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	PRESS RELEASE


Timber dog with cord falls apart in children’s hands
(Prague, January 4, 2016) Monitoring of the market with toys is carried out during the year. Officers of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority search for potentially dangerous toys that shall not be used for children’s games due to their construction, used materials or physical characteristics. This applies for toys that aren’t properly marked and equipped with required information and data. A timber pull-along dog is one of such toys that pose serious risk of health damage especially to smallest users. During laboratory tests the toy failed safety standards in several parameters. Therefore ban on distribution was imposed and the CTIA ordered withdrawal of the toy from distribution. The product was notified into the system RAPEX, file No. INFO/0220/15. 
Timber dog with cord
Manufacturer/importer: unknown
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Picture No. 1 Original product within sale
Brief description of the product
The pull-along toy is made from coloured timber parts and its length doesn’t exceed 20 cm. Dog’s ears are made from textile material and the tail consists of a flexible wire string with a timber top. A yellow textile cord is used for pulling the toy. No identification data are provided on the toy. 
Danger
The toy failed requirements of the Government Order on technical Requirements for Toys (GO No. 86/2011 Coll.) because it failed safety requirements stipulated in the applicable technical standard (ČSN EN 71-1:2011 + A3:2014, namely articles 5.1 – General Requirements, and 5.4 – Cords, chains, electrical cables in toys, Part 5 – Toys intended for children under 36 months).  
After a pull test was carried out, ears, head and tail separated from the toy and formed small parts (see picture No. 2) despite toy’s parts should resist the power of at least 90 ( 0.2 N if the largest accessible proportion of the tested part is more than 6 mm. As regards the timber dog, ears separated after the power of 4.8 (( 0.3) N and 8.5 (( 0.3) N was used. The nose separated when the power of 5.8 (( 0.3) N was used. The head separated when the power of 12.3 (( 0.3) N was used and in the consequence also another small part separated – a piece simulating a dog collar. Tail’s spring separated within pull test when the power of 20.1 (( 0.3) N was used and another small silicone part as well as tail’s yellow tip separated when the power of 85.0 (( 0.3) N was used.  These small parts fitted to the test tube for small parts (see picture 3).
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Pictures 2 and 3 Examples of small parts released from the toy during pull test and impact test.
The test also showed that also the cord of 1.42 mm (( 0.04 mm) failed standard’s requirement (minimal permitted thickness is 1.5 mm). The noncompliant length of the cord was 1.130 mm (( 2 mm). Maximal permitted length of such cord is 800 mm for pull-along toys. 

The number of detected defects showed that even a very small child can easily separate individual small parts of the product during usual manipulation with the toy and a situation can occur when the child’s health can be damaged in the consequence of inhalation or swallowing of small parts. This pull-along toy is obviously intended for small children for who hazard is posed also by a cord which is too long and hence dangerous. 
Taken action
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed a protective measure and prohibited distribution of this dangerous toy. It ordered the distributor to withdraw the product from the market because it fails technical requirements for toys. Documentation concerning the dangerous toy was published in the system RAPEX, file No. INFO/0220/15.
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