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Within the special inspection activity ‘Alcohol, Drugs and Youth 2026’, CTIA uncovered 154 cases of the sale or serving of alcohol to minors
(Prague, 29 September 2026) The Czech Trade Inspection Authority has assessed the results of the special inspection activity ‘Alcohol, Drugs and Young People 2026’. In cooperation with other state administration, municipal and public health authorities, primarily the Czech Police, it carried out a total of 355 inspections within three months as part of the inspection activity and identified breaches of legal regulations in 189 of these inspections. Within the inspection activity, individuals under the age of 18 were enlisted as test customers in 318 investigations. In 154 cases, alcohol was sold or served to minors.
Inspections focusing on compliance with legal regulations governing the offering, sale and serving of alcoholic beverages, tobacco products, smoking accessories, herbal products intended
for smoking, e-cigarettes, tobacco-free nicotine pouches and nicotine-containing products to persons under the age of 18 took place from 15 June to 15 September 2026. In total, the CTIA carried out 355 inspections. Breaches of legal regulations were identified in 189 inspections, i.e. in more than half of the premises inspected (53.24 per cent). The most serious finding was the sale or serving of alcoholic beverages to persons under the age of 18, which was identified in 154 cases during the period under review.
Act No. 65/2017 Coll., on Health Protection against the Harmful Effects of Drugs, was breached in 200 cases, specifically:
· in 154 cases, there was a breach of the prohibition on selling or serving alcoholic beverages to persons under the age of 18 (Section 11(5)),
· in 23 cases, a breach of Section 3(4) was identified, whereby in 20 cases, sellers breached the prohibition on selling or serving tobacco products, herbal products intended for smoking, electronic cigarettes, tobacco-free nicotine pouches and nicotine-containing products to persons under the age of 18, whilst in 3 cases sellers breached the prohibition on selling smoking accessories to persons under the age of 18,
· in 7 cases, sellers of alcoholic beverages failed to display, at the points of sale, a clearly visible notice prohibiting the sale of alcoholic beverages to persons under the age of 18; or, where such a notice was displayed, it did not comply with the statutory requirements, i.e. it was not in Czech; in black block letters on a white background with a font size of at least 2 cm (Section 13(1)),
· in 7 cases, sellers of tobacco products, smoking accessories, herbal products intended for smoking, e-cigarettes, tobacco-free nicotine pouches and nicotine-containing products failed to display, at their points of sale, a clearly visible notice for consumers stating that the sale of these goods to persons under the age of 18 is prohibited; or, where applicable, this text was not presented in the form prescribed by law, i.e. in the Czech language, in black block letters on a white background with a font size of at least 2 cm (Section 5(2)),
· in 4 cases, persons selling or serving alcoholic beverages did not themselves meet the mandatory minimum age limit of 18 years (Section 13(2)),
· in 3 cases, a breach of Section 5(1) was found, where the seller did not display tobacco products, smoking accessories, herbal products intended for smoking, e-cigarettes, tobacco-free nicotine pouches or nicotine-containing products in a designated area separate from the rest of the goods on offer,
· In one case, a breach of Section 3(3) was identified, where the retailer contravened the prohibition on selling tobacco products, smoking accessories, herbal products intended for smoking, electronic cigarettes, tobacco-free nicotine pouches and nicotine-containing products via a vending machine, where the sale to persons under the age of 18 cannot be prevented, and in one case, a breach of Section 5(3) was identified, where the retailer failed to ensure that the person selling tobacco products, smoking accessories, herbal products intended for smoking, electronic cigarettes, tobacco-free nicotine pouches or nicotine-containing products was over 18 years of age.
A breach of Act No. 353/2003 Coll., on Excise Duties, was identified in one case. Specifically, it was a breach of Section 107(4), where the retailer failed to comply with the obligation to sell tobacco products only in sealed individual packets with an intact tobacco label (excluding cigars and cigarillos).
A breach of one of the provisions of Act No. 634/1992 Coll., on Consumer Protection was established in a total of 35 cases. Of these, the most frequent breach, occurring in 15 cases, was a violation of the principles of fair trading (Section 3 of this Act). A smaller number of other breaches were identified.
Within this inspection activity, the majority of inspections were carried out with the participation of other state administration bodies, municipal authorities and market surveillance bodies. The main coordinator of the inspection activity was the Police of the Czech Republic, with whose participation 313 inspections were carried out; a further 88 inspections were carried out in cooperation with the Customs Administration of the Czech Republic,
57 inspections were carried out with the participation of regional public health authorities, 5 with the participation of the Fire and Rescue Service of the Czech Republic, a further 5 with the participation of the trade licensing office, 3 with the participation of the Criminal Police and Investigation Service, and 1 with the participation of the State Agricultural and Food Inspection Authority.
In some inspections, several supervisory authorities cooperated simultaneously.
Based on the identified breaches of legal regulations within the CTIA’s surveillance scope, 14 fines totalling 258,000 CZK became legally binding during the inspection activity.
Further identified breaches will be dealt with within subsequent administrative proceedings. The special inspection activity ‘Alcohol, Drugs and Young People 2026’ demonstrated that alcoholic beverages, and in some cases other addictive substances, remain readily available to persons under the age of 18 within the domestic retail network. The prevention of harm and the protection of young people’s health are matters of public interest, and the Czech Trade Inspection Authority will continue to actively develop its inspection activities in this area.
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