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	PRESS RELEASE


Fuel quality slightly improved in first half of 2020
(Comparison of fuel quality in the first half of 2019 and 2020)

(Prague, July 31, 2020) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority regularly evaluates and compares the quality of fuel. In the first half of 2020, the quality of fuel slightly improved compared to the first half of 2019.

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority has been monitoring the quality of fuel for a long time. At petrol stations in the Czech Republic, it carries out regular monthly sampling (automotive petrol, diesel fuel, diesel fuel blend, bio fuel, LPG, CNG and ethanol E85). Subsequently, every six months, it is then possible to evaluate and compare the quality of the fuel samples taken.

In the first half of 2020, the quality of fuel quality improved slightly compared to the 1st half of 2019, from 0.8% to 0.7% of non-compliant samples. Quality improvements were seen for samples in cases of automotive petrol taken and inspected (from 0.4% to 0.0%). Deterioration was observed in ethanol samples E85 (from 16.7% to 33.3%). Diesel samples taken and inspected (1.1%), CNG (0.0%) and LPG for engines (0.0%) remain at the same level. 

Due to the developments in the fuel market, diesel fuel blend samples were not taken in the first half of 2020.

[image: image2.emf]Fuel type

Taken samples

in %

Noncompliant 

samples% of fuel type

Automotive petrol50437,920,4

Diesel64948,871,1

Diesel fuel blend00,000,0

FAME00,000,0

LPG15011,300,0

CNG201,500,0

Ethanol E8560,5116,7

Total1329100,0           100,8

Collected fuel samples according to types - January to June 2019
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Taken samples

in %

Noncompliant 

samples% of fuel type

Automotive petrol35139,300,0

Diesel45851,251,1

Diesel fuel blend00,000,0

FAME10,100,0

LPG697,700,0

CNG121,300,0

Ethanol E8530,3133,3

Total894100,0           60,7

Collected fuel samples according to types - January to June 2020


The lower number of fuel samples taken during the first half of 2020, compared to the same period in 2019, was related to the situation regarding the pandemic and the threat of infection with the CIVID-19 coronavirus. CTIA did not carry out fuel inspections in April and a part of May this year. It was the first time in its history that CTIA moved inspectors from this inspection activity to other tasks. One of the reasons why this solution could have been chosen were the long-term good results of these inspections in previous years. 

Bio fuels in fuels

During the 1st half of 2020, the content of fatty acid methyl esters was inspected in 458 diesel samples. The ethanol content of automotive petrol was inspected in 351 samples. Laboratory analysed samples did not exceed the permissible upper limit of the bio-component content in the monitored fuels samples.

Measures imposed

In the first half of 2020, in 2 cases, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed measures consisting of the prohibition of the sale of fuel that did not meet the quality and composition requirements laid down in implementing legislation, specific legislation and Czech technical standards (pursuant to the provisions of § 7(1) (point a) of Act No. 64/1986 Coll., on the Czech Trade Inspection, as amended). 

The measure was imposed on a total of 4,873 litres of fuel in a total value of CZK 148,175.20, including:

· 3,491 l of diesel fuel worth CZK 109,617.40;

· 1,382 l of E85 ethanol worth CZK 38,557.80.

Annex: No. 1 - Monitoring of fuel quality from January to June 2020 (1 page)
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List1

		Collected fuel samples according to types - January to June 2019

		Fuel type		Taken samples		in %		Noncompliant samples		% of fuel type

		Automotive petrol		504		37.9		2		0.4

		Diesel		649		48.8		7		1.1

		Diesel fuel blend		0		0.0		0		0.0

		FAME		0		0.0		0		0.0

		LPG		150		11.3		0		0.0

		CNG		20		1.5		0		0.0

		Ethanol E85		6		0.5		1		16.7

		Total		1329		100.0		10		0.8








List1

		Collected fuel samples according to types - January to June 2020

		Fuel type		Taken samples		in %		Noncompliant samples		% of fuel type

		Automotive petrol		351		39.3		0		0.0

		Diesel		458		51.2		5		1.1

		Diesel fuel blend		0		0.0		0		0.0

		FAME		1		0.1		0		0.0

		LPG		69		7.7		0		0.0

		CNG		12		1.3		0		0.0

		Ethanol E85		3		0.3		1		33.3

		Total		894		100.0		6		0.7








