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CTIA inspected compliance with the ban on sale of alcohol and tobacco products to juveniles
(Report for the first quarter of 2026)
(Prague, June 30, 2026) During the first quarter, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority continued its inspection activity, which primarily verifies whether sellers comply with Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on the protection of health against the harmful effects of addictive substances, and other legal requirements within the CTIA’s surveillance jurisdiction. It inspected 1,666 times and identified infringements in 721 of them (43.28%). Among the most serious findings was the sale of alcoholic beverages to minors, which was detected in 75 cases.
The inspection activity focused primarily on compliance with legal regulations governing the offering and sale of alcoholic beverages and tobacco products, smoking accessories, herbal products intended for smoking, electronic cigarettes, tobacco-free nicotine pouches, and nicotine-containing products. Between January 2 and March 31, 2026 , a total of 1,666 inspections were carried out, of which nearly half (721) resulted in an infringement (43.28%). Breaches of laws governing the offering and sale of alcoholic beverages and tobacco and related products were found in 129 inspections (7.74%). In 207 test purchases, the CTIA collaborated with individuals under the age of 18 acting as decoys; 12 inspections were carried out in cooperation with trade licensing office staff, 16 with the participation of the Czech Police, 6 in cooperation with the Czech Customs Administration, 1 inspection was carried out in coordination with members of the Alien Police, 5 inspections in cooperation with inspectors from the State Agricultural and Food Inspection Authority, and 2 inspections in cooperation with the Regional Public Health Office. Some inspections involved multiple government agencies simultaneously.
Breaches of any provision of Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on the Protection of Health from the Harmful Effects of Addictive Substances, were identified in 130 cases. Of this number:
· in 75 cases, an infringement of Section 11(5) was found, which prohibits the sale or serving of alcoholic beverages to persons under the age of 18,
· in 23 cases an infringement of Section 13(1) was found, as sellers failed to display
at points of sale for alcoholic beverages a clearly visible notice regarding the prohibition on selling such beverages to persons under the age of 18, or the notice was not provided in the form prescribed by law, i.e., in the Czech language, in black block letters on a white background
with a font size of at least 2 cm,
· in 15 cases, retailers at points of sale for tobacco products, smoking accessories, herbal products intended for smoking, electronic cigarettes, and nicotine pouches without tobacco content
and nicotine-containing products failed to display, in a manner clearly visible to consumers, text prohibiting the sale of these goods to persons under the age of 18; or, where such text was displayed, it was not in the form prescribed by law, i.e., in the Czech language, in black block letters on a white background with a font size of at least 2 cm, thereby committing an infringement of Section 5(2),
· in 10 cases, an infringement of the provisions of Section 3(4) was found, as sellers breached 
· in 9 cases, the prohibition on selling or providing tobacco products, herbal products intended for smoking, electronic cigarettes, tobacco-free nicotine pouches, and/or nicotine-containing products to persons under the age of 18; and in one case, there was a breach of the prohibition on selling smoking accessories to persons under the age of 18;
· in 2 cases, sellers sold alcoholic beverages via a means of distance communication without ensuring that such sales were not made to persons under the age of 18, thereby breaching the provisions of Section 15(1), 
· there was an infringement of other provisions of the Act on the Protection of Health from the Harmful Effects of Addictive Substances in a few cases.
Breaches of Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Taxes, were detected in 17 cases. In 15 cases, the breach concerned the provisions of Section 114(1), where the seller failed to comply with the obligation to sell tobacco products labeled with a tobacco tax stamp. In 2 cases, infringements of Section 107(4) were also identified; this provision prohibits retailers from selling tobacco products outside of sealed unit packages with an intact tobacco tax stamp (with the exception of cigars and cigarillos).
No breaches of Act No. 307/2013 Coll., on the mandatory labeling of alcohol, were detected during the period under review.
Breaches of any provision of Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection, were proven
in 703 cases. The most common findings related to failure to inform consumers of the prices of offered products and provided services in accordance with Section 12, which was identified in 231 cases. Infringement of the principles of fair trading, within the meaning of Section 3, were identified in 215 cases. Failure to issue a receipt for a product, even though the consumer requested one, or issuing a receipt without the necessary details in accordance with Section 16, was identified in 136 cases. Additional breaches were identified in 97 cases under Act No. 542/2020 Coll., on end-of-life products, and in 66 cases under Act No. 22/1997 Coll., on technical requirements for products. Breaches of other laws falling under the CTIA’s surveillance authority were identified in a total of 111 cases. In a number of inspections, breaches of multiple laws—or specific provisions thereof—were identified simultaneously.
Based on the identified breaches of legal regulations within the CTIA’s surveillance scope, 698 fines totaling 15,439,000 CZK became final in the first quarter of 2026. In some cases
, these were combined fines imposed for deficiencies identified during multiple inspections at various business locations of a single seller. For breaches of obligations set forth in special legal regulations,
within the framework of the inspection activity, a ban was issued on the use of 107 measuring instruments that did not comply with applicable legal regulations, technical standards, other technical regulations, or the approved type, as applicable.
The results of the inspections confirmed the validity of the inspection activity, as deficiencies were found in nearly half (43.28%) of the inspections. The CTIA considers the sale or serving of alcoholic beverages to persons under the age of 18 to be the most serious finding; this was identified in 75 cases, representing 4.5% of the total 1,666 inspections carried out. The CTIA will continue to focus intensively on inspection activities in this area.
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