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	PRESS RELEASE



CTIA found successful imitations of food in Tachov region
(Prague, February 8, 2019) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority has taken successful imitations of products interchangeable with food. These were imitations of various fruits, sweets and desserts. "Imitations of cakes that are very popular with children – muffins and croissants – were very good. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority of the Pilsen Region and Karlovy Vary Region found them in an ordinary shop in Tachov. They were made of foam and have a sweet smell, "says the Director of the CTIA Inspectorate of the Pilsen Region and Karlovy Vary Region Jan Řezáč. 
In the context of its inspection activities, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority monitors, among others, whether products on the market are dangerous due to their interchangeability with food (Section 7a of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection). These products can attract the attention of children and people with reduced recognition capabilities who could interchange them with real food. And the very first capture of such products of the year had its primacy – this was one of the most successful imitations of muffins and croissants ever found in the western part of Bohemia. Inspectors discovered it in an ordinary shop in the Tachov region. Not only do their shapes and colours correctly imitate originals, including the consistency (the material is soft, made from a hard foam) and they do also smell accordingly. This makes these products especially dangerous because not only small children or seniors, but also a regular adults can interchange this product without any doubts. 

The health consequences may vary from digestive problems to life-threatening inhalation of small parts used as decorations in these products. Additionally, imitations were offered in transparent boxes of 6 pieces, declared as toys for children. In the past, CTIA in the West of Bohemia detected dried-apple-shaped and dried-peer-shaped candles, as well as imitations of marzipan desserts.
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