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	PRESS RELEASE


Inspections of lighting intended for use in potentially explosive atmospheres
(Final report of the project of 2014 – ATEX – 94/9/ES)

(Prague, January 26, 2014) Inspections focused on lighting intended for use in potentially explosive atmospheres were carried out at seven manufacturers, one importer, and five distributors. All inspected persons ensured conformity assessment for selected products in a procedure compliant with lighting of particular categories pursuant to government order. Situation in the market was monitored within the inspection action – distributors identified suppliers and possible importer of lighting intended for use in potentially explosive atmospheres from non-EU countries. Despite the fact that officers of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority didn’t prove any formal shortcomings concerning inspected persons and products, market with lightings will still be monitored.
Inspections focused on lightings intended for use in potentially explosive atmospheres were carried out by officers-specialists from the Technical Inspection Department of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority within 13 commercial entities in 2014. Surveillance aimed at how these subjects that place products on the market comply with provisions of the Act No.22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products, regulated in detail in the Government Order No. 23/2003 Coll. Lighting intended for use in potentially explosive atmospheres are intentionally designed for use in mining spaces, e.g. fixed lighting installation or helmet lights. Surface lighting (fixed lighting installation, movable and hand lamps) are designed for needs of petrochemical industry as well as bulk storage facilities of materials and products where there is risk of spontaneous combustion. Lightings are classified according to used light source as bulb, fluorescent, discharge, and LED lamps.
Inspections of accompanying documentation and product labelling
CTIA officers inspected technical documentation, documents related to declaration of conformity, including certificates and tests protocols. Accompanying documentation was elaborated in compliance with GO No. 23/2003 Coll. and was without shortcomings. 
No shortcomings were detected among 20 products concerning obligatory marking of conformity pursuant to applicable government order. Mandatory CE marking was also without defects. 
No shortcomings were discovered concerning another obligatory additional marking[image: image2.png]


 which is required for lighting intended for use in potentially explosive atmospheres pursuant to Annex 1 of the GO No. 23/2013 Coll. All physically inspected products were equipped with instructions for assembly in compliance with Article 1.0.6 of Annex No. 2 of the GO No. 23/20003 Coll. 

Legal regulations governing placement of products in the market with lighting used in potentially explosive atmospheres 

Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products
Government Order No. 23/2003 Coll. that lays down technical requirements for that lays down technical requirements for equipment and protective systems intended for use in potentially explosive atmospheres
Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council ATEX 94/9/ES, on the approximation of the laws of the Member States
Harmonized technical standards related to the GO No. 23/2003 Coll.

Conclusion
The inspection project which focused on lighting intended for use in potentially explosive atmospheres was complex and fully met its objectives: it examined conditions for placing these products on the Czech market and letting them into distribution. National manufacturers of such lightings are small- or middle-sized companies with specific profile of production programme oriented on mining and petrochemical industry in the Czech Republic and partly covering the needs of the European internal market. Inspected subjects comply with legal requirements stipulated for assessment of products’ conformity with technical regulations and for placing them on the market. Classification of inspected products meets requirements determined by the ATEX Directive. Conformity assessment was carried out by authorized persons. 

Inspection action carried out by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority confirmed that condition of lighting intended for use in potentially explosive atmospheres has no formal shortcomings when offered in the Czech market. Despite this fact the assortment will still be monitored.
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