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CTIA inspected products to ensure compliance with the Act on End-of-Life Products. It found breaches in more than a third of the 2,927 inspections carried out
(Prague, 15 September 2026) In 2025, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority focused on inspecting compliance with Act No. 542/2020 Coll., on end-of-life products. In total, it carried out 2,927 inspections last year and found infringements of one of the provisions of the Act on End-of-Life Products within 1,040 inspections (i.e. 35.53% of the total number of inspections carried out). 
The inspected entities were self-employed individuals and legal entities acting as final sellers, distributors and manufacturers (within the meaning of Act No. 542/2020 Coll., hereinafter referred to as ‘the Act’), which, within their commercial activities, place on the market, or manufacture, distribute, offer and sell to consumers electrical equipment, batteries, rechargeable batteries and tyres. Throughout the year, inspections focus on the obligations imposed by the Act on final sellers as part of the inspections of the relevant (selected) products. Most frequently, these inspections concern the provisions of Section 73(1) of the Act, according to which the manufacturer, distributor and final retailer are obliged, when selling new electrical equipment, to state, separately from its price, the costs of take-back, treatment, recovery and disposal of waste electrical equipment, calculated per 1 piece/1 kg of new electrical equipment. Last year, infringements of Section 73(1) of the Act on End-of-Life Products were identified in 984 inspections, the vast majority of which were carried out at the final stage of the distribution chain. The obligations of final retailers are also inspected for other selected products, albeit in a proportionally smaller number of inspections given the narrower range of batteries, accumulators and tyres compared with the range of electrical and electronic equipment.
Between July and October, within a targeted inspection activity, the CTIA focused, in addition to end-point retailers, on inspecting higher levels of the distribution chain for selected products, particularly with regard to their placing on the market, labelling and the disclosure of costs relating to the take-back, treatment, recovery or, where applicable, disposal of waste electrical and electronic equipment and tyres. A total of 788 inspections were carried out, and all Regional Inspectorates of the CTIA took part in the campaign.
Breaches of one or more of the legal regulations falling within the CTIA’s surveillance scope were identified in 377 inspections, whilst breaches of the Act on End-of-Life Products were identified in 223 inspections (i.e. 28.30% of the 788 inspections carried out). Particular attention was paid to the above-mentioned obligation of all links in the distribution chain under the provisions of Section 73(1) of this Act, namely inspecting compliance with this obligation by distributors and manufacturers, including inspecting the accuracy of the amounts stated by the manufacturer.
Based on the inspections carried out at manufacturers, no breaches were identified in this regard (apart from cases which, as at the date of publication of this press release, remain under further investigation). Within inspections carried out at retailers, breaches of the aforementioned provision were identified in 262 cases; in the case of inspections at distributors, 9 findings were classified as breaches in this regard. No breaches by distributors or manufacturers were found in relation to other selected products, namely batteries and accumulators and tyres. Breaches at final retailers were found in a handful of cases. The inspection activity revealed that the entities inspected did not increase the costs or distort the amount of the costs associated with the take-back of electrical and electronic equipment or tyres within the supply chain. By contrast, the absence of mandatory information at final retailers, who fail to include the information on the proof of purchase, is a persistent issue. This applies in particular to small shops and outlets, such as grocery stores, etc., which do not include the information on the proof of purchase. Consequently, the information is not conveyed to the consumer, thereby rendering the purpose of stating this charge meaningless. On the other hand, the results of inspections carried out on entities higher up the distribution chain did not reveal any evidence of inadequate participation, particularly on the part of manufacturers, in the recycling system or in the fulfilment of related obligations.
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