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	PRESS RELEASE


Inspections of pyrotechnics proved numerous flaws
(Final report of the inspection project)

(Prague, February 29, 2015) During the second half of 2015, the Czech trade Inspection Authority inspected 216 selling points offering pyrotechnic articles and products. Inspectors detected flaws in more than a third of cases and prohibition was imposed on sale of 3,066 pieces of pyrotechnic products for about CZK 120,000 that failed conditions for being placed on the market. 25 fines amounting to CZK 92,000 were imposed for less serious flaws and other fines will be imposed within administrative proceedings. “Inspectors found out that besides obligations stipulated in the Act on Consumer Protection sellers violated also the law on pyrotechnics as well as the law on arms and ammunition. In contradiction with these laws sellers offered pyrotechnic products without any marking or without information about particular hazard categories. Products weren’t equipped with instructions for use in Czech and information about the age category for which sale of a certain type of pyrotechnic products was limited. Inspection results proved that some sellers of pyrotechnics don’t comply with applicable legislation and it is, hence, necessary to repeat the inspection project focused on the risky assortment in 2016,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority. 
In the period from December 15 to December 31, 2015, a national inspection project of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority was carried out with the focus on offer, sale and storage of pyrotechnic products within the CTIA authorisations determined by legal regulations. 

Products are considered pyrotechnic when containing explosive substances or mixture of explosive substances intended for production of heat, light, sound, gas, smoke, or combination of these effects with the help of self-sustained exothermic chemical reactions.
The aim of the inspections was to check both physical and legal persons to find out their compliance with obligations stemming from generally binding legal regulations for offer, sale and storage of pyrotechnic products. Inspections reflected the dates when these products were placed on the market because the Act No. 206/2015 Coll. on pyrotechnic articles and products and their handling became effective on September 4, 2015, and products placed on the market earlier were inspected pursuant to the Act No. 156/2000 Coll. on the authentication of weapons, ammunition and pyrotechnic items. CTIA officers also inspected fulfilment of requirements of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection. 

The following charts show that violations of generally binding legal regulations were detected within 75 of 216 inspections of sale of pyrotechnic articles, i.e. 34.7%.

	Inspections of pyrotechnics (December 1ř to December 31, 2015)

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Detected breaches in %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	40
	4
	10.0%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	27
	10
	37.0%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	13
	9
	69.2%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	46
	20
	43.5%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	27
	10
	37.0%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	18
	11
	61.1%

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	45
	11
	24.4%

	Total
	216
	75
	34.7%


In 99 inspection cases, collaboration with other state administration bodies was used within the inspection project focused on offer, sale, storage, and handling of pyrotechnic products; most frequently it was cooperation with the Police of the Czech Republic, Fire Rescue Service and in several cases also with members of the Customs Administration, Alien Police as well as trade licensing offices. 

Detected flaws, imposed measures and sanctions
Violations of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer protection were detected in the following 86 cases:

· Most frequently sellers didn’t issue bill of purchase with all requirements based on consumer’s request (section 16 par. 1) – in 29 cases;
· 23 sellers breached the obligation to inform consumers about prices of offered products in compliance with pricing regulations (section 12);
· Flaws concerning information obligations – data about the manufacturer/importer, product marking and labelling, information about their safe use and handling (sections 9 to 11)  were discovered in 21 cases;
· Violations of other provisions of the Act on Consumer Protection were detected to a minor extent.
The Act No. 206/2015 Coll. on pyrotechnic articles and products and their handling was breached in 18 cases. Inspectors detected sale of pyrotechnic items that weren’t labelled with the CE marking; hazard category wasn’t displayed on products; products weren’t equipped with instructions for use in Czech or data concerning the age category of people to whom it is prohibited to sell these products.
Violation of the Act No. 156/2000 Coll. on the authentication of weapons, ammunition and pyrotechnic items were detected in 7 cases. Findings that weren’t within the scope of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority were transferred to the Czech Proof House for Arms and Ammunition. 
During the inspection action, sale of 3,066 pieces of pyrotechnic articles and products amounting to CZK 117,774 were imposed because they failed conditions for being placed on the market in the consequence of contradiction with the above mentioned legal regulations. 

Based on detected violations of generally binding legal regulations, 25 fines amounting to CZK 92,000 were lawfully imposed in the monitored period. Further fines will be imposed within administrative proceedings.
Conclusion 

Results of the inspections of offer, sale and storage of pyrotechnic articles and products carried out in late 2015 showed that some flaws were of formal nature, e.g. failure to issue bill of purchase and failure to inform about prices. In almost twenty cases inspected persons violated the law of pyrotechnics and in some cases also the law on arms and ammunition. With regard to the fact that the inspection results proved frequent failures to comply with applicable legal regulations, the project focused on offer, sale, storage, and handling with pyrotechnic articles and products will be included in the plan of inspections of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority in 2016. 
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