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	PRESS RELEASE


A third of USB chargers inspected had flaws

(Prague, 17 January 2023) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority evaluated inspections focused on the safety of USB chargers. During the past year, it inspected 32 USB chargers and found deficiencies in 11 products. Two USB chargers were identified as dangerous for consumers and were withdrawn from the market.

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority inspected the safety of USB chargers in 2022. In total, it carried out 31 inspections of 26 distributors and 5 manufacturers, monitoring the safety of 32 products. 

CTIA inspectors found deficiencies in 11 products. Three products were not provided with safety information in the Czech language and four products were not labelled with identification and contact details of the manufacturer or importer. 

The CTIA also took 7 products for professional laboratory testing. In 2 cases the risk analysis showed a serious safety risk. These USB chargers were both withdrawn from the market and will be reported to the Safety Gate database of dangerous products after the necessary documentation is processed. One of the chargers has already been withdrawn from the market: https://www.coi.cz/coi-zakazala-na-trhu-nabijecku-natec-hrozi-uraz-elektrickym-proudem/ and the other one is awaiting a legal decision. 

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority has so far imposed 7 on-the-spot fines totalling CZK 51,000 for the minor deficiencies found, while in the other cases the fines are being decided in administrative proceedings and are awaiting the entry into force. 

The results of the inspection action focused on USB chargers have confirmed that a third of the products inspected are deficient both technically and administratively. This product segment is frequently used by the consumer public, therefore the Czech Trade Inspection Authority will continue its inspections consistently in the following periods. 
_______________________________________________________________________________

Inspected legislation: 

· Act No. 90/2016 Coll. on conformity assessment of selected products when made available in the market
· Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products
· Government Order No. 118/2016 Coll., on the assessment of conformity of electrical equipment designed for use within certain voltage limits when delivered to the market
· Government Order No. 481/2012 Coll., on the restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment, and No. 90/2016 Coll., on conformity assessment of selected products when made available in the market
· Regulation (EC) No. 765/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 July 2008 setting out the requirements for accreditation and market surveillance relating to the marketing of products, and repealing Regulation No. 339/93 (EEA)
· ČSN EN 62368-1 Audio/video, information and communication technology equipment – Part 1: Safety requirements 

· ČSN EN 61558-1 ed. 2 Safety of transformers, reactors, power supply units and combinations thereof – Part 1: General requirements and test
· ČSN EN 55032 ed. 2 Electromagnetic compatibility of multimedia equipment - Emission requirements.
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