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	PRESS RELEASE


When inspecting the market in Svatý Kříž in the Cheb region, CTIA took 5,600 items of counterfeit goods for almost CZK 20 million. The seized textile goods were stuffed into more than 400 plastic bags

(Karlovy Vary, 10 October 2024) Staff of the CTIA Inspectorate for the Pilsen and Karlovy Vary Regions, carried out an inspection operation in eight pre-selected sales areas of the "Asia Dragon Bazar" market in Svatý Kříž near Cheb at the beginning of October. They seized a total of 5,626 items of counterfeit goods, illegally bearing the trademarks of renowned manufacturers. The value of these products, calculated at the price of the originals, amounts to CZK 19,855,400.
The German national holiday of Reunification Day, 3 October, is traditionally associated with increased interest among German customers in shopping, particularly for cigarettes and clothing, in border markets. On this day, as in previous years, the inspectors of the CTIA focused on the offer, sale and storage of counterfeit products of renowned manufacturers, this time at the "Asia Dragon Bazar" market in Svatý Kříž. The inspectors managed to inspect eight pre-selected sales premises. "A total of 5,626 items of counterfeit goods bearing the trademarks of renowned manufacturers such as Adidas, Calvin Klein, Wellensteyn, The North Face, Moncler, Lacoste, Jack Wolfskin, Armani, Hugo Boss and others were detected. The value of the identified products, converted to the prices of the original productss, amounts to CZK 19,855,400. The fact that this is one of the largest seizures of counterfeit goods in recent times is evidenced by the fact that the seized goods filled more than 400 plastic transport bags, " says Jan Řezáč, the Director of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority Inspectorate of the Pilsen and Karlovy Vary Regions.

The inspectors had of course prepared this successful action in advance, including the hiring of a locksmith. If necessary, the inspection staff of the CTIA can use the institute of arranging access to the sales and storage premises of the inspected person. The practice of some sellers is to immediately close their sales or storage areas and prevent access by the inspection authorities. "This time, our inspectors managed to penetrate the pre-selected sales areas in the crowd of shoppers and the sellers did not manage to close the warehouses with counterfeit goods. In one case, a seller closed himself into such a secret warehouse with our inspectors, believing that he was a shopper," said the Director Jan Řezáč. The action with such a large volume of seized goods is now followed by procedural and administrative actions that will result in administrative proceedings. Sanctions will be imposed on the inspected persons and a decision will be taken to forfeit the seized products to the state. Some of the products, if their nature allows, can be used for humanitarian purposes, for example for children's homes, after the removal of the illegal marking. 
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