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	PRESS RELEASE


Fish without bones can damage children’s health 

(Prague December 23, 2015) Within market monitoring, CTIA officers detected a product which poses serious risk of injury especially to children. A luminous pistol-shaped plastic fish with batteries and sounds is charged by button batteries that are accessible without the necessity to use any instrument. These batteries are small parts that can be easily inhaled or swallowed, so they can cause choking or suffocation and damage inner organs. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority prohibited further sale of the toy and distributor subsequently withdrew the product from the market. The product was notified into the system of dangerous products RAPEX, notification reference: INFO/229/15. 

Fish-shaped plastic pistol
Manufacturer/importer: 
unknown  

Country of origin: 

unknown
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Product description
The fish-shaped plastic pistol was available in two colours, pink and blue. Batteries with a LED diode were inserted into its grip. Three button cells powered the toy with sounds which started flickering and play a simple melody. The toy wasn’t labelled with any data or required information. 

Danger 

A professional assessment of product safety proved that the button cells are available without the necessity to use any instrument and it is possible to open the battery cover within just one move. The applicable technical standard determines that button batteries and R 1 batteries shall not be accessible without the necessity to use any instrument if their cover cannot be opened after at least two simultaneous independent moves.
During a game with the pistol, i.e. within usual and predictable way of use of the product, it is possible that a situation occurs when a child can be injured in the consequence of unwitting inhalation or swallowing of the released button cells which could result in choking or suffocation. After possible swallowing of batteries, a chemical reaction can arise and irreversibly damage inner organs. 
Taken action
   

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority prohibited selling of the dangerous luminous toy with sounds and the distributor subsequently withdrew the product from the market. After all documents had been elaborated, the product was notified into the system RAPEX and published under the notification reference INFO/229/15. 
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