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	PRESS RELEASE


Inspections of gas cartridges indicated flaws
(Prague, October 16, 2020) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority evaluated the inspections of gas cylinders, which are used in commercial facilities and households. It is mainly a segment of the food industry, where are used, for example, bottles with a mixture of technical nitrogen and carbon dioxide suitable for tapping lemonades, beer or the creation of whipped cream foam. CTIA inspected 5 types of cylinders from 6 distributors. Deficiencies were found in 3 types. "Due to the extent of the deficiencies identified and the large number of operators offering the distribution and filling of cylinders, we plan to carry out another inspection action involving inspectorates of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority in all regions, which would ensure a greater number of inspections and thus a more comprehensive picture of the market situation," says Mojmír Bezecný, Director of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority, on the results of the inspection action.

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority evaluated inspections focused on transportable pressure equipment. The inspections were carried out by three inspectorates of the CTIA (Středočeský and Praha Inspectorate, Jihočeský and Vysočina, Olomoucký and Moravskoslezský). These are cylinders with a capacity of 0.6 to 33 kilograms, which are reusable. The products are filled with technical gases or their mixtures and are mainly used for food purposes.  

Product marking and documentation were inspected in accordance with the applicable legislation, in particular declarations of conformity, copies of certificates, reports on the outcome of inspections and tests as well as other documents related to the conformity assessment. The relevant authorisation related to the economic activity of the audited entities – the authorisation for filling gas pressure vessels issued by the Technical Inspection of the Czech Republic – was also inspected.  

CTIA inspectors carried out 6 inspections on cylinder distributors for which they inspected 5 types of this product. Deficiencies were found in the total of 3 types. These had insufficient marking and labelling, accompanying documentation, including incorrect marking of the owner's name. In one of these cases, it was also the distribution of a product (cylinders) which did not fully comply with the applicable regulations – it was distributed as a gas container for food purposes, but with the designation 'CO2 extinguisher'. In another case, an invalid certificate for filling cylinders with gases was found to be invalid. Since the issue of such a certificate does not fall within the scope of the CTIA, this finding was forwarded to the competent authorities of the state administration.

The following measures and sanctions were imposed:

· Two measures in the sense of Section 18 par. 2 letter b) of the Act No. 22/1997 Coll. – removal of detected flaws in the set period;
· Two on-the-spot fines amounting to CZK 11,000 were imposed.
__________________________________________________________________________________
Applicable legal regulations:

· Act No. 22/1997 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Products, in the consequence with the requirements laid down by the Government Order No. 208/2011 Coll. on Technical Requirements for Transportable Pressure Equipment, as amended. 

· Requirements for the marking and labelling of pressure cartridges of Class 2 are set pursuant to international trieties on the transport of dangerous items for the transport of Class 2 and pursuant to the Regulation (EC) 1272/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council on classification, labelling and packaging of substances and mixtures;
· Requirements for the marking and labelling of gas transport are stipulated by the requirements of European standards, resp. Czech technical standards (European standards are translated), namely:
1) ČSN EN ISO 13769:2009 stamp marking of refillable transportable gas cylinders and tubes of volume greater than 0,5 l and less than or equal to 3 000 l, including: steel and aluminium gas cylinders; composite gas cylinders; acetylene cylinders; LPG cylinders. 
2) ČSN EN ISO 7225:2007 Gas cylinders. Precautionary labels, including amendment A1:2013, which sets out the design requirements, the content (i.e. hazard symbols and text) and the use of safety stickers intended for use on individual gas cylinders containing one type of gas or a mixture of gases; 

3) ČSN EN 1089 – 3:2012 Transportable gas cylinders. Gas cylinder identification (excluding LPG). Colour coding, which sets out the requirements for colour, which lays down the requirements for a colour marking system as a second method for identifying the contents of cylinders for technical gases, for respiratory gases and for gases for medical use, in particular with regard to reference to the characteristics of a gas or gaseous mixture.
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