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	PRESS RELEASE


The Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out 159 inspections of pyrotechnics sellers at the end of last year and found misconduct in almost half of them

(Prague, 12 March 2024) At the end of last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out a regular inspection campaign focusing on the offer, sale and storage of pyrotechnic products. In the period from 13 November to 31 December 2023, its regional inspectorates carried out a total of 159 inspections, finding deficiencies in 78 of them (49.06%).

"We see a high level of seriousness in the fact that pyrotechnic products are still sold to persons younger than allowed by the Pyrotechnics Act for each category of pyrotechnic products," evaluated the course and results of the inspection action the Director General of the CTIA Ing. Jan Štěpánek.

In the period from 13 November to 31 December last year, i.e. during the period of increased demand for fireworks, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out a total of 159 inspections. All regional inspectorates of the CTIA participated in the inspection action, which focused, among other things, on marketplaces in the border region. The main objective of the action was to inspect the compliance with the obligations of natural and legal persons in the offer, sale and storage of pyrotechnic products, stemming from Act No. 206/2015 Coll., on Pyrotechnic Articles and Products and their Handling, that are within the surveillance scope of the CTIA and other legislation regulating the sale of products. 

Breaches of legal regulations were detected during 78 inspections, which represents 49.06% of the total number of 159 inspections carried out. In 9 cases, the CTIA cooperated with the Czech Proof House for Arms and Ammunition, in 5 cases with the Police of the Czech Republic and in 2 cases with the Trade Licensing Office. 

Based on the detected infringements of generally binding legal regulations in connection with the inspection action, 35 fines were lawfully imposed in the period from 13 November to 31 December 2023 in the total amount of CZK 106,500.
During the inspection action, breaches of the Act 206/2015 Coll., on Pyrotechnic Articles and Products and their Handling were detected within the surveillance scope of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority

in 58 cases:

· 5 cases of violation of Section 5(1), where pyrotechnic articles of categories F2 and F3 were sold to persons under 18 or 21 years of age or without professional competence

· 8 cases of infringement of Article 26(1) concerning general requirements for the storage of pyrotechnic articles

· 38 cases were classified as infringements of Article 26(3), where deficiencies were found in the keeping of records of stored pyrotechnic articles

· in 2 cases a breach of Article 27(1) was found, where the obligation concerning the quantity of pyrotechnic articles stored in the sales room was breached 

· in 5 cases, a breach of Article 29(1) was detected, where pyrotechnic articles of a category other than F1 were sold and stored outside the warehouse or handy store or away from the sales room.

In 36 cases, breaches of Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection, were detected during the inspection operation. The most frequent finding was a failure to comply with Article 16(1) in 18 cases, where the seller breached the obligation to provide proof of purchase of the product on request, and a breach of Article 12 in 18 cases, where the consumer was not properly informed about the price of the products sold. 

The Pyrotechnics Act, inter alia, regulates the age limits for making pyrotechnics available to members of the general public. Under this legislation, an economic operator or a person with professional competence may make pyrotechnic articles available:

· category F1 - to a person who has reached the age of 15 years

This category includes fireworks which present a very low hazard and have a negligible noise level and which are intended for use in confined areas, including fireworks intended for use inside residential buildings;

· category F2, T1 or P1 (excluding products intended for use in vehicles) - to a person who has reached the age of 18 years

· Category F2 includes fireworks which present a low hazard and low noise level and which are intended for outdoor use in confined areas,

· category T1 includes theatrical pyrotechnics which present a low hazard,

· category P1 includes other pyrotechnic articles which present a low hazard;

· category F3 - to a person who has reached the age of 21 years or has obtained a certificate of proficiency

This category includes fireworks which present a medium hazard, are intended for outdoor use in open spaces and whose noise level is not harmful to human health.

It should be added that pyrotechnic articles of category F4, T2 or P2 may only be supplied on the market or otherwise made available by an economic operator or a person with a professional competence to persons with a professional competence.
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