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	PRESS RELEASE


CTIA seized nearly 10,000 counterfeits for more than CZK 23 million

(Report for Q2 2023)

(Prague, 3 October 2023) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority continued its inspections of compliance with the ban on the sale of counterfeits. In the second quarter, inspectors carried out 212 inspections and in 90 inspections found infringements of the ban on offering, selling and storing products infringing certain intellectual property rights. In total, they seized 9,787 pieces of counterfeit products worth CZK 23,344,906.

In the period from 1 April to 30 June 2023, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority checked compliance with the ban on offering for sale, selling and storing products infringing certain intellectual property rights or unauthorised use of a designation protected under a special legal regulation. The audited entities were natural or legal persons offering and selling the monitored products in fixed premises or by electronic sales. The inspection locations were ordinary shops, e-shops and other sales outlets with a potential for the presence of illegal imitations of well-known trademarks. Inspections were also carried out in marketplaces across the Czech Republic (e.g. Chvalkovice, České Velenice).

The CTIA officers carried out 212 inspections and in 90 inspections they found a breach of the prohibition on offering, selling and storing products infringing certain intellectual property rights, which represented 42.5 % of the total number of inspections. During this inspection action, the CTIA seized 9,787 pieces of counterfeit goods with a value of CZK 23,344,906 when calculate din the prices of originals. In terms of assortment, intellectual property rights were infringed most frequently in the area of textiles and products intended for children.

The seized products were stored out of the reach of the inspected persons (Section 7b of Act No. 64/1986 Coll., on the Czech Trade Inspection). Products that do not comply with the special legislation and for which a final decision to forfeit or seize them is taken, will subsequently be destroyed or used for humanitarian purposes. 

In some inspections, the CTIA also used consumer suggestions. In 35 cases, it cooperated with other state and local government authorities (31 times the Police of the Czech Republic, twice the trade licensing office, twice the Customs Administration of the Czech Republic). 

In total, breaches of legislation were detected in 159 cases (75.0%). Given the high number of findings (42.5%) of counterfeit goods, the CTIA will continue these inspections in the next quarter.
	Inspectorate
	Number of inspections
	Inspections with findings
	Findings in %

	
	
	Total
	§ 8
	Total
	§ 8

	Central Bohemian Region and City of Prague
	8
	6
	6
	75.0 %
	75.0 %

	South Bohemian and Vysočina Regions
	23
	19
	4
	82.6 %
	17.4 %

	Pilsen and Karlovy Vary Regions
	34
	20
	4
	58.8 %
	11.8 %

	Ústí a Liberec Regions
	32
	21
	10
	65.6 %
	31.3 %

	Hradec Králové and Pardubice Regions
	15
	12
	11
	80.0 %
	73.3 %

	South Moravian and Zlín Regions
	46
	38
	37
	82.6 %
	80.4 %

	Olomouc and Moravian-Silesian Regional
	54
	43
	18
	79.6 %
	33.3 %

	Total
	212
	159
	90
	75.0 %
	42.5 %






Chart 1: Share of product groups in the total number of seized products infringing certain intellectual property rights
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Legend: 
5,597 – clothing, textile
1,796 – toys, produicts intended for children
1,363 – watches, glasses, costume jewellery
968 – footwear, leather goods
63 - audio
Chart 2: Share of selected trademarks in the total volume of seized products. Trademarks not listed were present in fewer products than 120 seized products.
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Sanctions imposed

In the period from 1 April to 30 June 2023, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed 166 fines amounting to the total of CZK 3,356,500.
Contact:       Spokesperson of the CTIA
                                                            Phone:
+420 296 366 233  
                      Mgr. František Kotrba
                                                            Mobile: 
+420 602 105 376

                                                            E-mail:
mluvci@coi.cz

