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Some toys still with the same flaws
(Prague, October 15, 2018) In the second quarter of 2018, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out inspections aimed at compliance with the requirements for manufacturers and distributors of toys, as set by the Act on Technical Requirements for Products. In the period under review, 402 inspections were carried out, including 208 cases within which breaches of the Act were detected. "Reports from the inspectorates confirmed that the situation in the national market doesn’t significantly change. Some models of toys still have the same shortcomings that are of predominantly administrative nature. Inspected toys lack precise identification or the CE mark of conformity, there is no information about their manufacturer or importer to the EU. Such products are offered and sold without any warnings, while in some cases such information is displayed only in foreign languages," says the Director General of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority Mojmír Bezecný.
In the 2nd quarter of 2018, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority focused on compliance with the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on the Technical Requirements for Products, which are specified in the Government Decree No. 86/2011 Coll. on the Technical Requirements for Toys. CTIA carried out a total of 402 inspections of manufacturers, importers from the EU and distributors of toys intended for children under the age of 14. Within 278 inspections, the Authority detected infringements, including 208 breaches relating to the Act No. 22/1997 Coll.

Deficiencies identified

CTIA inspectors reviewed 1,299 toy models, and found deficiencies in 744 models:

• In 459 cases, there were deficiencies regarding identification of the manufacturer;
• In 371 cases, there were deficiencies regarding identification of the importer;
• 345 cases consisted of shortcomings within the accompanying documentation - there were no warnings, instructions for use or warnings in the Czech language;
• In 308 cases, there were shortcomings in the accompanying documentation where there were no warnings or instructions;
• In 219 cases, inspectors found that toys offered for sale didn’t have the CE marking of conformity – thanks to the CE marking manufacturers demonstrate that the manufactured toy complies with all the applicable legal regulations;
• In 211 cases, deficiencies were found in marking of toys with type, serial number or model.

The inspectors also found that the sale of some toys was completely without the required information.
Imposed measures 

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed in total 198 fines amounting to CZK 1,736,000 for breaches of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. It also prohibited offer and sale of 379 models of toys.
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