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	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA didn’t prohibit donating face masks to seniors and patients by company from Jičín region
(Prague, April 2, 2020) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority rejects the accusations that it would issue a ban on the supply of face masks to seniors or patients by a company from the Jičín region. No such ban has been issued. The company, regarding which a question from journalists was addressed to the CTIA and which is allegedly to be affected with the ban on providing face masks to seniors and patients, didn‘t ask the Czech Trade inspection Authority about any delivery of face masks to seniors or patients, and at the same time the Czech Trade Inspection Authority didn‘t issue any such ban. Face masks can be donated and it is not necessary to have any permission from the CTIA, because these products aren’t any personal protective equipment that are harmonised products and are subject to special requirements.

"The wholesaler from the Jičín region bought protective robes for their employees, part of which they wanted to donate to patients or seniors. They consulted with the Czech Trade Inspection, which, however, didn‘t allow it with reference to legal regulations," the audience of the Czech TV programme Události heard. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority has repeatedly assured the Czech Television editor Vlastimil Weiner both in writing and by phone that no shop from Jičín has consulted the Czech Trade Inspection Authority on any intention to donate a part of its supply of personal protective equipment (or face masks) to hospital patients or seniors, and such ban hasn‘t been issued. 

The company asked the CTIA about respirators (they stated 'N95-type face masks‘) for its own use, so the question concerned only respirators (filter semi-masks), which are personal protective equipment and their placing on the market is subject to specific requirements. The term "face masks" can be confusing for the public, because under the designation "face masks", it perceives both medical disposable face masks and protective face masks, or respirators, which are personal protective equipment, as well as ordinary textile ("mouthpieces"), or robes made from other materials, which don‘t belong among any of the above categories.

The face masks can therefore be donated and there is no need to contact the Czech Trade Inspection Service in this matter. The obligations applicable to the placing on the market of personal protective equipment are published here: https://www.coi.cz/osobni-ochranne-prostredky-a-jejich-uvadeni-na-trh-v-dobe-nouzoveho-stavu-covid-19/

The company from the Jičín region only informed the Czech Trade Inspection Authority in writing that it intended to import respirators (it wrote "face masks of type N95"), personal protective equipment (N95, level of class 2) to protect its own employees. However, it itself states that it buys those products (N95) not for resale purposes, but solely for the protection of its own employees. There was no mention of the intention to donate these products to anyone. Such imports (for the purpose of protecting their own employees) shall not be considered as placing on the market under Regulation (EU) 2016/425 on personal protective equipment, and shall not be subject to the supervision of the COI. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority wanted to make sure that it really meant exclusively products for the needs of the company, this company, on behalf of its managing director, assured the Czech Trade Inspection Authority that it was the case indeed. 

Therefore, there was no discussion about any dedication of face masks to patients or seniors when communicating with the company. The company didn‘t claim anything like this and didn‘t ask for any such permission. The key information wasn‘t mentioned – that the CTIA didn‘t issue any prohibition. The editor of Czech Television was informed of this fact repeatedly both by phone and e-mail:  

Dear editor, 

in response to your phone question: we refuse the speculation that we would prevent any use of imported face masks in another way than for own needs. After all, on the following link we actively write about the possibilities of placing personal protective equipment on the market in the time of emergency: https://www.coi.cz/osobni-ochranne-prostredky-a-jejich-uvadeni-na-trh-v-dobe-nouzoveho-stavu-covid-19/ 

As regards the particular company in question:

That legal entity asked the Czech Trade Inspection Authority for information on the 'Import of veils from CN for the company's own needs'. In the request, it describes that it has the possibility to have the N95 type of face masks sent for their own use. Furthermore, among other things, it states that these would be an import not for resale purposes, but for the protection of their own employees, and asks whether an exemption can be granted in this case on the basis of the EC Recommendation. 

Following this information and in the framework of further communication, theCTIA informed to this legal person, inter alia, that, in the present case, the import is outside the scope of the commercial activity, solely for the needs of the company's employees in the context of ensuring work safety, and that such import of personal protective equipment for those purposes is not considered to be the placing on the market under Regulation (EU) 2016/425 on personal protective equipment and that, therefore, such imports are not subject to the market surveillance of the authority.

As to explain, let me point out that if the personal protective equipment were intended to be made available on the market (which is also a free of chargé supply), CTIA would deal with that case from the point of view of compliance with the requirements of Regulation (EP) and R (EU) 2016/425 on personal protective equipment. However, the person in question didn‘t ask for this. 

If you need a statement for camera or over the phone, I'm available. However, from the very start the company didn‘t ask us for anything other than "authorisation of the import of face masks for own use", which is not subject to the surveillance of the CTIA. 

Best regards
Jiří Fröhlich, Spokesman of the CTIA
The company sent just one question to the CTIA (see it anonymised below:
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Dobry den, méme moznost nechat si poslat pro viastni potfebu rousky typu N95 od nasich zpételelenych dodavateld z
Ciny. Jednalo by se o beziplatny dovoz - ne za Gtelem dalsiho prodeje, ale pro ochranu viastnich zaméstnanci. Je

mozné / nejsme si jisti / Ze rousky nemaif znaceni CE. Bude mozné pro tento pfipad udéfat vyyimku na zakladé
doporugeni EK? Dakuji za odpovéd_

Seznam pfiloh




The company's inquiry was aimed at personal protective equipment (N95, level of class 2). 

However, the TV coverage presented exclusively disposable face masks, not personal protective equipment N95, which the company asked about in the question towards CTIA. But this wasn’t mentioned in the TV report. In addition, the reporter was repeatedly alerted that the ban on providing face masks to seniors or patients was not imposed by CTIA. 
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Contact:       Spokesperson of the CTIA
                                                            Phone:
+420 296 366 233  
                       Mgr. Jiří Fröhlich
                                                            Mobile: 
+420 602 105 376

                                                            E-mail:
mluvci@coi.cz

