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	PRESS RELEASE


Toy inspections in the second quarter confirmed mainly deficiencies in manufacturer identification and mandatory labelling, with 117 breaches within 219 inspections

(Q2 2024 Report)
(Prague, 29 August 2024) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority (CTIA) evaluated inspections aimed at the compliance with the Act on Technical Requirements for Products. It inspected toys intended for children up to 14 years of age. In the 2nd quarter of this year, it carried out 219 inspections and found infringements in 117 cases.
In the 2nd quarter of this year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out inspections focused on the compliance with the requirements of Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products, which are specified in detail in Government Regulation No. 86/2011 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Toys. A total of 219 inspections of toys intended for children up to 14 years of age were carried out. CTIA inspectors found infringements of legal regulations in 117 cases. Violations of Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products, were found within 103 inspections.

Out of the total number of inspections, 4 inspections were carried out at the manufacturer, 3 inspections were carried out at the EU importer and 212 inspections were carried out at the distributor.

435 toy models were inspected and 213 models were found to be deficient. Within the inspections on toy labelling, accompanying documentation and consumer information mainly identified the following administrative defects:

· Deficiencies in the mandatory marking of the toy by type, serial number or model (94 findings).

· Deficiencies in the identification of the toy manufacturer (131 findings)

· Deficiencies in the identification of the importer (51 findings)

· Deficiencies in accompanying documentation (completely missing warnings, instructions or cautions, 37 findings)

· Deficiencies in accompanying documentation (missing warnings, instructions or warnings in Czech language, 69 findings)

· Lack of CE conformity marking of products (68 findings)

Lack of warning notices may also affect the safety of toys on offer.

A total of ten toy models were recalled in domestic shops during the second quarter. These toys are now being assessed to determine whether their design meets the chemical or mechanical safety requirements of Government Regulation No 86/2011 Coll.

In relation to the requirements of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products and Government Regulation No 86/2011 Coll., the identified shortcomings in the toys inspected related mainly to breaches of the distributor's obligation to prevent the distribution of products failing to comply with the requirements of the said Government Regulation.

A total of 45 fines were imposed on the spot in the second quarter, totalling CZK 131,000, including 42 fines totalling CZK 118,000 for breaches of Section 13(9) of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products, according to which the distributor is obliged to act to prevent the distribution of specified products that clearly do not comply with the requirements of the Act, in particular products that do not bear the specified markings and other labelling.

In the administrative proceedings, 114 fines were imposed amounting to a total of CZK 1,783,000, of which 88 fines amounting to CZK 1,282,000 were imposed for breaches of Section 13(9) of Act No 22/1997 Coll., on Technical Requirements for Products. Nine fines totalling CZK 125,000 were imposed in the administrative proceedings for breaches of Section 13(1) and (2) of the Act on Technical Requirements for Products, concerning the conditions for placing selected products on the market, in particular the technical requirements and the required marking and labelling of products.

In compliance with the Act on Technical Requirements for Products, the offer and sale of 41 toy models was prohibited, a total of 221 toys, in the prices amounting to CZK 21,263.92. In accordance with Act No 64/1986 Coll., on the Czech Trade Inspection Authority, the offer and sale of 12 toy models was banned, totalling 65 items for the total of CZK 6,993.20. Pursuant to Act No. 90/2016 Coll., on Conformity Assessment of Selected Products when Made Available in the Market, the offer and sale of 2 toy models was banned, 3 items with a total value amounting to CZK 1,187.

The findings of the second quarter of this year showed repeated shortcomings in the fulfilment of administrative obligations. 
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