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	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA inspected mediation and sale of cultural objects
(Prague, April 12, 2019) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority evaluated the inspection action focused on the mediation of sale and sale of cultural objects and cultural monuments, which it carried out in the second half of last year. Above all, the inspectors checked the way in which obliged entities verify from whom they purchased the item. As part of this inspection, the CTIA carried out a total of 68 inspections and found 32 breaches of the Act on Selected Measures against the Legalization of Proceeds of Crime and Financing of Terrorism. “The results of the inspections carried out in 2018 confirmed that the number of infringements of this act was reduced by almost 10% when compared to 2017. However, even in 2018, deficiencies were found in more than a half of the inspected sites. The CTIA will pay more attention to this issue this year,” said Mojmír Bezecný, the Director of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority.

In the period from September 24 to December 31, 2018, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out an inspection aimed at the mediation of sale and sale of cultural objects and cultural monuments. Specifically, it was the manner in which obliged entities comply with the obligations arising from them under Act No. 253/2008 Coll., in particular whether they correctly identify the client when purchasing or accepting cultural objects or cultural monuments.

	Inspections 

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Findings in %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	16
	12
	75.0%

	Jihočeský a Vysočina
	14
	0
	0.0%

	Plzeňský a Karlovarský
	3
	2
	66.7%

	Ústecký a Liberecký
	13
	10
	76.9%

	Královéhradecký a Pardubický
	4
	2
	50.0%

	Jihomoravský a Zlínský
	13
	7
	53.9%

	Olomoucký a Moravskoslezský
	5
	5
	100.0%

	Total
	68
	38
	55.9%


The Czech Trade Inspection Authority found out that in 32 of the total of 68 inspections, provisions of section 7 par. 2 letter d) of the Act No. 253/2008 Coll., on Selected Measures against the Legalization of Proceeds of Crime and Financing of Terrorism. It requires traders to identify the client when it comes to purchasing or accepting cultural monuments, items of cultural value, second-hand goods or purchasing goods without any proof of acquisition in order to mediate their sale or accepting kids to pledge.
The inspectors also found violations of some provisions of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll., On Consumer Protection, such as the failure to provide information about the prices of products, failure to issue a proof of payment based on consumer's request, including all requirements, failure to provide information on the scope, conditions and manner of making a claim and so forth.

 

In the period from September 24 to December 31, 2018, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed the total of 31 fines amounting to CZK 62,000 for the above mentioned infringements.
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