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	PRESS RELEASE


Some merchants still provide alcohol to minors

(Q3 2022 report)

(Prague, 21 December 2022) In the third quarter of 2022, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority invited persons under 18 years of age to inspections in 145 cases, including 77 cases where the sale of alcoholic beverages to minors was detected. The CTIA inspected whether traders complied with Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection from the Harmful Effects of Drugs, Act No. 307/2013 Coll., on Compulsory Labelling of Spirits, Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties, and other legal regulations governing the sale of alcohol and tobacco products. In total, CTIA carried out 2,078 inspections and almost 50% of sellers violated law.  

From 1 July to 30 October 2022, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority inspected the offer, sale and storage of alcoholic beverages and tobacco products, smoking aids, herbal products intended for smoking and electronic cigarettes, in particular with regard to compliance with Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection against the Harmful Effects of Drugs, Act No. 307/2013 Coll., on Compulsory Labelling of Spirits, Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties and Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection. 

In total, it carried out 2,078 inspections and found breaches of legislation in 1,024 inspections, which is 49.3%. In 150 cases, traders infringed some of the provisions of Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection against the Harmful Effects of Drugs or Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties. 

Within the inspection action, persons under the age of 18 were invited to 145 investigations. In this area, CTIA also cooperated with employees of trade licensing offices (63 inspections), the Police of the Czech Republic (26 inspections), the Fire Rescue Service of the Czech Republic (2 inspections), the Alien Police (1 inspection) and the Customs Administration of the Czech Republic (1 inspection).
	Inspections

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Findings in %

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	317
	224
	      70.7 %

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	253
	124
	      49.0 %

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	306
	135
	      44.1 %

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	284
	146
	      51.4 %

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	319
	110
	      34.5 %

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	260
	101
	      38.8 %

	Olomoucký and Moravskoslezský
	339
	184
	      54.3 %

	Total
	2 078
	1 024
	      49.3 %


Detected shortcomings 
Breaches of any of the provisions of Act No.65/2017 Coll., on the Protection of Health against the Harmful Effects of Drugs, were found in 146 cases:

- in 77 cases, traders sold an alcoholic beverage to a person under the age of 18 (Article 11(5));

- in 33 cases, the sellers did not display at the point of sale of alcoholic beverages to consumers a clearly visible text concerning the prohibition of the sale of such beverages to persons under 18 years of age, or the text was not in the statutory form, i.e. in the Czech language, in black printed letters on a white background with a letter size of at least 2 cm (Article 13(1));

- in 14 cases, at the point of sale of tobacco products, smoking aids, herbal products intended for smoking and electronic cigarettes, the sellers did not display a text clearly visible to the consumer on the prohibition of the sale of these goods to persons under 18 years of age, or the text was not in the version provided for by law, i.e. in the Czech language, in black letters on a white background with a letter size of at least 2 cm (Article 5(2));

- in 12 cases, the sellers breached the prohibition on selling or giving tobacco products, herbal products intended for smoking to a person under 18 years of age (Article 3(4))

- in 7 cases, sellers infringed the prohibition on selling smoking aids to a person under 18 years of age (Article 3(4))

- in 1 case, the seller did not exclude the sale of tobacco products, smoking aids, herbal smoking products and electronic cigarettes to persons under 18 years of age when selling via distance communication (Article 6(1));

- in 1 case, the seller of alcoholic beverages, by means of distance communication, failed to inform the consumer before the sale of alcoholic beverages of the prohibition of their sale to persons under 18 years of age by a clearly visible text, in a manner appropriate to the possibilities of the means of distance communication (Article 15(2));

- in 1 case, the person selling or serving alcoholic beverages was found to be under 18 years of age and thus did not meet the mandatory minimum age limit (Article 13(2)).

Infringements of any of the provisions of Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties, were found in 4 cases where the sale of cigarettes to the final consumer was at a higher price or the offer to sell tobacco products at a price lower than the prices indicated on the tobacco label or the seller gave the final consumer a discount on the price indicated on the tobacco label (§ 112, § 110(1), (2)) 

Breaches of any of the provisions of Act No 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection, were proven in a total of 1,150 cases. Among the most frequent infringements - in 418 cases, the principles of fairness of sale were breached (Section 3), in 412 cases the consumer was not informed about the price of the products and services offered (Section 12), in 162 cases, the consumer was not issued with a receipt for the purchase of the products, although the consumer had requested it or was issued with a receipt without the necessary requirements (Section 16). A smaller number of breaches of other provisions of the Consumer Protection Act were found. 

Other breaches of legal provisions: in 71 cases, breaches of Act No 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products, were detected; in 28 cases, breaches of Regulation (EU) No 1007/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council on textile fibre names and related labelling of the fibre composition of textile products and repealing Council Directive 73/44/EEC and Directives 96/73/EC and 2008/121/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council were detected; in 18 cases, breaches of Act No 477/2001 Coll., on Packaging, were detected; and in 33 cases, breaches of other legal provisions were qualified. In some audit cases, breaches of several laws or individual provisions were found at the same time.

Measures imposed 

In Q3 2022, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed 773 fines in the total amount of CZK 5,853,700. For breaches of obligations set out in special regulations, a ban on the sale of 1,312 products with a total value of CZK 118,525.90 was imposed within the scope of the inspection action. In addition, a ban was issued on the use of 140 items of uncertified measuring instruments that did not comply with generally binding legal regulations, technical standards, other technical regulations or the approved type.
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