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	PRESS RELEASE


Inspections of sale of alcohol and tobacco
(Interim report of 2nd quarter of 2020)
(Prague, August 25, 2020) In the second quarter of 2020, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority continued with inspections on compliance with the laws in the supply, sale and storage of alcoholic beverages and tobacco products. It carried out 957 inspections during this period and found infringements in 294 cases. 

In the second quarter of 2020, the Czech Trade Inspection authority continued its inspections aimed at the compliance with the following legal regulations: Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection from the Harmful Effects of Drugs, regulating the offer, sale and storage of alcoholic beverages and tobacco products, Act No. 307/2013 Coll., on Compulsory Labelling of Spirits, Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties and Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection. 

A total of 957 inspections were carried out between April 1 and June 30, 2020. Breaches of Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection from the Harmful Effects of Drugs, were found in 15 cases and violations of Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties, were detected in 1 case. 

As part of the inspection, persons under the age of 18 were invited to 9 inspections, and 12 inspections were carried out in cooperation with the employees of the trade offices.

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Findings in %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	113
	56
	49.6%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	160
	12
	7.5%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	117
	31
	26.5%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	69
	29
	42.0%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	185
	63
	34.1%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	104
	14
	13.5%

	Olomoucký and Moravskoslezský
	209
	89
	42.6%

	Total
	957
	294
	30.7%


Detected flaws
Breaches of the Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection from the Harmful Effects of Drugs, were detected in 15 cases:

· on the points of sale of alcoholic beverages, 10 sellers did not place a clearly visible text concerning the prohibition on the sale of such beverages to persons under 18 years of age, or the text was not made in a statutory version, i.e. in the Czech language, in black ink letters on a white background with the font size of at least 2 cm (Section 13 par 1);

· in 3 cases, the prohibition on selling or serving alcoholic beverages to a person under the age of 18 was breached (Section 11 par. 5);

· in 1 case, the seller did not rule out the sale of the following products to persons under the age of 18: tobacco products, smoking utensils, herbal products intended for smoking and e-cigarettes by means of distance communication. Or they haven‘t been equipped with a computer system that would clearly verify the age of the consumer, since the seller is obliged under the particular provision to verify at the time of sale that the buyer is not under 18 (Section 6 par. 1);

· in 1 case, the seller of tobacco products, smoking utensils, herbal products intended for smoking and e-cigarettes sold by means of distance communication, did not send in writing the mandatory information about the age verification system and its functioning to the Ministry of Health 15 days before the start date of the sale of smoking utensils and herbal products intended for smoking, to the Ministry of Health (Section 6 par. 4 letter c).

An infringement of Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties, was identified in 1 case where cigarettes were sold to the final consumer at a higher price than indicated on the tobacco stamp (§ 112).
Breaches of any of the provisions of Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection, were proven in 360 cases:

· in 154 cases, the trader did not inform the consumer about the price of the products offered and the services provided (§ 12);
· in 119 cases there vendors breached the principles of fairness of sale (§ 3);
· in 31 cases, the trader did not issue any proof of purchase of the products, although consumer requested or issued the document without the required information (§ 16).
Violations of other provisions of the Consumer Protection Act were found to a lesser extent.

Imposed measures 

During this period, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority lawfully imposed a total of 295 fines amounting to CZK 5,966,700. This number of fines and their amount also related to other infringements found in the context of inspections and may therefore be reflected in other inspection results.

As a result of violations of obligations laid down by special regulations, CTIA imposed a ban on the sale of 311 pieces of products with a total value of CZK 15,770.30, and a ban on the use of 30 pieces of uncertified measuring instruments. These instruments did not comply with the generally binding legal regulations, technical standards, other technical regulations, or approved type.[image: image2.png]
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