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	PRESS RELEASE


On the first and second Christmas and New Year's Day, sales are prohibited in establishments over 200 square metres of sales area, as well as on Christmas Eve from 12 a.m.

(Prague, 18 December 2024) The Act on Retail and Wholesale Opening Hours, which prohibits sales in establishments with over 200 square metres of sales area and in some other establishments, also applies on the 1st and 2nd Christmas holidays on 25 and 26 December, on Christmas Eve on 24 December from 12 a.m. to 24 p.m. and on the Day of the Restoration of the Independent Czech State and New Year's Day on 1 January 2025.
According to Act No. 223/2016 Coll., on Retail and Whole Sale Opening Hours, sales in establishments with a sales area of more than 200 square metres are prohibited on the Restoration Day of the Independent Czech State, New Year's Day, i.e. 1 January, Easter Monday, Victory Day on 8 May, Czech Statehood Day on 28 September, the Independent Czechoslovak State Day on 28 October and on the first and second Christmas Day, i.e. 25 and 26 December. Retail sales are also prohibited on 24 December, Christmas Eve, from 12 am to 12 pm. 

In addition to establishments with the sales area of more than 200 m², this prohibition also applies to the sales and redemption hours of pawnbrokers, second-hand goods establishments and waste collection and redemption facilities, regardless of the size of the sales or redemption area.

The provisions prohibiting sales in establishments with a sales area of more than 200 square metres also apply to 1 January 2025, i.e. the Day of the Restoration of the Independent Czech State and the New Year.

In addition to establishments with a sales area greater than 200 square metres, the ban on sales also applies to the sales and redemption hours of pawnbrokers, establishments intended for trading in used goods and establishments intended for the collection and redemption of waste, regardless of the size of the sales or redemption area. It does not apply to sales at bus and train stations and airports, i.e. places with a high concentration of passengers. The restriction also does not apply to outlets in health care establishments, pharmacies and petrol and lubricants filling stations.

The size of the sales area includes the total area to which customers have access, including testing rooms, the area occupied by counters and displays and the area behind counters used by sales staff. 
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