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CTIA conducted 196 inspections of fireworks retailers at the end of last year. It found breaches in more than one-third of the completed inspections
(Prague, May 14, 2026) At the end of last year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority carried out a routine inspection activity focused on the offering, sale, and storage of pyrotechnic articles. Between December 1 and 31, 2025, its regional inspectorates conducted a total of 196 inspections. Of the total 177 completed inspections, misconduct was found in 66 (37.29%); of these, 45 (25.42%) involved breaches of requirements regarding the labelling, storage, or marketing of pyrotechnic articles.
Effective December 1, 2025, an amendment was enacted to Act No. 206/2015 Coll., on Pyrotechnic Articles and Their Handling, which, among other things, introduced changes to the distribution of surveillance competencies across individual categories of pyrotechnic articles and tightened conditions pertaining in particular to the online sale of such articles, as well as age and other requirements for their procurement. Between December 1 and 31 of last year—a period of increased demand for recreational pyrotechnic articles and in light of the effective date of the aforementioned amendment—the Czech Trade Inspection Authority conducted a total of 196 inspections within an inspection activity. Of these, 177 inspections had been completed as of the date of publication of this press release, while another 19 inspections are still in progress.
All regional inspectorates of the CTIA participated in the inspection activity. The main objective of the activity was to verify compliance by individuals and legal entities with their obligations regarding the placing of pyrotechnic articles on the market, as well as the storage and procurement of these articles—including procurement via means of distance communication—for product categories falling within the CTIA's surveillance scope.
During the inspections, the CTIA collaborated with other state administrative authorities: in 8 cases with the Czech Police, in 2 cases with the Czech Mining Authority, in 2 cases with the Czech Customs Administration, and in 1 case with the Prague District Mining Authority.
Within the inspection activity, a person under the age of 18 was invited to participate in 55 inspections to verify compliance with restrictions on making pyrotechnic articles available to persons younger than the statutory age limit for the given category of pyrotechnic articles; breaches were found in 24 inspections involving direct sales and in 10 inspections involving online sales (at the time of sale and/or handover of the pyrotechnic articles).
During the inspection activity, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority identified breaches of the law
No. 206/2015 Coll., on Pyrotechnic Articles and Their Handling, in 75 cases (as of the current status), most frequently as follows:
- in 24 cases, Section 5(1)(b) was breached, as Category F2 pyrotechnic articles were sold to persons younger than the age specified by law; individuals under the age of 18 were enlisted to assist within inspections,
- in 17 cases, a breach of Section 26(1) was identified, which concerns general requirements for the storage of pyrotechnic articles; in some of the inspected establishments, the maximum permitted weight of explosive substances was exceeded (inspections focused more on street vendors, where the storage of pyrotechnic articles other than those in Category F1 is prohibited); Furthermore, non-compliance with fire safety requirements for the storage of pyrotechnic articles was documented, 
- In 7 cases, a breach of Section 25a(1) was found, which pertains to the sale of pyrotechnic articles via means of distance communication only to persons meeting the requirements of Section 5 (age),
- In 6 cases, a breach of Section 25(2) was found, which prohibits the sale of pyrotechnic articles, except for Category F1, in a temporary structure or in a portable sales facility, stand, or market;
https://www.aspi.cz/products/lawText/1/84514/1/2/ASPI%253A/206/2015%20Sb.%25235
- In 4 cases, a breach of Section 16(2) was identified; this provision requires economic operators to maintain a list of all entities that have supplied pyrotechnic articles to them or to which they have supplied such articles.
- Other breaches of this Act were identified in isolated cases. In 2 cases, findings of breaches of the Pyrotechnics Act were referred to the competent authority (outside the scope of the CTIA).
Within the inspection activity, 46 breaches of Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection, were identified. Furthermore, breaches of the Civil Code were identified in 17 cases. Breaches of other laws within the CTIA’s surveillance scope were identified in a handful of cases.
In 4 inspections, a ban on placing pyrotechnic articles on the market for the time necessary to conduct the inspection was imposed pursuant to Section 59(1) of the Act. In 2 cases, a ban on handling pyrotechnic articles was imposed pursuant to Section 56(5)(a) of the Act, and in 2 cases, complete closure of the premises was ordered pursuant to Section 56(5)(b) of the Act. In 4 cases, a ban on placing products on the market, distribution—including purchase, delivery, sale, or use— was imposed pursuant to Section 7(1)(a) of Act No. 64/1986 Coll., the CTIA (the list includes the final measures resulting from the inspection as of the date of this press release).
In the remaining cases of identified breaches of statutory requirements, penalties in the form of sanctions and protective measures will be imposed in subsequent administrative proceedings. The inspection activity aimed to verify compliance with restrictions on the supply of pyrotechnic articles to the market, particularly in their offering and sale to consumers, taking into account the changed conditions for the supply of pyrotechnic articles in accordance with the amendment to the Act. The inspections also focused on the online sale of pyrotechnics, where the amendment to the law clarified the obligations regarding the sale and transfer of pyrotechnic articles. These inspections revealed numerous instances of non-compliance with the requirements for verifying the buyer’s age during the sale and transfer of purchased pyrotechnic articles. Additional breaches were identified regarding the storage of pyrotechnic articles and compliance with the conditions for placing them on the market. In light of the legislative changes, the monitoring of pyrotechnic articles available on the market will remain an ongoing part of the CTIA’s surveillance activities.


The Pyrotechnics Act, among other things, regulates age limits for making pyrotechnic articles available to members of the general public. Under this legislation, an economic operator or a person with professional qualifications may make pyrotechnic articles available:
· Category F1 – to a person who has reached the age of 15 (this category includes recreational pyrotechnics that pose a very low risk, have a negligible noise level, and are intended for use in confined areas, including recreational pyrotechnics intended for use inside residential buildings);
· Categories F2, T1, or P1 (excluding products intended for use in vehicles) – to a person who has reached the age of 18 (Category F2 includes recreational pyrotechnics that pose a low risk and have a low noise level and are intended for outdoor use in restricted areas; Category T1 includes theatrical pyrotechnics that pose a low risk; Category P1 includes other pyrotechnic articles that pose a low risk). 
It should be noted that pyrotechnic articles in categories F4, T2, or P2 may be placed on the market or otherwise made available by an economic operator or a qualified person only to qualified persons. Effective July 1, 2026, the same restriction will also apply to Category F3. The Czech Mining Authority and the District Mining Authorities are responsible for carrying out inspections of these products.
Phone: +420 296 366 233
Mobile: +420 731 553 732
E-mail: mluvci@coi.gov.cz
Contact: Spokesperson of the CTIA
Mgr. František Kotrba

	
image1.png
CZECH TRADE
INSPECTION AUTHORITY

COl





