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	PRESS RELEASE


Within extraordinary inspection actions in South Bohemia and Vysočina, CTIA officers saw alcohol sold to persons under 18 years of age

(České Budějovice, 2 July 2024) In late June, staff of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority regional inspectorate for the South Bohemian and Vysočina Regions carried out two extraordinary inspection actions aimed at the enforcement of the prohibition to sell alcoholic beverages to persons under the age of 18. 

The extraordinary inspection action in the South Bohemian Region focused on the compliance with the prohibition on the sale of alcoholic beverages to under-18s in connection with the XI Summer Olympics for Children and Youth, which took place in several towns of the Region. The inspections were carried out with the involvement of persons under the age of 18 in the vicinity of the Olympic venues.

"We carried out a total of 19 inspections and found defects in 9 cases. The most frequent breaches of legislation we found were in 8 cases, relating to the area of the ban on the sale of alcohol to juveniles. Our inspectors encountered the most cases of the sale of draft beer to underage figureheads. Other deficiencies we found included violations of the obligation to properly inform about the ban on the sale of alcoholic beverages, electronic cigarettes and nicotine pouches to persons under 18 years of age, and in one case there was also a breach of the seller's obligation to properly inform consumers about the prices of the products sold," said Martina Střihavková, Director of the Regional Inspectorate of the CTIA South Bohemia and Vysočina Region. All detected deficiencies will be further dealt with in administrative proceedings.

The other extraordinary inspection action aimed at the compliance with the ban on the sale of alcohol to persons under 18 years of age was carried out by the staff of the CTIA Regional Inspectorate for the South Bohemian and Vysočina Regions at several locations in the Vysočina Region as relating to the end of the school year. They carried out a total of 7 inspections involving hired children under 18 years of age participating within the inspection and found deficiencies in 6 cases.

"The most frequent breaches of legal regulations were found in the area of the ban on the sale of alcohol to persons under the age of 18, in the total of 5 cases. The types of alcohol sold included a wide variety ranging from canned beer to spirits. In one case, electronic cigarettes were also sold to the hired youth," said Martina Střihavková, the Director of the CTIA Regional Inspectorate. Other shortcomings found included a breach of the obligation to provide proper information on the prohibition to sell alcoholic beverages, electronic cigarettes and nicotine pouches to juveniles. All identified shortcomings will be further dealt with in administrative proceedings. The inspection findings concerning the sale of electronic cigarettes will be signposted to the local municipal trade licensing office who is the competent authority in this respect
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