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	PRESS RELEASE


Extraordinary inspection "Alcohol, Drugs and Youth 2022" again showed the sale of alcohol to juveniles

(Prague, 6 February 2023) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority evaluated the extraordinary inspection action "Alcohol, Drugs and Youth 2022". In cooperation with certain state and municipal authorities, it carried out a total of 134 inspections and found violations of Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection against the Harmful Effects of Drugs, in 38 cases. In 30 cases, alcohol was served or sold to juveniles.

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out an extraordinary inspection action "Alcohol, Drugs and Youth 2022" in cooperation with certain state and municipal authorities from 26 October to 30 October 2022. The inspections focused primarily on the compliance with the ban on the offer, sale or serving of alcohol to persons under the age of 18, including the ban on the consumption of alcoholic beverages by minors.

The inspections were carried out in ordinary premises such as food and convenience stores, curfews and catering establishments. In 68 cases, persons under the age of 18 were involved in the inspections and in 30 of these cases an alcoholic drink was sold or served to them, which represented the ratio of 44.1%.
A total of 134 inspections were carried out. Breaches of legal regulations were found in 74 cases (i.e. 55.2%). Of these, 38 cases were violations of Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection against the Harmful Effects of Drugs. Specifically, these were:

· in 30 cases there was a violation of the prohibition to sell or serve an alcoholic beverage to a person under 18 years of age (Article 11(5));

· in 3 cases, the seller of alcoholic beverages failed to display at the point of sale the text of the prohibition on the sale of alcoholic beverages to persons under 18 years of age in a manner clearly visible for the consumer (Article 13(1));

· in 3 cases the seller violated the prohibition to sell or serve tobacco products, herbal smoking products and electronic cigarettes to a person under 18 years of age (§ 3(4));

· in 1 case the person selling or serving alcoholic beverages was under 18 years of age (§ 13(2));

· in 1 case, the seller failed to display at the point of sale of tobacco products, smoking aids, herbal smoking products and electronic cigarettes a prominent notice prohibiting the sale to persons under 18 years of age (§ 5(2)).

In addition, there were violations of Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection (in 42 cases), the most frequent being:

· 21 infringements of the principles of fair sales (§ 3);

· 12 failures to issue a proof of purchase, although the consumer requested it, or issuing a proof without the requirements (§ 16);

· 9 cases of failure to inform the consumer of the price (§ 12).

In some cases, breaches of several provisions of the act were found simultaneously.
The Czech Trade Inspection Authority cooperated in some inspections with state and local government authorities, where 99 inspections were carried out with the participation of the Police of the Czech Republic, 34 inspections were carried out in cooperation with hygiene stations, 14 inspections were carried out in cooperation with the Customs Administration of the Czech Republic, and 13 inspections were carried out with the participation of the Fire and Rescue Service of the Czech Republic, 12 inspections were carried out in cooperation with trade licensing authorities and another 11 inspections were carried out in cooperation with the Criminal Police and Investigation Service, municipal police, municipal authority and the State Agricultural and Food Inspection Authority. A number of inspections were carried out with the participation of more than one administrative authority. 

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority has so far imposed 39 final fines amounting to CZK 284,000 within the extraordinary inspection action "Alcohol, Drugs and Youth 2022".

The extraordinary inspection action "Alcohol, Drugs and Youth 2022" has shown that alcoholic beverages or other addictive substances are easily accessible to persons under 18 in the domestic market network. Preventing and protecting the health of adolescents is an important part of the fight against harmful substances. Therefore, such surveillance actions can be viewed as beneficial and useful.
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