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	PRESS RELEASE



90% of inspected reflective tapes were not ok
(Prague, November 9, 2018) This year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out an inspection aimed at reflective tapes. Its officers inspected 37 types of reflective tapes and found violations of legislation in 33 cases. Most frequent shortcomings related to the CE marking and retroreflective characteristics.

This year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority completed an inspection aimed at fulfilling the basic requirements for reflective tapes. Specifically, these were photometric requirements according to ČSN EN 13356 (Article 4.2.2), reflective tape marking requirements, including CE marking and requirements for providing additional product information. CTIA officers carried out inspection purchases of such reflective tapes that should protect consumers when walking under reduced visibility on the roadside or on the edge of the road where there is no public lighting. 
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out an inspection of 37 commercial entities – distributors. In total, 37 types of products were inspected and deficiencies were found in 33 cases – the inspected reflective tapes didn’t meet the requirements of the standard on photometric parameters, the requirements for mandatory CE marking of selected products or didn’t meet other information obligations. In total, almost 90% of the inspected reflective tapes failed the requirements. 

Based on the identified deficiencies the Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed prohibition on the distribution of certain products, or ordered removal of the identified deficiencies. As part of the inspection, 27 fines amounting to CZK 317,000 were lawfully imposed. Commercial entities mostly violated the Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products (Section 13, par. 9). 

Professional information: 

Examples of detected values of retroreflection:

Compliant samples: 

188.53 cd/lx.m2 

204.98 cd/lx.m2

Noncompliant samples (up to ten times lower reflective characteristics):   

24.35 cd/lx.m2 

23.58 cd/lx.m2

Consumer advice: The Czech Trade Inspection Authority recommends consumers using reflective tapes under reduced visibility to buy such reflective tapes that are equipped with obligatory information such as the CE marking, identification data on the manufacturer and the product. The inspections showed that products compliant with the requirements were also the ones with the required retroreflective characteristics. 
__________________________________________________________________________________

The CE marking with which the product must be equipped is a declaration of a physical or legal person that the product complies with all applicable legal regulations and went through all applicable procedures for conformity assessment. 
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