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CTIA inspected compliance with the ban on the sale of alcohol and tobacco to minors: in almost half of the inspections with underage hired under-aged purchasers, alcohol was sold or served to a person under the age of eighteen
(Prague, 14 August 2026) During the second quarter of this year, the Czech Trade Inspection Authority continued its inspection activity to verify whether retailers comply with Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection against the Harmful Effects of Drugs, Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties, Act No. 307/2013 Coll., on the Mandatory Labelling of Alcohol, and other legal requirements within the scope of its remit. A total of 1,902 inspections were carried out, with irregularities found in 819 of them (i.e. 43.06% of the inspections carried out). The most serious finding was the sale of alcoholic beverages to persons under the age of 18, which was detected in 148 cases.
The campaign focused primarily on compliance with legal regulations governing the supply and sale of alcoholic beverages and tobacco products, smoking accessories, herbal products intended for smoking, e-cigarettes, tobacco-free nicotine pouches and nicotine-containing products.
Between 1 April and 30 June 2026, a total of 1,902 inspections were carried out, of which almost half (819) resulted in a finding of non-compliance (43.06%). Breaches of the laws governing the supply
and sale of alcoholic beverages, tobacco and related products were identified
in 201 inspections (10.57 per cent). In a number of inspections, breaches of multiple laws or individual provisions were found simultaneously.
Within the inspection activity, 310 investigations involved the use of under-18s as test purchasers, who carried out test purchases and whose participation was therefore essential to prove infringements of certain provisions of Act No. 65/2017 Coll. Furthermore, 160 inspections were carried out with the participation of the Czech Police, 88 inspections were carried out in cooperation with the Czech Customs Administration, 72 inspections in cooperation with regional public health authorities, 70 inspections together with inspectors from the State Agricultural and Food Inspection Authority, 27 inspections in cooperation with the Fire and Rescue Service of the Czech Republic, 20 inspections together with the staff of trade licensing offices, and 5 inspections with the participation of municipal police officers. Some inspections involved several state administrative bodies simultaneously; the findings from 7 inspections were subsequently referred to the competent state administrative authorities.
Infringements of any of the provisions of Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on the protection of health against the harmful effects of addictive substances, were identified in 233 cases. Of this number:
· In 148 cases, an infringement of the provisions of Section 11(5), prohibiting the sale or serving of alcoholic beverages to persons under the age of 18, was identified,
· in 28 cases, sellers at points of sale for tobacco products, smoking accessories, herbal products intended for smoking, e-cigarettes and tobacco-free nicotine pouches
and nicotine-containing products, failed to display a clearly visible notice to consumers prohibiting the sale of such goods to persons under the age of 18; or, where such a notice was displayed, it did not comply with the statutory requirements, i.e. it was not in Czech, in black block letters on a white background with a font size of at least 2 cm, thereby committing an infringement of Section 5(2),
· in 25 cases, a breach of Section 13(1) was found, as retailers failed to display, at points of sale of alcoholic beverages, a clearly visible notice for consumers regarding the prohibition on the sale of such beverages to persons under the age of 18, or the notice was not presented in the form required by law, i.e. in the Czech language, in black block letters on a white background with a font size of at least 2 cm,
· in 18 cases, a breach of Section 3(4) was found, as in 16 cases sellers breached the prohibition on selling or supplying tobacco products, herbal products intended for smoking, electronic cigarettes, tobacco-free nicotine pouches and/or nicotine-containing products to persons under the age of 18 and, in 2 cases, they breached the prohibition on selling smoking accessories to persons under the age of 18,
· in 6 cases, sellers failed to display tobacco products, smoking accessories, herbal products intended for smoking, electronic cigarettes and tobacco-free nicotine pouches in a designated area separate from the rest of the goods on offer, thereby causing a breach of Section 5(1),
· in 2 cases, a breach of Section 3(3) was found, where retailers failed to ensure that the sale of tobacco products, smoking accessories, herbal products intended for smoking, e-cigarettes, tobacco-free nicotine pouches and nicotine-containing products via vending machines to persons under the age of 18 (the age of purchasers was not verified on the premises by a designated person), 
· infringements of other provisions of the Act on Health Protection against the Harmful Effects of Drugs were identified in a small number of cases.
A breach of Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties, was identified in one instance; specifically, this concerned a breach of Section 112, under which a legal entity or a self-employed individual may not sell cigarettes to the end consumer at a price higher than that stated on the tobacco tax stamp.
No breaches of Act No. 307/2013 Coll. on Mandatory Marking and Labelling of Alcohol, were identified during the period under review.
Breaches of Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection, were identified in 757 cases. Most frequently, in 250 cases, sellers failed to inform consumers of the price of the products on offer and the services provided in accordance with pricing regulations, thereby breaching the provisions of Section 12. Furthermore, in 244 cases it was found that sellers had breached their obligations regarding the principles of fair trading within the meaning of Section 3. Failure to issue a receipt for the purchase of goods or the provision of services, despite the consumer having requested one in accordance with Section 16(1), was identified in 142 cases. A smaller number of other breaches of legal regulations were identified.
Based on the breaches of legal regulations identified within the CTIA’s surveillance scope, 676 fines totalling 22,616,200 CZK became final in the second quarter of 2026.
Within the inspection activity, a ban was imposed on the use of 115 measuring instruments which did not comply with applicable legal regulations, technical standards, other technical regulations or, where applicable, the approved type.
The results of the inspections in the second quarter – which do not include those carried out within the inter-ministerial nationwide campaign, in which CTIA inspectors are actively involved alongside the Czech Police and a number of other surveillance bodies – confirmed the validity of the CTIA’s inspection activity, with shortcomings identified in almost half (43.06%) of inspections. The most serious finding was the sale or serving of alcoholic beverages to persons under the age of 18, which was detected in 148 inspections, i.e. 7.8 per cent of the total number of 1,902 inspections carried out. The CTIA will continue to focus intensively on inspection activities in this area.
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