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CTIA inspected the compliance with the ban on the sale of alcohol and tobacco to minors. It found non-compliance in nearly half of the inspections
(Final Report for 2025)
(Prague, March 18, 2026) Over the course of last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority inspected whether retailers in the domestic market were complying with Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on the Protection of Health from the Harmful Effects of Addictive Substances, Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties, and Act No. 307/2013 Coll., on Mandatory Marking and Labelling of Alcohol. Within the surveillance scope of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority, the inspections also verified the compliance with other legal regulations. A total of 7,439 inspections were carried out, and non-compliance was found in 3,391 of them (45.58%).
The year-long inspection activity focused on the compliance with legal regulations governing the offering and sale of alcoholic beverages and tobacco products, smoking accessories, herbal products intended for smoking, electronic cigarettes, and tobacco-free nicotine pouches. Between January 2 and December 31, 2025, a total of 7,439 inspections were carried out within the inspection activity. Breaches of legal regulations were found in 3,391 inspections. This represented 45.58% of the total number of inspections.
Within the activity, 1,527 inspections were carried out with the participation of persons under the age of 18. The CTIA inspectorates also cooperated with other surveillance authorities during the inspections: 441 inspections were carried out in cooperation with the Czech Police, 160 inspections in cooperation with trade licensing offices, 75 inspections with public health authorities, 72 in cooperation with Customs Administration officials, 18 inspections with the Municipal Police, 13 inspections in cooperation with the Alien Police, 6 inspections together with members of the Fire and Rescue Service of the Czech Republic, 6 inspections were carried out with the State Labour Inspection Office, and 1 inspection was carried out in cooperation with the State Agricultural and Food Inspection Authority. Some inspections involved multiple government agencies simultaneously.
Infringements of any provision of Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on the Protection of Health from the Harmful Effects of Addictive Substances, were identified in 1,176 cases, including:
· in 686 cases, a breach of Section 11(5) was found—sellers failed to comply with the prohibition on selling or serving alcoholic beverages to persons under 18 years of age,
· in 160 cases, a breach of Section 5(2) was identified—sellers at points of sale for tobacco products, smoking accessories, herbal products intended for smoking, electronic cigarettes, and tobacco-free nicotine pouches, failed to display a clearly visible notice to consumers prohibiting the sale of these goods to persons under the age of 18, or this notice was not provided in the form required by law, i.e., in the Czech language, in black block letters on a white background with a font size of at least 2 cm,
· In 124 cases, a breach of Section 13(1) was found—sellers failed to display, at points of sale for alcoholic beverages, a clearly visible notice to consumers regarding the prohibition on selling these beverages to persons under the age of 18, or this notice was not provided in the form required by law, i.e., in the Czech language, in black block letters on a white background with a font size of at least 2 cm,
· In 76 cases, a breach of Section 3(4) was found – sellers violated the prohibition on selling or serving tobacco products, herbal products intended for smoking, electronic cigarettes, and tobacco-free nicotine pouches to persons under the age of 18 (65 cases) or sellers breached the ban on selling smoking accessories to persons under the age of 18 (11 cases),
· in 40 cases, a breach of Section 3(5) was found, where the prohibition on offering economic benefits in the sale of tobacco products, smoking accessories, herbal products intended for smoking, electronic cigarettes, refill cartridges for electronic cigarettes, and tobacco-free nicotine pouches was violated,
· in 26 cases, a breach of Section 5(1) was found—sellers did not offer tobacco products, smoking accessories, herbal products intended for smoking, electronic cigarettes, and tobacco-free nicotine pouches in a designated area separate from the rest of the product range,
· In 26 cases, a violation of Section 13(2) was found – persons selling or serving alcoholic beverages did not meet the mandatory minimum age requirement of 18 years,
· In 11 cases, a breach of Section 15(1) was found, where sellers sold alcoholic beverages via a means of distance communication without ensuring that sales to persons under 18 years of age were prevented,
· Breaches of other provisions of the Act on the Protection of Health from the Harmful Effects of Addictive Substances were found in a few cases.
Breaches of provisions of Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Taxes, were found in 14 cases:
· in 6 cases, this involved a breach of the provisions of Section 107(4) – sellers violated the obligation to sell tobacco products in sealed individual packages with an intact tobacco tax stamp,
· in 4 cases, the sale of cigarettes to the final consumer at a price higher than the price stated on the tobacco tax stamp was detected, thereby violating the provisions of Section 112,
· in 3 cases, the storage or sale of unmarked tobacco products was detected, thereby violating the provisions of Section 114(1),
· in 1 case, the sale of cigarettes to the end consumer at a price lower than the price indicated on the tobacco tax stamp was detected, thereby breaching the provisions of Section 110(1).
No infringements of Act No. 307/2013 Coll., on Mandatory Marking and Labelling of Alcohol, were detected during the period under review.
Breaches of provisions of Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection, were proven in 3,010 cases. Among the most common were failure to inform the consumer of the price of the products and services offered in accordance with Section 12, totalling 977 cases; violations of the principles of fair trade within the meaning of Section 3 were identified in 881 cases, and failure to issue a receipt for the purchase of products, even though the consumer requested it, or issuing a receipt without the necessary details, in accordance with Section 16, was identified in 543 cases. Other breaches of legal regulations were found in smaller numbers.
Based on the breaches of legal regulations identified within the surveillance scope of the Czech Trade Inspection Authority, 2,677 fines totalling 44,209,000 CZK became effective in the period from January 1, 2025, to December 31, 2025. In some cases, these are combined fines imposed for deficiencies identified during multiple inspections at various business premises of a single seller.
The figures above also include special inspection activities carried out by the Czech Trade Inspection Authority during 2025, particularly the “Alcohol, Drugs, and Youth 2025” campaign, which was coordinated by the Police of the Czech Republic and involved inspections conducted in cooperation with other state surveillance authorities and with persons under the age of 18. The results of this special inspection activity were also evaluated separately. 
The inspection results confirm the validity of the activity. Deficiencies were found in nearly half of the cases. The most serious finding was the sale or serving of alcoholic beverages to persons under the age of 18, which was detected in 686 cases during the period under review. This represents an increase of 257 cases compared to 2024. The Czech Trade Inspection Authority will continue to focus intensively on inspection activities in this area.
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