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	PRESS RELEASE


Inspections of rope courses revealed certain misconducts

(Final Report 2019)

(Prague, 8 June 2020) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority also focuses on inspecting of amusement devices, such as playgrounds, fun fair rides and rope courses. During 2019, it targeted rope courses and carried out 26 inspections in this area. It found infringements in 6 cases. Based on this CTIA inspection, two operators suspended the activities of their rope courses.

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 26 inspections focused on the amusement devices – rope courses. It inspected whether they meet the applicable technical standards, whether conformity assessments were made, it inspected marking and labelling and warnings, and inspected whether the vendors complied with the safety and technical requirements and other requirements (see legislation).

11 manufacturers were inspected, 9 of which were also the rope courses operators. The other persons inspected were in the position of operators of the facility. Two inspections were not completed. 

Violations of law were detected in 6 of the total of 26 inspections. 29 product types were inspected within the inspection, deficiencies were identified in 5 product types. 2 rope courses lacked the required conformity assessment when the product was placed on the market. For the both rope courses, the manufacturer has already carried out a conformity assessment. Furthermore, on the basis of the CTIA inspection, 2 operators, who are also manufacturers of two rope courses, have suspended their operation until the requirements of the applicable legislation are met. One rope course is inspected further.

Violations of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products (Act No. 22/1997 Coll., § 13 paragraph 1 and 2) resulted in 2 on-the-spot fines amounting to the total of CZK 13,000 and 2 applications were made to initiate administrative proceedings.

The CTIA inspection contributed to the safer use of rope courses. CTIA officers allerted the operators to individual shortcomings that were often removed during the inspection. The shortcomings included, for example, the marking of individual elements relating to the maximum number of persons permitted, the carrying out of prescribed checks of the elements, the lack of presence of a supervising person, etc.  

Rope courses are selected products under the Government Order No. 173/1997 Coll. that specifies selected products for the conformity assessment, as amended, and the Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products, as amended. Rope courses are amusement devices, according to Annex No. 2, item 6 of the government's order. These products don‘t bear the required CE marking.

The products in question are covered by ČSN EN 15567-1 Sports and recreational facilities — Rope courses — Part 1: Design and safety requirements, this standard is determined by the standard to Government Regulation No. 173/1997 Coll. – see the website of the Czech Office for Standards, Metrology and Testing. Alternatively, some products of the nature of the rope course (park) may be covered by the ČSN EN 1176 series, but then it is a playground equipment.
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