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	PRESS RELEASE


Watch out when selecting toys 

(Interim report of 2nd quarter of 2016)

(Prague, October 24, 2016) Toys safety is the elementary criteria for selecting suitable toys for children. Some products imported to the Czech market don’t comply with the legal requirements. Despite the fact that in the 2nd quarter of 2016 the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out almost by 100 inspections more than in the 1st quarter of 2016, the situation in the retail market hasn’t changed. Fines amounting to CZK 1,391,500 were imposed. “The situation in the market isn’t favourable. There are still toys that pose risk to children. And the Czech Trade Inspection Authority contributes to the elimination of unsuitable toys,” said the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority Mojmír Bezecný. 

In the period from April 1 to June 2016, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 597 inspections of toys intended for children from 0 to 14 years. The inspections were carried out in both ordinary shops and e-shops and were focused on compliance with the applicable legal regulations, stressing the compliance with the Act on Technical Requirements for Products (No. 22/1997 Coll.). 

	Results of inspections of toys for children from 0 to 14 years – 2nd quarter 2016  

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with breaches of applicable legal regulations
	Number of inspections with detected violation of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll.

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	65
	41
	40

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	75
	44
	23

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	157
	112
	51

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	114
	69
	58

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	43
	27
	24

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	85
	31
	12

	Moravskoslezský and Olomoucký
	58
	44
	38

	Total
	597
	368
	246


CTIA officers inspected accompanying documentation and consumer information and focused on whether the origin of toys is traceable (i.e. whether information about the manufacturer or importer is available) and whether products are equipped with other obligatory information. In case that the information contained certain restrictions, e.g. a pictogram indicating that the product isn’t suitable for children below 3 years, inspectors checked whether reasons of such limitations were announced to the consumer. 

Detected flaws:

1) In the 2nd quarter of 2016, the following toys were notified into the database of dangerous products RAPEX: 

· Toys with a candy (for more information see http://www.coi.cz/lovely-pet-show-with-candy-nebezpecna-hracka-nc2165/) 

· Clown with batteries (see more on ČOI http://www.coi.cz/klaun-na-baterie-neni-pro-deti-bezpecnou-hrackou-nc2048/)

· Wooden train (see more on ČOI http://www.coi.cz/dreveny-vlacek-skladacka-je-pro-nejmensi-deti-nebezpecna-nc2035/)

· Kaleidoscope (see more on ČOI http://www.coi.cz/detsky-kaleidoskop-je-pro-male-deti-nebezpecny-nc2069/)

· Rattle (see more on ČOI http://www.coi.cz/plastove-chrastitko-muze-ohrozit-zdravi-nejmensich-nc2211/)

· Garden swing Ladybird (see more on ČOI http://www.coi.cz/zahradni-detska-houpacka-beruska-rapex-nc2219/);
2) Breaches were discovered concerning distribution of toys that obviously failed the requirements determined by the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. and the applicable government order No. 86/2011 Coll. where information about the manufacturer or importer, consumer information or reasons for possible limitations (if toys weren’t suitable for a certain age group of children) weren’t provided  or the information wasn’t provided in Czech; 

3) Inspectors proved repeated sale of toys without the obligatory labelling with the CE marking. 

Imposed sanctions
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 597 inspections in the respective period and detected 368 violations of legal regulations for which 335 fines amounting to CZK 2,395,000 were imposed. In 246 cases, the Act on Technical Requirements for Products was breached – 215 fines amounting to CZK 1,391,500 were imposed. 

Prohibition of sale of 359 types of toys (namely 6,375 cases for CZK 198,828) was imposed.
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