014 – Permission of technical public amusement devices.
Inspections concerning fairness of sale
Inspections of stalls carried out by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority were also with findings during the wine festival in Mělník. After previous monitoring, in total 9 sellers were selected and shortcomings were detected in 5 cases of inspections: 

3 inspections were carried out, including two without findings and one in which seller failed to provide declared weight of a meal. This resulted in the detriment to the consumer of 2.80 CZK. 
Within the other 6 inspections of stalls with refreshments 4 vendors violated their obligations as stipulated in the Act on Consumer Protection in the following 6 cases: 2 sellers didn’t properly mark their goods with prices and other 2 didn’t hold any certified measuring instrument for inspection of correct amount of drinks. Two sellers failed to give out bill of purchase on consumer’s request. 
Administrative proceedings will start with 5 inspected subjects.
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