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	PRESS RELEASE


Every fourth waste collection facility damages consumers’ rights
(Continuous report of 2nd quarter of 2015)

(Prague, September 14, 2015) In the 2nd quarter of 2015, flaws were detected within 30 of 107 inspections carried out by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority within an inspection project focused on purchase of secondary raw materials. Six violations of the Act on Wastes was transferred to the Czech Environmental Inspectorate for further investigations. In total 17 fines amounting to the total of 158,000 CZK were lawfully imposed and use of 7 measuring instruments was prohibited in the evaluated period. Inspectors most frequently detected violations of principles of honest sale, e.g. in several cases vendors paid by tens of Czech crowns less than was the real price of purchased waste, some vendors didn’t inform consumers about prices of purchased raw materials or used scales without valid certification. “Violations of the Act on Wastes as detected by our inspectors were cases of two secondary raw material collection facilities that purchased a part of generally beneficial equipment despite this being literarily prohibited by law. These two flaws as well as other four violations of this Act were transferred to the Czech Environmental Inspectorate who would take further actions,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director General of the CTIA.
In the period from April 1 to June 30, 2015, in total 107 collection facilities were inspected within an inspection project by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority aimed at workplaces where secondary raw materials are purchased. CTIA officers inspected activities that are connected with purchase of secondary raw materials in cases when collection facilities offered their services to consumers. Employees of other state administration bodies participated in the inspections, namely respective trade licensing offices (in 23 cases) and the Czech Environmental Inspectorate (in 16 cases). Violations of generally binding legal regulations were discovered in 30 cases (i.e. 28.0%). Numbers of inspections carried out by individual inspectorates of the CTIA and detected breaches are displayed in the following chart: 

	Inspections of secondary raw material collection facilities – 2nd quarter of 2015

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Detected breaches in %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	22
	7
	31.8%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	12
	8
	66.7%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	18
	5
	27.8%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	26
	6
	23.1%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	7
	1
	14.3%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	10
	0
	0.0%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	12
	3
	25.0%

	Total
	107
	30
	28.0%


Detected violations, taken action and imposed sanctions
· In 6 cases, inspected entities violated the Act on Wastes (Act No. 185/2001 Coll.). In two cases, water gate valves were sold by inspectors acting as consumers, despite law explicitly prohibits purchase of generally beneficial equipment or their parts (section 18 par. 4). Other four violations of law consisted of payment to consumers in cash for purchased waste (section 18 par. 5);
· Violations of the Act on Consumer Protection (Act No. 634/1992 Coll.) were detected in 24 cases: principles of honest sale (section 3) were discovered in 18 cases. In some cases vendors paid by tens of Czech crowns less to consumers than was the real value of purchased materials. In 5 cases, consumer was not informed about the price of purchased secondary raw materials (section 12) and one service provider issued a receipt without required information (section 16);
· Inspectors imposed prohibition on use of 7 pieces of uncertified measuring instruments without valid certification for detected breaches of obligations determined by special legal regulations.

Individual CTIA inspectorates lawfully imposed 17 fines amounting to 158,000 CZK based on discovered violations of generally binding legal regulations in the surveillance competence of the CTIA during the 2nd quarter of 2015. 6 cases of infringements of the Act on Wastes were transferred to the Czech Environmental Inspectorate. 
Conclusion
Inspections of secondary raw material collection facilities are regularly included in the Plan of Inspection Activities of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority due to the fact that violations of binding legal regulations within the inspection scope of the CTIA are still detected in this business sphere. Inspectors repeatedly find use of uncertified measuring instruments or failures to inform consumers about prices of purchased raw materials. CTIA cooperates with other state administration bodies, especially trade licensing offices and the Czech Environmental Inspectorate. Within this inspection action, officers also paid attention to compliance with obligations determined for purchase of secondary raw materials by the Act on Wastes. Detected flaws were transferred for further investigations to appropriate surveillance authority, i.e. the Czech Environmental Inspectorate. 
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