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	PRESS RELEASE


Czech Trade Inspection Authority inspected sunglasses and found flaws in the vast majority of models inspected

(Ústí nad Labem, July 22, 2024) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority (CTIA) inspected whether the sunglasses sold meet the legal requirements. It inspected a total of 89 models and found 78 (87.6%) to be defective.
Staff of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority (CTIA), Inspectorate of Ústí and Liberec Regions, carried out an inspection action between 1 April and 31 May this year, focusing on sunglasses for general use. These products fall under the category of personal protective equipment and shall comply with the requirements of Regulation (EU) 2016/425 of the European Parliament and of the Council on personal protective equipment (the"Regulation") when delivered to the market.

Inspections of distributors of sunglasses, which are considered to include sellers, focused on whether the sunglasses bear the required marking and labelling and information to accompany them when sold to consumers. These include the required CE Marking of Conformity, instructions for use in the Czech language, an EU Declaration of Conformity from the manufacturer, or a link to an internet address where the EU Declaration of Conformity can be accessed. Furthermore it was inspected whether the manufacturer had ensured that the type or batch number or serial number or other element enabling the glasses to be identified is indicated on the glasses or, where the size does not allow it, on the packaging or in the instructions, and whether the manufacturer has indicated his name, registered trade name or registered trademark and a postal address at which the manufacturer can be contacted on the glasses or on the packaging or in the instructions.

"We launched 86 inspections within the inspection action and inspected a total of 89 models of sunglasses. Errors were detected in 78 models, i.e. in 87.64% of the models inspected. Only 11 inspections were completed without any finding of any violation of legal regulations," said the Director of the Inspectorate of Ústí and Liberec Regions Ing. Renata Linhartová, MBA. These were the following misconducts, where in some models a cumulative number of misconducts was found:

· In 72 cases, the sunglasses were not accompanied by the EU Declaration of Conformity or the instructions did not include the internet address where the EU Declaration of Conformity could be found.

· In 48 cases, the sunglasses did not include the manufacturer's name or trade name or registered trademark and the postal address where the manufacturer could be contacted

· In 34 cases, the sunglasses were not accompanied by instructions for use with the required information

· In 12 cases, flaws were found in the placement or the graphic form of the CE Marking of Conformity

· In 8 cases, the sunglasses were not accompanied by instructions for use with the required information (according to point 1.4 of Annex II of the Regulation) in the Czech language

· In 5 cases, the sunglasses did not bear the type or batch number or serial number or any other element enabling their identification

· In 4 cases, the name of the importer or his trade name or his registered trademark and the postal address at which the importer can be contacted were not indicated on the sunglasses.

These findings show that a number of sunglasses offered for sale to consumers do not meet the formal requirements. In 43 cases, corrective measures were imposed requiring the economic operator to remedy the deficiencies within a certain period of time or to take the necessary corrective measures to remedy them without undue delay. Based on these findings, the economic operators withdrew from distribution the models that failed the requirements for placing products on the EU market.
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CONSUMER INFORMATION
Which glasses to choose and how to buy them?
· It is important to remember that sunglasses for general use as personal protective equipment are designed for ordinary use and protect against eye damage possibly caused by exposure to sunlight. Therefore, glasses that also provide protection against other risks do not fall into this category.

· Based on the information provided by the manufacturer of the goggles, it is then possible to decide which category or transmittance to choose. It is useful to understand where, under what conditions and in what way you will use the glasses and to adapt the choice of light transmission accordingly. A large reduction in light transmission can have both positive (e.g. direct exposure to extreme sunlight at high altitudes, in the snow and sea, during leisure activities) and negative (e.g. when driving under normal light conditions) effects. Filter categories are divided into classes 0 - 4 according to the relevant harmonised standard (EN ISO 12312-1:2022)

	Cattegory
	Light transmittance     Use
	

	0
	80 – 100 %
	Very limited sunlight reduction

	1
	43 – 80 %
	Limited sun protection

	2
	18 – 43 %
	Good protection against solar radiation

	3
	8 – 18 %
	High protection against solar radiation

	4
	3 – 8%
	Very high protection against extreme solar radiation, e.g. at sea, on snow fields, on high mountains or in the desert


· Sunglasses should always fit you ergonomically and be comfortable in material;

- Sunglasses for normal use must be marked and labelled:

o Visibly, clearly and indelibly marked with the CE Marking of Conformity (If this is not possible or justified by its nature, the CE marking shall be affixed to the packaging or accompanying documents)

o on the product, the type or batch number or serial number or, where appropriate, any other element enabling the glasses to be identified (where the size or nature of the product does not allow so, this may be indicated on the packaging or in an accompanying document)

o on the product (if this is not possible, on the packaging or on the accompanying document) the name, registered trade name or registered trade mark and the postal address at which the manufacturer can be contacted

o where applicable, on the product (if not possible on the packaging or on the accompanying document), the name, registered trade name or registered trade mark and the postal address at which the importer can be contacted;

- The glasses must be accompanied by the EU Declaration of Conformity or the instructions and information must contain a link to the internet address where the EU Declaration of Conformity can be accessed;

The sunglasses must be accompanied by instructions for use in the Czech language which contain, in addition to the name and address of the manufacturer, all relevant information relating to its use, cleaning, maintenance, adjustment, the risk against which the personal protective equipment is intended to protect, the classes of protection corresponding to the different levels of risk and the consequent limits of use (filter categories) - pictograms may also be indicated, references to the relevant harmonised standards used, including the dates of those standards, or references to other technical specifications used, and a link to the Internet address where the EU Declaration of Conformity can be accessed. 
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