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	PRESS RELEASE


After modification, seized counterfeit clothes, shoes and toys help the disabled and refugees  

(Pilsen, 26 October 2023) This week, representatives of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority, the Inspectorate of the Pilsen and Karlovy Vary Regions, handed over to the clients of the Život bez bariér (Life Without Barriers) organisation Nová Paka and the Handicap centrum Srdce Poděbrady a total of almost 1,600 items of clothing and toys seized during inspections of counterfeit goods.      

Last year, inspectors of the CTIA discovered 36,500 items of counterfeit products worth almost CZK 81 million during inspections of compliance with the ban on the offer, sale and storage of products infringing certain intellectual property rights in the Czech Republic. Products that do not comply with special legal regulations and have been subject to a final decision on their forfeiture or seizure are subsequently destroyed, for example CDs, DVDs or counterfeit watches. Textiles or toys may be used for humanitarian purposes after modification. 

"We have been working for a long time with several institutes and institutions, for whom the seized products, after modification, help save considerable amounts of money, which they can then use elsewhere. This week we handed over a total of 669 items of polo shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, sweatpants, hats, backpacks and shoes to representatives of the Life Without Barriers company from Nová Paka, which helps people with disabilities, including young people. We then sent more than 900 items of clothing and shoes to the clients of the Handicap centrum Srdce in Poděbrady, plus toys, because in addition to people with disabilities, especially with mental disabilities, Srdce also cares for young children and refugees from Ukraine and their families," says the Director of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority, Inspectorate of the Pilsen and Karlovy Vary Region Ing. Jan Řezáč, MBA. 

The employees of the protected workshop in Poděbrady have also gained a meaningful workload, as elements that infringe intellectual property rights, such as logos and patches, must be accurately removed from seized products.  In some cases, the inspectorate's staff have thus managed to hand over to humanitarian purposes, after modification, up to ten per cent of the seized products illegally marked with trademarks of well-known brands, which have been decided to be forfeited in administrative proceedings.      
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