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	PRESS RELEASE


Czech Trade Inspection Authority inspected sunglasses, and found labelling flaws in a number of models

(Ostrava, Brno, 21 November 2024) From May to September this year, employees of the regional inspectorates of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority in the regions of Moravia inspected whether sunglasses sold in the domestic market meet the requirements of legal regulations. In particular, they focused on correct labelling of the products and the provision of information required when the product is sold.
Inspectors from the Olomouc and Moravian-Silesian Inspectorates of the CTIA carried out a total of 38 inspections of 28 operators and found irregularities in 12 inspections. The inspection action named "Sunglasses against the sun" was also carried out by the staff of the Inspectorate of South Moravian and Zlín Regions. They inspected 22 types of sunglasses at 22 entities and found deficiencies in 14 cases.

Within the inspection action carried out by the Olomouc and Moravian-Silesian Inspectorate, 38 inspections were carried out on 28 operators, where 35 products were re-inspected. Of the total number of inspections, 2 inspections were carried out on the manufacturer, 1 inspection on the importer and 35 inspections on distributors, which are also considered sellers. Of the 35 completed inspections, 12 were found to have infringed legal provisions and three inspections have not yet been completed. In 10 cases, corrective measures were imposed requiring the operator to remedy the deficiencies identified within a specified period of time or to take the necessary corrective measures to remedy them without undue delay. The inspected persons complied with the measures imposed and remedied the deficiencies, while in one case the inspected person took voluntary action and withdrew the product from sale.

During the inspection action carried out by the Inspectorate of South Moravian and Zlín Reegions, a total of 22 types of sunglasses were inspected in 22 economic operators. Deficiencies were found in 14 types of sunglasses. In 14 cases, a proposal to initiate administrative proceedings was submitted.

The most frequently detected deficiencies in the above inspections included missing instructions for use, which were not included at all for some products, or were not translated into Czech; furthermore, the EU Declaration of Conformity was not included with the product at the time of sale, nor was there an internet address where the Declaration of Conformity could be accessed. In some cases, the product inspected was not accompanied by product identification or manufacturer identification (name, registered trade name or registered trade mark and a postal address where the manufacturer can be contacted).

Given that the deficiencies found were formal non-conformities, measures were always imposed on the inspected person to remedy the deficiencies found, their causes and harmful consequences. The inspected persons complied with the specified measures and therefore it was not necessary to proceed to further measures consisting in restricting or prohibiting the supply of personal protective equipment on the market.

Sunglasses for general use are classified as personal protective equipment and must comply with the requirements of Regulation (EU) 2016/425 of the European Parliament and of the Council on personal protective equipment when made available on the market. They are intended for general use and protect against eye damage due to exposure to sunglare. It does not include glasses that also provide protection against other risks. Glasses must bear the required 'CE' Marking of Conformity, which shows that the product has been assessed in accordance with the prescribed procedure before being placed on the market and that it meets the applicable requirements for safety, health protection, etc. They must be accompanied by the EU Declaration of Conformity elaborated by the manufacturer and by instructions for use in the Czech language, which must include a link to the internet address where the EU Declaration of Conformity can be accessed, if it is not included. The inspectors also verified that the manufacturer had ensured that the type or batch number, serial number or any other element enabling the identification of the eyewear was indicated on the eyewear or, where the size does not allow it, on the packaging or in the instructions for use, and that the manufacturer had also indicated its name, registered trade name or registered trade mark and postal address and other specified requirements.

The CTIA has already reported on the findings of a similar inspection action carried out by the regional CTIA Inspectorate of the Ústí and Liberec regions. The current findings of the Moravian inspectorates have confirmed that a number of sunglasses offered for sale still do not meet the formal requirements.
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CONSUMER INFORMATION

It is useful to realise where, under what conditions and in what way you will use the glasses and to adjust the choice of the light transmission accordingly.

Based on the information provided by the manufacturer of the glasses, you can decide which category or transmittance to choose. A large reduction in light transmission can have both positive (e.g. direct exposure to extreme sunglare at high altitudes, on snow and sea, during leisure activities) and negative (e.g. when driving in normal light conditions) effects.

Filter categories are divided into classes 0 - 4 according to the appropriate harmonised standard (EN ISO 12312-1:2022)

	Kategorie
	Transmittance                 Use
	

	0
	80 – 100 %
	Very limited reduction of sunglare

	1
	43 – 80 %
	Limited proctection from sunglare

	2
	18 – 43 %
	Good protection against sunglare

	3
	8 – 18 %
	High protection against sunglare

	4
	3 – 8%
	Very high proctection against extreme sunglare, e.g. at sea, over snowfields, on high mountain, or in desert



Sunglasses should always fit you ergonomically and be comfortable in material.

Sunglasses for normal use must be labelled:

o Visibly, legibly and indelibly with he CE Marking of Conformity (If this is not possible or justified by its nature, the CE marking shall be affixed to the packaging or accompanying documents)

o on the product, the type or batch number or serial number or, where appropriate, any other element enabling the glasses to be identified (where the size or nature of the product does not permit this, it may be indicated on the packaging or in an accompanying document)

o on the product (if this is not possible, on the packaging or on the accompanying document) the name, registered trade name or registered trade mark and the mailing address at which the manufacturer can be contacted

o where applicable, on the product (if not possible on the packaging or on the accompanying document), the name, registered trade name or registered trademark and the postal address at which the importer can be contacted.

The glasses must be accompanied by an EU declaration of conformity, or the instructions and information must contain a link to the internet address where the EU Declaration of Conformity can be accessed.

The sunglasses shall be accompanied by instructions for use in the Czech language which shall contain, in addition to the name and address of the manufacturer, all relevant information relating to their use, cleaning, maintenance, adjustment, the risk against which the personal protective equipment is intended to protect, the classes of protection corresponding to the different levels of risk and the resulting limits of use (filter categories) - which may also be indicated by pictograms, the references to the relevant harmonised standards used, including the dates of those standards, or the references to other technical specifications used, and the internet address where the EU Declaration of Conformity can be accessed
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