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	PRESS RELEASE


Toy safety inspections 

(Report for Q3 2023)

(Prague, 6 December 2023) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority (CTIA) continued its toy inspections in Q3 2023, inspecting a total of 476 toy models intended for children up to 14 years of age. It found flaws in 217 models. 

Inspectors of the CTIA carry out toy inspections within the Market Surveillance Programme to see whether the elementary requirements for the safety of toys intended for children up to 14 years of age are met pursuant to Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products. During the 3rd quarter, inspectors carried out 180 inspections, including 176 inspections of distributors and 4 inspections of an importer to the EU. When focusing on safety, toy labelling, accompanying documentation and consumer information, 85 inspections resulted in detection of breaches of legislation. Infringements of Act No 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products, were found in 68 inspections. In total, officers inspected 476 toy models and found deficiencies in 217 cases: 

· 146 - deficiencies in the identification of the toy manufacturer

· 107 - missing labelling the products with the CE Marking of Conformity

· 92 - shortcomings in the identification of the importer

· 89 - deficiencies in the mandatory marking of the toy with type, serial number or model

· 79 - deficiencies in the accompanying documentation (completely missing warnings, instructions or cautions)

· 50 - deficiencies in the accompanying documentation (missing warnings, instructions or warnings in English) 

In the case of missing warnings, the documented findings may also affect the safety of the toys offered. In view of the administrative shortcomings of the toys inspected, during the inspection action, the CTIA officers asked the competent persons to submit the EC Declaration of Conformity for 96 toy models, which resulted in cumulative shortcomings in the accompanying documentation or labelling. In 64 cases, the inspected entities provided proof of conformity of the toy with the requirements of the applicable legislation within the set deadline. In 32 cases the required EC Declaration of Conformity was not presented to the inspection officials. 

Sampling 

During the 3rd quarter of this year, a total of 20 toy models were sampled in shops. 19 models of bubble blowers were sampled to see whether their water filling complies with the requirements in terms of microbiological purity and one toy intended for children up to three years of age was assessed based on the suspicion that its design does not comply with the mechanical safety requirements of Government Order No 86/2011 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Toys. 

Shortcomings detected

The identified deficiencies mainly concerned breaches of the distributor's obligation to prevent the distribution of products not complying with the requirements of Government Regulation No 86/2011 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Toys. In particular, the distribution of products which clearly do not meet the requirements laid down in Act No 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products, and the aforementioned Government Regulation, and the distribution of products for which the distributor is unable to provide the necessary information to identify the operators who supplied the product.         

During the 3rd quarter, no toys were assessed as dangerous and therefore there were no reports to the Safety Gate alert system.       

Measures and sanctions imposed

In the 3rd quarter of 2023, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed a total of 45 fines in administrative proceedings for breaches of Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products, totalling CZK 1,216,000. Out of this number, 31 fines were imposed for breaches of Section 13(9) of Act No. 22/1997 Coll. (distributor's obligations) amounting to a total of CZK 828,000, and 7 fines were imposed for breaches of Section 13(1) and (2) (placing a selected product on the market) amounting to a total of CZK 206,000. 21 fines totalling CZK 52,000 were imposed on the spot, of which 17 fines totalling CZK 43,000 were imposed on the spot for breaches of Section 13(9) of Act No 22/1997 Coll.

The measures imposed included bans on the offer and sale of toys. Pursuant to Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products, the sale of 114 toy models (811 items) was banned in the amount of CZK 74,877, pursuant to Act No. 64/1986 Coll., on the Czech Trade Inspection, 15 toy models (951 items) in the total amount of CZK 42,928 and pursuant to Act No. 90/2016 Coll., on Conformity Assessment of Selected Products when Made Available in the Market, 10 toy models (24 items) in the amount of CZK 16,032.

All the findings for the 3rd quarter of 2023 demonstrated repeated shortcomings related mainly to the administrative obligations imposed on manufacturers, importers and distributors of toys.
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