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	PRESS RELEASE


Problem of selling alcohol to minors persists

(Final Report 2022)


(Prague, 22 March 2023) Last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out inspections focused on Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection against the Harmful Effects of Drugs, Act No. 307/2013 Coll., on the Compulsory Labelling of Spirits, and Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties. In total, 7,414 inspections were carried out and violations of these laws were found in 430 cases. Within the inspection action, persons under the age of 18 were invited to 386 investigations. Of this number, in 220 cases traders did not comply with the prohibition on selling or serving alcoholic beverages to a person under 18.  

Last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority inspected the compliance with legal regulations governing the offer, sale and storage of alcoholic beverages and tobacco products, smoking aids, herbal products intended for smoking and electronic cigarettes, in particular Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection against the Harmful Effects of Drugs, Act No. 307/2013 Coll., on the Compulsory Labelling of Spirits, Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties and Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection. 

In the period from 3 January to 30 December 2022, it carried out a total of 7,414 inspections and found breaches of legislation in 3,724 inspections (50.2%). Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection against the Harmful Effects of Drugs, and Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on excise duties were violated in 430 cases. No infringements of Act No. 307/2013 Coll., on Compulsory Labelling of Spirits, were detected in the reporting period.

Persons under the age of 18 were invited to 386 investigations within the inspection action. Furthermore, the CTIA cooperated with the staff of trade licensing offices (231 inspections), the Police of the Czech Republic (165 inspections), the staff of sanitary surveillance (34 inspections), the officers of the Fire Rescue Service of the Czech Republic (24 inspections) and the officers of the Customs Administration (16 inspections).

	Inspections

	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Ijnspections with fingings
	Ratio of findings

	
	
	
	

	Středočeský and Prague
	1,027
	679
	66.1%

	Jihočeský and Vysočina
	972
	490
	50.4%

	Plzeňský and Karlovarský
	1,039
	474
	45.6%

	Ústecký and Liberecký
	990
	513
	51.8%

	Královéhradecký and Pardubický
	1,221
	453
	37.1%

	Jihomoravský and Zlínský
	884
	374
	42.3%

	Olomoucký and Moravskoslezský
	1,281
	741
	57.9%

	Total
	7,414
	3,724
	50.2%


Detected flaws 

Breaches of any of provisions of Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection of Health against the Harmful Effects of Drugs, were found in 417 cases.

Of this number :

- in 220 cases, traders breached the prohibition to sell or serve an alcoholic beverage to a person under 18 years of age (Article 11(5));

- in 119 cases, sellers did not display at the point of sale of alcoholic beverages clearly visible text for consumers concerning the prohibition of the sale of such beverages to persons under 18 years of age, or the text was not in the statutory form, i.e. in Czech language, in black letters on a white background with a letter size of at least 2 cm (Article 13(1));

- in 27 cases, the seller did not display at the point of sale of tobacco products, smoking aids, herbal smoking products and electronic cigarettes a text clearly visible to the consumer on the prohibition of the sale of these goods to persons under 18 years of age, or the text was not in the version required by law, i.e. in the Czech language, in black letters on a white background with a letter size of at least 2 cm (§ 5(2));

- in 24 cases the sellers infringed the prohibition on selling or serving tobacco products, herbal products intended for smoking and electronic cigarettes to a person under 18 years of age (Article 3(4));

- in 11 cases, sellers breached the prohibition on selling smoking aids to a person under 18 years of age (Article 3(4)).

The other 16 violations were minor.

Infringements of the provisions of Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on excise duties, were found in 13 cases.

- In 7 cases, the sale of cigarettes to the final consumer at a price higher than the price indicated on the tobacco sticker (Section 112) was detected;

- in 2 cases, there was a breach of the provisions relating to the marking of tobacco products with tobacco stickers (§ 114);

- in 2 cases, cigarettes were found to be sold to the final consumer at a price lower than the price indicated on the tobacco sticker, thereby infringing the provisions of Article 110(1).

Other infringements were of a smaller number. 

No breaches of Act No 307/2013 Coll., on Compulsory Labelling of Spirits, were detected in the period under review.

Infringements of any of the provisions of Act No 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection, were proven in a total of 4,158 cases. The most frequent infringements (1,587 cases) included failure to inform the consumer of the price of the products and services offered - Section 12, breach of the principles of fairness of sale (1,396 cases) - Section 3, and failure to issue a receipt for the purchase of products, although the consumer had requested it, or issuing a receipt without the requirements - Section 16 (561 cases). A smaller number of breaches of other provisions of the Consumer Protection Act were found.

Measures imposed

In the period from 1 January to 31 December last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed 3,056 fines totalling CZK 34,074,000.
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