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	PRESS RELEASE


Inspection revealed flaws in most types of hobs
(Prague, February 18, 2020) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority inspected the built-in gas hobs. In Czech households, where they are often used, the relevant legislation must be complied with when these products are offered and sold, including their installation.  CTIA carried out 25 inspections last year and inspected 19 types of these products. Deficiencies were detected in 16 types. Most of them were found in the area of mandatory product marking and labelling. 

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 25 inspections of economic operators, with 22 entities in the position of distributors, 2 entities in the position of importers and 1 entity in the position of a producer. 

CTIA inspected 19 types of these products during 2019. I all cases it was inspected whether the instructions for installation, operation and use as well as the EU Declaration of Conformity and other related documentation were accompanying the product. 
With regard to the change in the European legislation, the inspection action also included the date of their placing on the market as a criterion for assessing the compliance with the technical requirements for gas appliances. The CTIA, through the inspections carried out, responded to this legislative change, which brought uniform rules for all EU countries without any modifications that had been applied so far in the form of national legal regulations. The new EU legislation is clearer and directly applicable to the particular manufacturers, distributors, importers and surveillance authorities. At the same time, it will enable a faster and more flexible process of both compliance with obligations in marketing of such products and the inspection. 

CTIA inspectors found deficiencies in 16 types of hobs. In 1 case, the product marking with the CE mark of conformity was concerned and in 2 cases there were deficiencies in the accompanying documentation – instructions for use. Most shortcomings were identified in the area of other mandatory marking and labelling of products. Mostly there was a missing warning on the appliance, for example, that the product must be installed in accordance with the applicable regulations, its use is allowed only in a well-ventilated area and the need to familiarize yourself with the instructions before the consumer starts to use the appliance. Other shortcomings were also an incorrect label on the indication of the manufacturer on the appliance, the lack of data on the fuel type used and the fuel connection overpressure, or other appropriate warnings and inscriptions in the sense of the applicable standard. Most of the deficiencies were removed during the inspections. 

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed a total of 4 sanctions in the form of an on-the-spot order totalling to CZK 17,000, and a proposal was made for the launch of administrative proceedings in cases of 9 audited entities to address other deficiencies.

____________________________________________________________________________________

Applicable legislation and its explanation:

Inspected gas appliances, if placed on the market before 21 December 2004, are a selected product in accordance with the provisions of Section 12, paragraph 1. Letter a)of the  Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products, as amended. The requirements for these gas appliances are contained in Government Order No 22/2003 Coll., laying down technical requirements for gaseous fuel appliances, as amended (hereinafter referred to as the GO). That GO is a transposition of the Codified Council Directive 2009/142/EC of 30 November 2009 on the harmonization of legal regulations of Member States relating to appliances burning gaseous fuels. 

Inspected gas appliances, if placed on the market on 21 April 2018 and later, are selected products pursuant to the provision of Article 1 of the Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 2016/426 on gaseous fuel appliances¨, and those products are also subject to the provisions of Articles 1 to 2 and 16 to 60 of the Act No. 90/2016 Coll., on conformity assessment of specified products when made available on the market, as amended, unless otherwise provided in the abovementioned Regulation. The requirements for these gas appliances are contained in Regulation 2016/426 of the European Parliament and of the Council on gaseous fuel appliances.
Products shall also be subject to:

Standard ČSN EN 30-1-1+A3 — Domestic cooking appliances burning gas fuel - Part 1-1: Safety - General, which shall be effective from 1 September, 2013, and is the Czech version of the European standard EN 30-1-1:2008+A3:2013.
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