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	PRESS RELEASE


More than half of the outdoor gas heaters inspected were deficient

(Prague, 12 October 2023) Last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority participated in an international surveillance event focused on selected gas appliances - outdoor gas heaters with forced air convection. It monitored whether they meet the applicable requirements of harmonisation legislation so that they can be placed on the market. In total, 9 products were inspected and deficiencies were found in 6 products.
The aim of the inspection operation was to verify compliance with the requirements of Act No. 90/2016 Coll., on the assessment of conformity of specified products when they are placed on the market, and the requirements of the EP and Council Regulation 2016/426 on appliances burning gaseous fuels, which further defines them as "appliances burning gaseous fuels used for cooking, refrigeration, air conditioning, space heating, domestic hot water, lighting and laundry, as well as forced air burners and heating elements equipped with such burners".

As part of this international action, the CTIA carried out 16 inspections at 12 distributors, 3 importers and 1 manufacturer. A total of 9 products were inspected. It found deficiencies in 6 products, with cumulative deficiencies found in 4 products.

The project also included technical testing of products. 2 types of products were intended for testing by the CTIA. Both products passed the selected tests technically, but with regard to the mandatory product labelling and accompanying documentation, both types were subsequently assessed as non-compliant. The products were the Thermo-generator 5-10 kW with control TP17001 - MEVA and the gas heater MA TECH GMA-15 PLUS.

For the other products, the mandatory marking was inspected, including additional marking derived from the basic safety requirements of the regulations and the accompanying documentation (instructions for use and maintenance). The conformity assessment documentation (declaration of conformity, type certificate and certificate issued by the notified body involved in the control phase of production) was also inspected for economic operators in the capacity of manufacturer or importer.

In the area of marking, formal deficiencies were found: in 2 cases the CE marking according to the requirements of Regulation (EC) No 2016/426 on gaseous fuel appliances was missing, in 4 cases the applicable safety warnings according to the basic requirements of Regulation (EC) No 2016/426 on gaseous fuel appliances were not affixed on the product, and in 1 case the address of the manufacturer was not indicated.

Furthermore, there were deficiencies in the accompanying documentation, where in 2 cases the instructions for use did not contain information to ensure safe installation, use and maintenance of the product, and in 1 case the instructions were not included in the Czech language. From the consumer's point of view, safety warnings on the product and adequate instructions for use are crucial for the safe use of the product.

The Czech Trade Inspection Authority imposed fines totalling CZK 35,000 and, based on the identified deficiencies, banned the delivery of 194 products on the market.
The results of the inspection action focused on gas heaters with forced convection confirm that two thirds of the inspected products were found to be deficient primarily for administrative reasons. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority will continue further inspections and will focus on products newly placed on the market as well as on those where more serious or cumulative deficiencies have been identified.
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