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	PRESS RELEASE


Obligations for timber sale are the same all over the EU
(Prague, January 11, 2017) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority doesn’t focus only on compliance with the Act on Consumer Protection, but also with the EU Regulation which for example prohibits marketing of illegally cut wood and products made from such wood in the EU internal market. The Regulation imposes also other obligations on commercial entities and vendors. Sale of such products has become increasingly more demanded by consumers because some of them buy more firewood due to limited possibilities to produce or cut the wood on their own. CTIA officers aimed at compliance with legal regulations on timber trade and carried out 94 inspections during three months. The detected violations of legal regulations in 32 cases.

From August 1 to October 31, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out a national inspection action focused on compliance with legal regulations within the sale of firewood. The inspection above all related to compliance with the obligations determined by the Regulation (EU) No. 995/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down the obligations of operators who place timber and timber products on the market. Inspectors also aimed at compliance with the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection.
94 inspections were carried out within the inspection action. Violations of some obligations stipulated to vendors by legal regulations were detected within 32 inspections. In some cases, higher number of breaches of legal regulations were detected within a single inspection. In most cases, namely in 44 cases, the Act on Consumer Protection was breached by vendors who most frequently failed the obligation to inform consumers about prices of products or services. Further they didn’t mark products with clear and visible information, didn’t provide the correct weight, measure or amount and used a deceiving commercial practice. Only in one case the above mentioned Regulation was breached and administrative proceedings will be launched with the inspected person. 

27 fines amounting to CZK 85,000 were lawfully imposed for violations of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll. on Consumer Protection. 
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