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	PRESS RELEASE


Some still breach the prohibition to sell alcohol to juveniles 

(Interim report of the third quarter of 2019)

(Prague, December 30, 2019) In the third quarter of 2019, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority inspected the offer, sale and storage of alcoholic beverages and tobacco products. It focused in particular on compliance with the Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection from the Harmful Effects of Drugs and the Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties. Breaches of the Act on Health Protection from the Harmful Effects of Drugs were found in 198 cases, including 132 cases in which sellers breached the ban on the sale and serving of alcoholic beverages to persons under the age of 18.

In the period from July 1 to September 30, 2019, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority inspected the compliance with the Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection from the Harmful Effects of Drugs, Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties, and Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection. 

It carried out a total of 1,698 inspections and found infringements in 895 cases, representing 52,7 % of the total number of inspections carried out. 

Breaches of the Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection from the Harmful Effects of Drugs, were found in 198 cases, including 132 cases in which sellers violated the prohibition to sell and serve alcoholic beverages to a person under the age of 18.

Within 189 inspections, persons under the age of 18 were used and 175 inspections were carried out in cooperation with other state administration authorities. These were the Police of the Czech Republic in 109 cases, trade licensing offices in 65 cases, Fire Rescue Service in 26 cases, Customs Administration in 24 cases, bodies of hygiene surveillance in 24 cases, Municipal Police in 7 cases, municipal offices in 6 cases, Czech Environmental Inspectorate in 1 case. Some of the inspections were attended by several state bodies at the same time.

The total number also includes the data from inspections carried out within the extraordinary inspection "GAMBLING, ALCOHOL AND CHILDREN". 

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Findings in %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	229
	121
	52.9%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	198
	87
	43.9%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	178
	104
	58.4%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	324
	195
	60.2%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	238
	102
	42.9%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	147
	71
	48.3%

	Olomoucký and Moravskoslezský
	384
	215
	56.0%

	Total
	1,698
	895
	52.7%


Detected flaws
Breach of the Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection from the Harmful Effects of Drugs, was found in 198 cases, including 132 cases in which sellers violated the ban on sale and serving of alcoholic beverages to persons under the age of 18 (Section 11 Art. 5); further in 44 cases, CTIA inspectors found that the relevant provision wasn’t complied with, since sellers didn’t place on sales points of alcoholic beverages any clearly visible text about the fact that the sale of alcoholic beverages to persons under 18 years is prohibited, or such text wasn’t displayed in the required way (Section 13 Art.1)); in 7 cases the sellers didn’t place a clearly visible text for consumers at the place of sale of tobacco products, about the fact that tobacco products, smoking aids, herbal products intended for smoking and e-cigarettes must not be sold to persons under the age of 18, or such text wasn’t displayed in the required way (Article 5 Art. 2); in 7 cases the sellers infringed the prohibition of sale or serving of tobacco products, herbal products intended for smoking and e-cigarettes and smoking aids to persons under the age of 18 (Section 3 Art. 4). In 8 cases, other infringements of the provisions of this Act were found to a lesser extent.

Breach of the Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties, was detected in 4 cases. In 3 cases, the seller charged the consumer a price higher than the price indicated on the tobacco stamp (Section 112) and in 1 case the seller violated the prohibition on connecting the sale of cigarettes to sale of other items (Section 110 Art. 3).

Violation of other generally binding legal regulation

A violation of one of the provisions of the Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection, was proven in the total of 938 cases. Among the most common infringements, in 370 cases, was the failure to inform the consumer about the price of the products and services provided (Section 12), in 301 cases the principles of fairness of sale were breached (Section 3), in 130 cases there was no proof of the purchase of products issued, although the consumer requested it, or such document was issued without the requirements (Section 16). Breaches of other provisions of the Consumer Protection Act were found in a lesser extent.

In 34 cases, an infringement of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products” was found; in 24 cases, the “Regulation (EU) No 1007/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 September 2011 on textile fibre names and related labelling and marking of the fibre composition of textile products and repealing Council Directive 73/44/EEC and Directives 96/73/EC and 2008/121/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council Text with EEA relevance” were classified; and in 22 cases a breach of other laws within the surveillance competence of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority was detected. 

Within some inspections, multiple breaches of various laws or provisions were found at the same time.

Imposed measures
In the third quarter 2019, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed 764 fines amounting to CZK 4,211,000. The number of fines and the amount thereof relate to other infringements identified in the context of the inspections and may thus be reflected in the results of other inspections. In some cases, these are associated fines that were imposed for deficiencies found in multiple inspections at the various workplaces of one seller.

A ban on the sale of 2,571 items of products totalling CZK 124,649.70 was imposed for the breaches of the obligations laid down in the special regulations, and CTIA imposed a ban on the use of 85 items of uncertified measuring instruments failing the generally binding legal regulations, technical standards, other technical regulations or, where appropriate, the approved type.
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